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The Commission’s Fisheries Manage-
ment Area 4 includes Tioga, Bradford, 
Susquehanna, Lackawanna, Wyo-
ming, Luzerne, Sullivan and Columbia 
counties.  According to Area 4 Fisher-
ies Manager Rob Wnuk, the ice action 
this year should be really good.

“In Tioga County, Beechwood Lake, 
Hammond Lake, Cowanesque Lake 
and Hills Creek Lake will be your best 
bets,” says Wnuk.  “At Beechwood, 
you’ll fi nd an excellent fi shery for 
trophy largemouth bass and big crap-
pies, perch and bluegills.  There’s also 
a nice walleye population, and the 
Commission stocks hatchery trout 
there late in the winter.”

At Hammond Lake, look for excel-
lent action with big crappies.

Cowanesque Lake offers an excel-
lent fi shery for trophy muskellunge, 
Wnuk says.  “Muskies tend to prefer 
the shallower areas at the upper end 
of the lake, and there’s very good 
crappie and largemouth bass fi shing.”

Hills Creek Lake is very good for 
large bluegills with good crappie, wall-
eye, and largemouth bass fi sheries.

In Bradford County, says Wnuk, 
Stephen Foster Lake is a good ice-ac-
tion bet where you’ll fi nd excellent 
fi sheries for yellow perch, crappies, 
bluegills and largemouth bass.

“Try Quaker Lake in Susquehan-
na County,” Wnuk says.  “Quaker is 
mostly a private lake, but anglers can 
get to it from the Commission access.  
It’s primarily a stocked trout fi shery.” 
Trout are stocked there preseason, 
inseason and in late winter.  The lake 
can hold trout year-round, so trophy 
fi sh are present.

In Lackawanna County, Wnuk 
suggests Lackawanna Lake, Fords 
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Lake and Merli-Sarnoski Park Lake.  
Wnuk says that Lackawanna Lake is 
an excellent bluegill and crappie fi sh-
ery, and trophy muskies and bass are 
present.  Muskies seem to hang out 
at the point near Kennedy Creek, in 
the “neck,” and near the main boat 
launch.  Hatchery trout are stocked 
there in fall and late winter.

“Fords Lake is a very good crappie 
fi shery, and the largemouth bass popu-
lation there is improving,” Wnuk says.

At Merli-Sarnoski Park Lake, Wnuk 
says to look for very good action with 
chain pickerel.  Hatchery trout are 
stocked there in the fall.

In Wyoming County, Stevens Lake 
and Lake Winola are good bets for ice 
fi shing, Wnuk says.  “Stevens Lake is 
a very good fi shery for crappies and 
largemouth bass.  Lake Winola is 
mostly private, but anglers can reach it 
from the Commission access.”  Wnuk 
adds that Winola offers excellent fi sh-
eries for yellow perch, bluegills and 
rock bass.  Hatchery rainbow trout 
there can hold over, so trophy fi sh are 
present.  The bass population appears 
to be improving in response to a slot 
limit regulation.

In Luzerne County, Frances Slocum 
Lake is very good for crappies.  Wnuk 
says that trophy muskellunge, walleyes 
and largemouth bass are also present.  

Also in Luzerne County, Harveys 
Lake is mostly private, but anglers can 
reach it from the Commission access.  
Wnuk says that Harveys Lake has an 
exceptional fi shery for trophy brown 
trout up to 12 pounds.  Miscellaneous 
special regulations apply to the trout.  
Wnuk notes that walleye and small-
mouth bass populations are also ex-
ceptional there, but these species can 

be hard to catch, particularly through 
the ice.

Another Luzerne County pick, 
Harris Pond is very good for crappies, 
bluegills and largemouth bass with a 
fair chain pickerel population.

“Luzerne’s Lily Lake is excellent for 
trophy northern pike,” Wnuk says.  
The pike tend to concentrate at the 
fi rst point and associated cove east of 
the Commission access.  “Big bluegills, 
crappies and yellow perch are present 
there in good numbers, Wnuk adds, 
and hatchery trout are stocked in fall 
and late winter.

At Luzerne County’s Moon Lake, 
hatchery trout are stocked in the fall 
and late winter.  Bluegills and large-
mouth bass are present.

“In Luzerne and Sullivan counties, 
Lake Jean, in Ricketts Glen State Park, 
is located on the top of the Allegheny 
Front, so it’s the fi rst to freeze in my 
area,” Wnuk says.  “It is affected by acid 
precipitation, but fi sh populations ap-
pear to be improving in response to 
biannual liming treatments.  Chain 
pickerel, largemouth bass and yel-
low perch populations are fair.”  Ad-
ditionally, says Wnuk, hatchery trout 
stocked in April can hold over and 
provide some action in the winter.

Lastly, Wnuk suggests Columbia 
County’s Briar Creek Lake, which 
is very good for bass and panfi sh.  
Hatchery trout are stocked there in 
the fall and late winter.

 According to Area 4 Fisheries Man-
ager Rob Wnuk, the ice action this year 
should be really good.
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