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SNAPSHOT

Public participation

V Keeping the public informed about, and encouraging involvement in, the 2015 PennsyNidiite
' QGA2Yy tfly gAff 0S ONHOAIFIET G2 GKS tflyQa

V Processes and products are highlightedglemonstrae howthe PGC and PFBC haviermed the
public about the 2005 Plan and revision process leading to the 2015 Plan.

Inspiring the Public to Ac tion

Success of the 2015 Pennsylvania Wildlife Action (Plam)requires public involvement in its

development and implementatior.he momentum generated by an informed and motivated public will
help determine the eventuaccomplisiments of the Plan. dblic participation is a broad spectrum of
engagement, of which awareness is an early stage. Although basic, acknowledging that the plan exists is
a necessary phase. For this to occur, the public must be provided opportunities to learn about the Plan
andtlzf £t @ dzy RSNEGFYR AGad aA3IYyAFAOFIYOS F2NJ GKS /2YY2Y
and resulting knowledge engages the public to learn more about species, habitats, and associated
threats, it can inspire engagement in local conservation ptsjd®ennsylvania has a rich history

centered in its natural resourceandthus, protecting and recovering these resources can be a

motivating factor to secure this legacy. A knowledgeable and inspired public, with sufficient support,

may then be motivatedi 2 & G InES ' IOGA R & OI yinclidingdiBect,Yohthyegrowmid® NI &
activities such as habitat enhancement projeots participating in organized wildlife dataollection

efforts (e.g., Christmas Bird Counts, Amphibian and Reptile Suf@gglter 4, Conservation Actions)
However, spporting the Plan may not involve working directly with animals or thebitats yet

include activitiegrucialto plan implementationActively participating in local government decisions

that help protect haliat for a SGCN, anforming legislators about the relevance of fish, wildlife and

their habitats to the quality of life for citizens of the stadee highly valuedhitiatives in which the public

can be a crucial participan®Vhen these actions are igenby public knowledge of thisl&h, they further
enhance its implementation and success.

Maintenance and support for public participation will requérbroadbased and sustained approach to
inform and inspire action. In thishapter,we describenow:

We have incorporated public participation into this Plan

The public has patrticipated in its development

We have informed and engaged the public in implementing the 2005 Plan
We will build on this participation in implementiythe 2015 Plan

I e B i
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Discussed throughout this Plame have endeavored to implement the State Wildlife Action Plan Best
Practices (AFWA et al. 2018Bestpractices related to public participation can be part of the revision
process and plan implementation. In tlisapter, directed to supportindRequired Elemer& we

identify where thesax éstpracticeg have beeradapted for this Plan

Thesignificantpublicrole inimplementing this Plan igflectedin Wildlife Acton Plan ®al § which

specifically directthat the Plan willéDevelop a knowledgeable citizenry that supports and participates

in wildlife conservatiol Theassociatedbjectives andstrategies within this goal are directly tied to
publicparticipation In a complex social setting, bringing the message of this Btaenlisting ideas

and supportNB |j dzA NBa | aLISOALf F20dza SELINBAASRKR IGEKNER dZAK |
we discuss the relevance piiblic participation to bjectivesand strategeswithin Goal 6.

[Objective 6.1

Pennsylvania has an aaiand expansive conservation communiynd coordination with these

partners will be crucial for effective awach initiatives to diverse audiences of this Plare fiissions of
these partners may vayyanging fom local (e.g., watershed groups, local land trusts) to statewide (e.g.,
state agencies, negovernmental organizations, institutions and foundatiofi$)e Vision and Purpose

of the 2015Plan can unite conservation partneasross theseoles and missiongecause these

collective actionsvill beONHzOA F £ (12 aSOdzaNAy3a (GKS S02t23A0Ft AyidS
resources. Central to this coorditnan effort will be expandingublic awareness and understanding of
Species of Greatest Conservation Né€8GCNand their habitatsassociated threats and risks (e.g.,
climate change, invasive species, pathogams)ecosystem servicgg.g.,reduction offloods by

wetlands)

LYLRNIFyGtes tSyyaetdryAlQa O2yaSNBI GA2Y O2YYdzy Al
critical issues relevant to this Pldfor example, outreach for invasive species prevention is well

underway through the Pennsylni Invasive Species Council (PIB)s, coordination with partners

may not be starting specifically with this Plan, but rather continuing to implemeating efforts. Yet,

wherecurrent initiatives by partnerare not in harmony with tis Plan, or hag not been initiated, we

will determine mechanisms for the most effective mutual messaging to the public. The Pennsylvania
conservation communityas diverse interests in natural resour@e®l issues are evolving. We therefore

need to work with establishegartners and nosraditional groups to encourage their involvement.

With clear, concise and engaging messaging, we can support outreiwspartners about thiBlan.

As with implemering on-the-ground conservation activities, monitoring the effieeness of this
messaging will be important. Surveys and other analytical tools will provide feedback on the usefulness
of this coordination and communication.

‘ Best Practices
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Encourage public input and participation in wildlife management decisions and

activities.

[Ohective 6.2

Although led by the PGC and PFBC, this Wildlife Action Plan is for all of Pennsylvania. Encouraging public
input and participation will require communicati@t multiple scales and throughbroadarray of
media.For example,his communicatio may be direcbne-on-one discussions with private landowners
about how tovoluntarilymaximize benefits for SGCN on thegioperty (e.g.PGPrivate Lands
Assistance Progranoy use of social andeb-basedmedia for serving technical resources to large
audiences. The types of audienses needto reachwill guide the approaches required to distribute
relevant information. V& willcommunicate withthe public in ways that are appealing, informative and
encourage participation.

Support conservation outrea ch initiatives .

[Objective 6.8

As expressed throughout thikiapter, communication with the public is a common and important
activity, and the challenge of effectively expressing complex issues to diverse audiences will require a
communication strategy. #\part ofébestpractices for public participation (AFWA 2012), this strategy

& A tefine dbjectives for public involvement processes. L (i 4 A d clear LdbEPs@ridiRgSof thie
purpose for initiating a public engagement procéss h dzNJ O 2 Y ¥rategyalSdwili édévglop and
implement a public participation process tha) Identifies key constituent groups/audiencemd 2)
Identifies involvement gda appropriate to each audienge

In 2014 PGC and PFB@ff convenedo scopeout componentof a communication strategfor the

Plan From these early discussions, we identified potential audiences, types of media, and diverse events
where this information ould be served. With completion of this Plan, we now have a document from
which todevelopmaterials for this outreacland more formally develop the communication strategy

This strategy will provide timelines, benchmarks and opportunities for periodic evaluation. We aim to
complete this communication strategy within the first year of Plan imgletation. Consistent with the
communication strategy, we will provide diverse educational experiences to traditional and non
traditional partners. Multiple media (e.g., social media, vesed, print) will allow us to reach a

broader audience than may habeen considered in previous years.

Public Involvement in the Revision Process

Public Opinion Survey
Adapted from Responsive Management (2014)

In 2014, at the request of theG and in cooperation with theFBCResponsive Management

conducted pollingtd aaSaa t Syyaet dryAiAl NBaAaARSYyGaQ 2LIAYAZ2YA
(Responsive Management 201 he pollingalso included questions to assess public opinions on PGC

and PFBC activities, priorities and funding opti@msl assessed attitudes toward hunting, fishing, and

game species. Questions were based on a similar 1996 stiiwegdnsive Management 19cand

designed to assess temporal changes in public attitudes on these topics. Fidelity to the 1996 survey was
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desired, but questions
were updated and

revised by the survey
coordinaion team for Population growth (]
contextual relevance. Pollution in general ]

Polluted water /water quality [H]

Habitat loss / fragmentation / degradation [

Urban sprawl / over-development [B2

For thistelephone Management of threatened or endangered species [J]
survey, a total of 3,660 Cimate change [
complete interviews Invasive species I 2

were obtained from ) ]
Diseases [| 2

Pennsylvania residents 1
Not enough water /water quantity [| 1
18 years old and older. .

) . Air pollution / air quality | 1
Sampling was stratified rpollution ferquality.

by Congressional Other ﬁ 9
District with a minimum There is no important issue 8
of 200 complete Fig.8.1. Percent of responses by category when respondents were

asked, in their opinion, to identify the most important issue or
concern facing nongame wildlife in Pennsylvania today. Survey
Throughout the report, Questions 8 and 9. (Opernded:;only one response allowed.)
findings of the survey Source: Responsive Management (2014).

are reported at a 95%

confidence interval. Statewide analysisdlesampling error tht did not exceed +/1.62 percentage
points. Sampling error was calculated with a sample size of 3j&6@ @opulation size of 9,910,224
Pennsylvania residents 18 years old and older.

interviews per District.

Here we provide a synopsis of isswesmsideredmore relevant to thePlan However, the report
containsother important findingsand readers are encouraged to review thdismreport (Responsive
Management2014).

Perceived Threats to Nongame Wildlife in Pennsylvania

As an operended questionPennsylvania residents were askedittentify the single mostmportant

issue or concern facing nongame wildlife in Pennsylvania today. The top cateetified was habitat
loss/fragmentation/degradation (16%dpllowed by related concerns of urban spraexter-development
(6%) and population growth (6%8jig.8.1). Other important issues includeépollution in genera (5%),
polluted water specifically (5%), and management of threatened or endangered wildlifeM&®4).of
these perceived threats align witictual threats identifiedor SSCN(Chapter 1, Appendix 1.4)

However, nearly onethird (32%) of respondents did not know of a threat, highlighting a topic for more
intensive outreach when implementing the 2015 Plan.
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i BT OOATAA T £ #1 1 1<E00EIT60 ! AOEOEOEA
Respondents werpresented a list of
11 activitiesconducted bythe PGC
and PFB@nd asked to rate the
importance of eaclactivityasvery Enforcing wildiife laws [N
important, somewhat important
somewhat unimportanor very

Addressing wildlife diseases |

Restoring and improving habitat for wildlife |

Addressing invasive species, that is, speciesthat may ey

unlmportant When aSked If these adversely affect or disrupt habitats or other wildlife
- A 1 > ¥ S 50 183 S A 2 T of actions, such has habitat protection or
I O u }\ Q }\ u }\ )Slmpormlﬁé\l\s a %@oﬁg\g ftm' nongame specis:t:\gt atrecz:t risk o
responsesppeared toclusterinto before they become endangered

.. Educating the public about Pennsylvania's nongame [
three similar levels of response rates wildlife i
(l .e. y tlerS) ACCOFdIng tO Purchasing land for the purpose of protecting species

. that are declining or in need of conservation e

respondents, tie mostimportant

activitiesof the commissions were Monitoring nongame wildlife populations |
addressing wildlife diseases (80% rate Managig for 2 vrietyof ongame widife speciesas |
this asveryimportant) and enfocing Addressing problems and damage caused by nongame
wildlife laws (79%{Fig.8.2). In the wild birds and mammals
second tierof responsesfour Reimmducingnung::nenz:;i:isathmnceexisted n
activitieswere considered bywo-

thirds or moreof respondentsasvery

important. These includedestoring

. . . 0
and |mp.rOV|.ng hgbltat (73_/0)’ o F19-8.2. Percent of respondents who think that each of the
addressw.lg mva;we species (72 /O)following is avery important activity for the Commissions
conservaion actions for nongame  (syrvey Questions 2939). Source: Responsive Management
species atisk (68%)and educating (2014).

the public about nongame wildlife

(67%) In a third tier, ove50% of respondents indicatgulirchasing land to protect species that are
declining or in need of conservation (59%)d monitoringnongame wildlife populations (53%) were
consideredvery important

T T T T T 1
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent

When asked if managing and conserving nhongame wildlife is an important or unimportant function of

the Commissions, 63% of respondents considered this tebgimportant When this leel of response

was ompared toa similar question ithe 1996 Survey (Responsive Management 1966)2014

results showed 14% increase in respsgsfor this level of importance (Fig§.3).

| DPETEITTO 11T 0AT1TOUI OATEAGO 7EIATEEA ' ACGETT o1 Al
Asanew quesion for the 2014 survey and baseline for awarenesdy 12% ofespondentsndicated

having heard of the Plan, highlighting a basic need in the forthcoming communication strategy for this
Plan.
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Following this

question, 100 7 ;?}ii
respondents were
informed that he
Plan contains
information
pertaining to four
main areas:SGCN;
habitat conditions

80 1

60 1

Percent

40 A

9
4 5 5 5 3

where SGCNive; 0 ; . .
threats toSGN Very important Somewhat Neither Somewhat Very unimportant
i i important unimportant
andtheir habitats
andconservation Fig. 8.3. Percent of Pennsylvania residents responding to nongame public
actions to lessen opinion survey Question 16: Do you think managing and conserving nongamt

wildlife is an important or unimportant function of the Fish and Boat and Gam

those threats. After > _
Commissions? Source: Responsive Management (2014).

this information was
providedto respondents, they werthen asked which area they thought was most important. Although
responses were distributedmong all four areas, the top twavereto lessen threats (30%) and habitat
conditions where species of greatest need live (2@®i).8.4).

Sources of Information a bout Nongame
Fish and Wildlife

An openended question asked Pennsylvania
residents where they get information about
nongame fish and wildlifé~or this question,
respondentscouldidentify multiple sources.

_ | The top sources are friends and family

1 (22%) the Internet (21%)magazines (19%)
and television (17%) (Fi85). As with other
parts of this public opinion survey, this
information will be usefulvhen developing
the forthcomingcommunication strategyor
this Plan

Species of greatest
conservation need

Habitat condition
where those species
live

Threats to species
and habitats

Conservation actions
to lessen those
threats

Don't know

40 60 80 100
Percent (n=3660)
Fig. 8.4. Percent distribution of respondents when asked  pplic Review
"Which one of the four main areas addressed in the State
Wildlife ActionPIAT AT  OEAU AT 1T OEAA Public Review diate Wildlife Action
Survey question 42. Source: Responsive Management Plarsis compulsory for thiRequired
(2014). Elementand is compliant with the AFWA
G éstpracticeé ¢ KA O 2edsdré G S &
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that the general public has an

. . From friends / family |
opportunity to review and

Internet / website other than Game =

comment on the plan before |t Commission website

is submitted.Give 3@60 days Magazinas [0
for the publieccomment v
perl0d£ Word-of-mouth | 1]
Beg|nn|ng AugUSt 1, 2014, the Personal experience || |

PGC and PFBC began posting
draft materials to their
respective websites. These
early documents included:
Purpose, Guiding Principles,
Vision and Goals. These
featuresserve aghe basic
framework for thePlan;
thereforeit wasimportant to

Brochures or pamphlets |
PA Game Commission website [
Social media |}

PA Game Commission employee / office ||

Multiple Responses Allowed

PA Fish and Boat Commission website [

PA Fish and Boat Commission employee / office

Email

gatherearlyfeedback on these Other |

items. Although we had initially Don'tknow  (FIE

scheduled the comment period o 0 0 0 g0 100
through September 30, 2014 Percent (n=3660)

this was subsequently

extendedwithout specifying an end _ o _

date. This material was a snizpart of F|g.8._5. P"ercent distribution of res_pondent_s answering the
question "Where do you get your information about

the overall planthereforewe did not  nongame fish and wildlife?" Survey question 66Source:

provide a press releassmnouncing Responsive Management (2014).

this materia) but rather sent notices

to the Steering and Advisory Committees and Pennsylgsi@aming With Wildlife Coaliticend other

partners Access to webpag®gth this materialwas availabl®n both agency websitahrough each

aa S y @ebsitd homepagéNote: this homepage access was temporarily removed from the PFBC

website from 05.18.18)6.23.15)

The completed draft plan was posted on the PGC and PFB@easdbsa 30daypublic reviewand
commenton 12 August 201%ith comments received throughl September 2013Readers who wished

to provide comments could access an electronic form, apdn submittal, were notified that their

comments had been recordeWe also received comments viarail and one handlritten letter

delivered by the U.S. Postal ServiERis public comment period waitially announced through a press
release from each Commiss@rii  t NJ @able 8. BABpen0iS8.1Exhibits 1, 2)These press

NEf SIFaSa ¢SNBE (KSy LkebsitedHBmelPagartsl lsodid media (VeFdcdioaki 2 v Q a
page and Twitteaccounty.! & | NBadzZ & 2F (GKS LINBSaa NBfSFasSax
providing comment on the draft Plan. Inditlon, the July/Augusissue of the PFBC Angler and Boater
Magazinealsocontained an article othe Plan revisiomnd included thevebpage locationwhere

' Public Involvement in the Revision Process
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readerscouldprovide comments on the Plan. Thimgazine wasidtributed during thelast week of
Augustandfirst week of September ogeaders would have been notified late in the public comment
period. Nevertheless, this publication provided amatisourceand medium by whichhie Planand
public comment period were announced

Table 8.1.Distribution of announcements orthe draft 2015 Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan
for the public commentperiod (12 August through1l September2015).

| PGC | PFBC | Total

Directrecipients of pessrelease8 3,250 1,500 4,750

Facdook friends 95,000 19,750 114,750

Twitter followers 6,500 4,000 10,500

Agency updates email list 39,000 nla 39,000

Number webpageiews 1,944 2,283 4,227

PFBC Angler and Boater Magaz n/a 14,000 14,000

Other

PA Chapter American Fisheries Soc 100
PA ®apter of The Wildlife Societ 240

®Based on Ryss Secretary distribution liStEmail contacts maintagd by PGC or PFB@ titizens who sign
up voluntarilyto receive agency updates. PGC included the Watchable Wildlife and News Release em:
°2015 State Wildlife Action Plamiquewebpageviews2 y St OK [/ 2 Y'Y A ®Paidisgbgceiiers. o ¢

As noted in Chapter, Partnersthere areno federally recognized Native American Tritlet manage

or administer programs thatignificanly affect the conservationof Pgna & t @I y Al Qa { D/ b 2 NJ
habitats.However ,Native American Tribes haagichhistoricaland culturakrelevance to the

Commonwealthand given thigperspective during the public comment periodve reached outl8 Tribes

or affiliatesthrough direct electonic correspondencéTable 8.2).

Table 8.2. Native American Tribes to which correspondences were sent regarding announcement
the draft public comment periodfor the 2015 Pennsylvaniawildlife Action Plan.

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahon Lenape Nation Shawnee Tribfe
Cayuga Nation Oneida Indian Nation St. Regis Mohawk Tribe
Catawba Natioh Oneida Nation of Wiscongin StockbridgeMunsee Band of
the Mohican Nation
Delaware Nation o®klahomé Onondaga Nation Tonawanda Band of Seneca
Indians of New York
Delaware Tribe of Indiahs Seneca Nation of Indiahs Tonawanda Seneca Natfbn
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahdme SenecaCayuga Tribe of Tuscarora Nation
Oklahoma

nitial corresponeénce sent 0827-15; "One or more orrespondences were returneasundeliverable.

Public Involvement in the Revision Process
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We received?92 commentsfrom 46 individual respondents goersonsaffiliated with an organization
(Table 8.3)Comments were submittedither via emailor comment formsaccessible froneach

[ 2 Y'Y A aZ0858tgt€Mdildlife Action Plawebpage Of the comments receive@47 wereidentified
as potentiallyrelevant or not duplicativeand providedprimarilytechnical and editorial suggestians
These commentsnproved the Plaiby Table 83. Number of public comments received and

identifying text that was either incorrect organizations providing comments on the draft 2015
unclear,or required additional information ~ Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan08.12.15 through

we especially focuseour attentionon these _09:11.15

items. Several suggestions were beyond the Webpage aneémalil (Dmmentsc 291
immediatescope of Plan development, but .LI_J;;‘ 2912

will be considerediuringPlan 1 American Rivers

implementation(e.g., additional 1 Marcellus Shale Coalition
recommendationsanalyses and 1 Pennsylvania Forest Products Association
communication strategiesomments f  The Nature Conservancy

deemed not diectly relevant to the Rn 1 The Wildlife Society

were primarily on topicselated tohunting f Trout Unlimited, Pennsylvania Council
regulationsandfisheries management. 1 Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

Twenty respondents provided comments, but no substantive recommendatimes.email noted

problems with accessing the comment form. Folopvcorrespndence provided guidance, but no

further correspondence was received from the user. Another user called also expressing difficulty with
the website, and provided handritten comments, noted in Table 8.3. He was offerdthad copyof

the document, but delined.During and following the public comment periate reviewed the entire

draft Plan updating text, figures, tables, and referen@sneededpften in response to public
commentsreceived

Developing and maintaining awareneddtee Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan is an ongoing process,
andduring development of thi®lan, the PGC and PFBC provided information toghklic in a variety
of formats. Here we summarize activities to involve and inform the public in developmtis éflan.

Plan information has been provided through formats familiar to PGC and PFBC constituents. These
media are in support of ébestpracticeé where information is provided followinpe 68 @ I (i SiQ & LJdzo
notification and comment period processes, such as commission meetings and héarings

As this Plan was nearing completion, in June 2015, a presentation was provided by the PGC Plan
coordinator to the PGC Board of Commissioners tiag also webcasfThis presentation included a
brief tour of theEight Required Elemerdasd the products of the planning process. Similarly, in July
2015, the PFBC Fisheries Bureau Director provided an update on the Plan at the PFBC Board of
Commissioners meeting. Note®f these materials are part of the publicly available agenda.
Publications and announcements provided by @@mmission@elpedto inform the public abouboth

| Outreach Initiatives
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implementation and revision dhe 2005 Plan. Heteve provide an overview of these publigats and
activities.

The PGC publishes tRennsylvani&ameNews with a distribution ofapproximately 73,000 printed
copies of which 39,26%re paid subscriptionsjewsstands approximategccount for8,278; 12,373
copiesfor farm-game, safetyzone & forestgame cooperatordpr schools & libraries4,548copies are
provided and forHunter-Trapper Education2,117copies Recent publications relevai either the
2005 Planor development othe 2015 Planinclude:

August2013
Taking Action for All Wildlife: A comprehensive plan for the management of wildlife statewide

Summary The Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan and SEateibalwildlife Grants Program
work in synchrony with each other. Thiéildlife ActionPlan is required foreceipt of State&
TribalWildlife Grant funding, and the funding is used to implement the Plan. Highlighted are
several projects implemented to address goals and objectives of the Plan.

(Appendix 8.1 )

April 206
An Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Pound of Cure

Summary Outlining the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan, this article highlights &tatial

Wildlife Grant funded projestll K & | NB &4dz00S&aafdzZ te& LINRPGISOGAY3
mammals. Among the pjects discussed are the Second Breeding Bird Atlas, Barn Owl

Conservation Initiative, and two projects that addresgds of the Alleghemyoodrat.

(Appendix 8.1Exhibit 9

June P14 Project SNOWSstorimResearch osnowy owls in Pennsylvania

July 2014Keeping Common Species CommRoie of the Plan and current activities to help recover
species.

March 2015 Neotropical Returns
Tracking neotropical migrants using ligdensitivegeolocators.
April 2015 Hanging with the People

Recovery of the Osprey in Pennsylvania
(Appendix 81, Exhibit §

| Outreach Initiatives



2015 -2025 Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan OO '

Pennsylvania Angler and Boater

The PFB@ublishes thdPennsylvani@dngler and Boater Magazirsx times annu@y with a distribution
to 14,000paid subschers and 20,500 recipients of the electronic versiéor each issuegtect articles
are provided on the PFB&ebsitewithout a subscriptionRecent publications relevant to either the
2005 Planor developmentof the 2015 Planinclude:

September/October 2013
{GFrGS 2AftREAFS ! OGA2Y tfyY -RisRA&pfaliciSpezidasy 3 ¢ KNBI Ga

SummaryEnvironmentallireatstot Sy y & & &pddiey dnd Malitatsre highlighted to bring
awareness to readers about the diverse and complex resource concerns affec@ingy a 8 f @1 yA I ¢
natural resources

September/October 2014
{G1FGS 2AftREATFS 1 OGA2Y tflyy LRSY (A T&Risk Spedie y & SNID|

Summary Despite the many threats identified in the 2013 article, the public and conservation
community can take actioto reduce or eliminate these threats. A general table of conservation
actions and threats illustrates potential actions which could be applied to address a general
threat.

July August2015
The Pennsylvania Wdlife ActionPlancl  f A TSt Ay S FT2NJ 0KS [/ 2YY2y oS|I (KQ:

Summary Following previous Plathemedarticles,this article describel the State Wildlife
Action Plan, its purpose and averview of the revision procesthe issue with this &cle was
distributed during the publicomment period (late August/early Septembérs allowing a
limited time for readers to review the Plan and provide comments

Reports by the PGC and PFBC

The PGC and PFBC developed materials on a regularsbasiearizing progress for a broad range of
biodiversity conservation initiatives. For the PGC this is typically provided through Annual Wildlife
Management Reportslo illustrate the breadth of topicthe 201314 reports which were the most
currently available at submission of this PJamcluded the following projects:

Pennsylvania Game Commission Wildlife Management Annual Reports for 262614
70004- Colonial Nesting Bird Study

70007- Surveys of Terrestrial MamahSpecies of Special Concern

70008- Summer Bat Concentration Survey/Appalachian Bat Count

71040- Goldenwinged Warbler Comprehensive Monitoring and Management
71101- Bdd Eagle Breeding and Wintering Surveys

71401- Indiana Bat Hibernacula Surveys

71402- Indiana BatNlyotis sodali} Summer Roost Investigations
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http://fishandboat.com/anglerboater/2013ab/vol82num5_sepoct/10wap.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/anglerboater/2014ab/vol84num5_sepoct/09swap.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/angon2.htm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_161077_12773_1935066_43/http;/pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/diversity_13.
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_70007_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_70008_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71040_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71101_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diverstiy_71401_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71402_ci.html&mode=2
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71801- Allegheny Woodrat8veys

71501- Peregrine Falcon Investigations
71701- Osprey Nest Surveys

72302- Wetland Nesting Bird Surveys
79701- Private Landowner Assgsice Program
79801- Barn Owl Conservation Initiative

Additionally, the PGC Wildlife Diversity Division produces an lllustrated ARepalt each year that
briefly, and stylistically, highlights these projects and more. €ogie provided to each Congressional
office and made available to the public through the REDsite.

The PFBC has reported progress on StateibalWildlife Grant Projects through thetaie Wildlife

Grants Annual Summary Documeriis addition to updates on specific projects, articles inahe3

2014, and2015summaries discussed Plegvision and role of the Plan in conserving aquatic resources.
Information on implementing and revising the PBohas been noted in PFE014-Quarterly Reports
Q1 0z 03 and2014Annual Report.

Plan Implementation and Public Participation

Legislative Updates

As expressed in the 2005 Pj&oal 3and 2015 PlarGoal §develop a knowledgeablgdtizenry that

supports and participates in wildlife conservatioerognizes the significance of providing to the public,
AYF2NXI GA2Y | 0 2 dzio supBoytlyisigdat, Welhglva inf@raed kedislatgrsboy

participating in the Association of Fiahd Wildlife Agencies (AFWA), anntieaming With Wildlife

(TWW) Fiyinin Washington, D.Q:his event is an opportunity to keep legislato®rmed aboutState

& TribalWildlife Grantfunded projects andhe importanceof this work to help secure the
CoY2ygSIftiKQa FTAAK YR gAfREATS NBaz2dNOSad {iGlFGSs
PFBC highlight the broad scope of work conducted under this pro¢rapendi@.2: Exhibits 12). We

anticipate maintaining tts communicatioras part of implementinghe 2015 Plan

State Wildlife Grants Call -for -Projects

The PGC and PFBC developed a total of 110 State and Tribal WildliféuBdadt projects as part of
planning implementing and revisinghe 2005 Plaridetailsin the Introduction Chapter)For these
projects, funds were directed to support agency staff, but also to projects conducted by partners.
Recognizing the scope of tasks to be conducted, coupled with limited staff capacity, the agencies
engaged the pubd § K N2 oK N& 2 IS ©ig} whiohtrdsuitdd Sollectively in 50 grantees
between FY2001 and 2014. Although grantees were often parttierse announcements informed the
public about priorities currently being addressed in the2005 Planoudh theseannouncementsthe
public was made aware of the Plan and current resource needs.

Amendments to the 2005 Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan

In the introduction of this Plan, we describddee Amendments to the 2005 Plan, of which two

amendments: 1Addition of native eastern brook trouSélvelinus fontinaljsand 2) Addition of

American shadAlosa sapidsima) ¢ SNBX O2yaARSNBR aYl 22 NeommeMSYyRYSy i
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http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71801_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71501_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_71701_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_72302_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_79701_ci.html&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=563677&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/marketingsites/game_commission/content/resources/reportsandminutes/annualwildlifemanagementreports/2013_diversity_79801_ci.html&mode=2
http://fishandboat.com/promo/grants/swg/00swg.htm
http://fishandboat.com/promo/grants/swg/00swg.htm
http://fishandboat.com/promo/grants/swg/summary2013swg.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/promo/grants/swg/summary2014swg.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/promo/grants/swg/summary2015swg.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/images/exec/strat-quarterly/2014q1.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/images/exec/strat-quarterly/2014q2.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/images/exec/strat-quarterly/2014q3.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/promo/annualreport/2014ann_rpt.pdf
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period was required, and for these amendments a total of 126 comments weeeveel; demonstrating
public involvement in the revision process.

Table 8.4. Years during which the PGC and PFBC
conducted public callsfor-projects.

Year PGC PFBC
200%°

2002

2003

2004

2003

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014 .

®Pre-State and Tribal Wildlife Grants (Wildlife
Conservation and Restoration PrografCRP).
®Program administered by PGC, but GaliProjects

may have included PFBC initiatives.
¢Joint CatFor-Projects.
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Appendix 8 .1

Exhibit 1.
PGC announcement of a public comment period for the full draft 2015 Plan.

Relesse #033-15

A STATE AGENCIES w  OMLINE SERVICES v

wBack

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Mgt 12, 2015

Release #033-15

. . . Roport a Violation
PUBLIC CAN COMMENT ON PENNSYLVANIA'S WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN

Dirqft of 2013-2025 update can be found online, comment accepted through Sept. 11

Subkscribe to Email

public ingat throogh Sept 11 on the draft 2015-2025 Pennsyhvania Wildlife Action Plan
The draft plan and comment forms can be found at: htp fshandboat com'swap 2015 hon. Choestions m
can be directed to the Game Commission at WildlifePlanCrmmts@ipa. zov or to the Fish and Boat Commission  'm pee Belesces
at BA-FESWAPEpa gov. Use “SWAP in the subject line.
The purpose of the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan is “to conserve Pennsybvania’s native wildlife, ‘:'Wm
maintain visble habitat, and protect and enhance Species of Greatest Conservation Need ™ First developed in 201E-18 ol
2005, the plan has been the Commonwealth’s blueprint for managing and profecting imperiled species. As ‘:‘m
required by Congress, State Wildlife Action Plans must be revised no less than every 10 years. For the past 10

years the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Flan and sssociated fimding from State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Applications

hawe been cmcizsl for protecting and recovering imperiled species and their habitats. Deer Management Assist
“State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAF) are desizped to help keep our common native species fiom QW

becoming more rare,” said PFEC Execotive Director Jobhn Arway. “For rare species already Listed as  Doe License Update

threatened or endangered, the plan is 3 framework to assist with their recovery. The SWAP is a umigque
opportanity fo plan how we can work together to protect, conserve and enhance not only owr diverse fish and B WML Map

wildlife resources but also the habitats that allow them to contioae to live and survive on om o Harvested Bear hge Data

Commonwealth’s lands and in oar wabers.™ & State Game Land
“Pennsylvania’s Wildlife Action Flan is 3 commitment o maintaining the Commonweslth's vast

diversity of native wildlife, something we are bound to preserve in accordance with our state constinztion.™ 'S Hunter Access

added Game Commission Executive Director . Matthew Hough. “Tt isn’t enough to say we will. We are P Public Shooting Banges

boumd by our constiationsl promise to generations yet to come and our conservation ethic to manage all of

the state’s natural resources wisaly. This plan helps us do that, and it ensures our efforts will be in stepwith | ® BSGmEan lssuing Agent
the federsl government and other states ™ T Lyme Disease

three years the Game Commission, Fich and Boat Commission and their parmers have compiled and

analyzed information relased to species, habitts, threats, conservation actions to address the threars, and TWI!EIIDIII
monitoring of these species and habitats. The revised draft plan has identified 664 species inchoding $0 binds, -
19 mammals, 18 amphibisns, 22 reptiles, §5 fishes and 450 invertebrates that Tequire ttention e

A State Wildlife Action Plan approved by the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service is required for states to = wildlife Action Plan
receive State & Tribal Wildlife Grant Program fimds. The Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan is scheduled to

be delivered to the 17.5. Fish and Wildlife Service by Sept. 30, 2015, ®= § Cther Special Everts
#4# [Back to Ton)
hitp v portal mabe pi.uy, St pok alpablished L TR AT ——— - dessslutichentredense 05315 imI[LILT0LE 5:22.00 AM]
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Exhibit 2.
PFBC announcement of a public comment period for the full draft 2015 Pennsylvania \Wdtibfe

Plan.

Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission

estadiliobed TAOH

August 12, 2015
Commissions Seek Public Comments on Pennsylvania’s Wildlife Action Plan

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Aug. 12) —The Pennsylvania Game Commission and Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission (PFBC) are seeking public input through Sept. 11 on the draft 2015-2025 Pennsyhvania
Wildlife Action Plan.

The draft plan and comment forms can be found at hifpolfishandboatcomiswap2D15 himn.  Questions
can be directed to the Game Commission at WildlifePlanCmnts{@pa.gov or to the Fish and Boat
Commission at RA-FBSWAP @pa.gov. Use "SWAP™ in the subject line.

The purpase of the Pennsyhvania Wildlife Action Plan is "o conserve Pennsylvania's native wildlife,
maintain viable habitat, and protect and enhance Species of Greatest Conservation Meed.” First
developed in 2005, the plan has been the Commonwealth's blueprint for managing and protecting
imperiled species. As required by Congress, State Wildlife Action Plans must be revised no less than
every 10 years. For the past 10 years the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan and associated funding from
State and Tribal Wildlife Grants have been crucial for protecting and recovering imperiled species and
their habitats.

“State Wildlife Action Plans (SWAP) are designed to help keep our common native species from
becoming mare rare,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. "For rare species already listed as
threatened or endangered, the plan is a framework to assist with their recovery. The SWAP is a unigue
opportunity to plan how we can work together to protect, consenve and enhance not only our diverse fish
and wildlife resources but also the habitats that allow them to continue to live and survive on our
Commonwealth's lands and in ouwr waters.”

“Pennsylvania’s Wildlife Action Plan is a commitment to maintaining the Commonwealth's vast diversity of
native wildife, something we are bound to preserve in accordance with our state constitution,” added
Game Commission Executive Director R. Matthew Hough. It isn't encugh to say we will. We are bound
by our constitutional promise to generations yet to come and our conservation ethic to manage all of the
state’s natural resources wisely. This plan helps us do that, and it ensures our efforts will be in step with
the federal government and other states.”

Bringing together conservation agencies and organizations from across the Commonwealth, for neary
three years the Game Commission, Fish and Boat Commission, and their partners have compiled and
analyzed information related to species, habitats, threats, conservation actions to address the threats,
and monitoring of these species and habitats. The revised draft plan has identified 664 species including
80 birds, 18 mammals, 18 amphibians, 22 reptiles, 85 fishes and 450 invertebrates that require attention.
A State Wildlife Action Plan approved by the U_5. Fish and Wildlife Service is required for states to
receive State & Tribal Wildlife Grant Program funds. The Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan is scheduled
to be delivered to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service by Sept. 30, 2015.

i

Media Contacts:

COur Mission: wnw fishand hoat.com

Te PEGTACT, COUTITI awd corhance the Commenmealeh's ;.:r;.'a')‘l?r' FESRNFSAE awaf;umw“e_ﬁ!.k]‘xx and ﬁclrz!?mlq' .dlplhf:l:m:_'alﬂlﬂ.
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Exhibit 3 .

Taking Action For All Wildlife: A comprehensive plan for the management of wildlife statéwfidée
published in thePennsylvania Game Newabout the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan

By Nate Zalik
an
Cathy Haffner

ENNSYLVANIANS love wildlife

and the numbers prove it! In a
national survey of hunters, anglers
and wildlife watchers, published by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2012,
Pennsylvania ranks in the top five
for states with the highest number of
in-state hunters and wildlife watchers
(775,000 and 3,598,000 respectively).
With a mission to manage all wild
birds, wild mammals and their habitats
for this and future generations, the
Game Commission takes these sta-
tistics to heart. How do we ensure all
citizens of the Commonwealth have
the opportunity to enjoy all wildlife?
Luckily, we have a plan and way to
execute it.

The State Wildlife Action Plan,

14

developed and implemented jointly
with the Fish & Boat Commission and
hundreds of partners, is a comprehen-
sive blueprint for wildlife conservation
action in Pennsylvania. It provides
proactive prescriptions for preventing
further species endangerment, which
is a more affordable approach than
waiting until critical care is needed
to bring a species back from the brink
of extinction. Finalized in 2005, the
plan identifies and prioritizes species
of greatest conservation need, evalu-
ates habitat conditions, determines
threats to species and their habitats
and outlines priority conservation
actions to address the threats. Penn-
sylvania was not alone in developing a
State Wildlife Action Plan. All states
and U.S. territories compiled these
comprehensive wildlife conservation
strategies when Congress created the
State Wildlife Grants Program in 2001.

GAME NEWS
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prove habitat for one of Pennsylvania’s
most striking species of songbirds. The
golden-winged warbler is a bird that
inhabits young forests, in association
with other wildlife such as the ruffed
grouse, American woodcock, eastern
whip-poor-will and Appalachian cot-
tontail. White-tailed deer and black
bears also will use the young forests cre-
ated through this project. To date, more
than 2,000 acres have been marked for
timber harvests to create young forest
habitat on state game lands.
Golden-winged warblers hold spe-
cial significance in the State Wildlife
Action Plan as part of a group of species
labeled “Pennsylvania responsibility
species.” The biologists, sportsmen and
conservationists who worked together
on the plan recognized Pennsylvania’s
key role for the persistence of certain
species. These responsibility species
have core populations or significant
proportions of their regional popula-
tions in Pennsylvania. In the case
of golden-winged warblers, nearly
10 percent of the world’s population

16

nests in Pennsylvania. Other examples
of responsibility species include the
scarlet tanager (nearly 20 percent
of the world’s nesting population in
Pennsylvania), a striking bright red
bird with black wings found in forests,
and the Allegheny woodrat (greater
than five percent of the world’s popula-
tion is here), a native mammal found
in rugged, rocky habitats. Because
Pennsylvania is a stronghold for these
species, we have a high responsibility
to properly manage the habitats upon
which these species and many others
depend.

The state threatened Allegheny
woodrat is a seldom-seen native mam-
mal that has its largest colonies in cen-
tral and southwestern Pennsylvania.
Unlike introduced Norway rats, which
often live near areas of human habita-
tion or waste-disposal sites, Allegheny
woodrats are found in remote, rocky
areas including cliffs, rock outcrops
and caves. Despite their preference for
habitats that traditionally had little di-
rect impacts by people, woodrats have

GAME NEWS
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