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BOARD MEMBERS NAMED 
BY GOVERNOR PINCHOT 

Appointment of Kenneth A. Reid, Connellsville, and Edgar Wt Nicholson, 
Philadelphia, to the Board of Fish Commissioners, has met with widespread approval on 
the part of sportsmen in all sections of the state. Both appointees are representative 
sPortsmen, keenly interested in the promotion of good sportsmanship, and active in 
organized outdoor circles. 

In Kenneth A. Reid, Governor Pinchot named a past master at the art of 
fishing. Nationally knows for his proficiency in fly fishing, conductor of a column 
ln a national outdoor publication, Mr. Reid is regarded as an authority on the fine 
•touches to angling. He is president of the Connellsville Chapter, Izaak Walton 
League, and an active member of the Fayette County Fish and Game Protective Association, 

Edgar W« Nicholson is a pioneer in the movement to organize sportsmen 
°f-Pennsylvania. Prominently identified with the formation of the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Game Association, the oldest organization of its kind in the state, Mr. Nicholson 
for years served as president of the Association. He has long been active in promoting 
conservation of fish and game. 

BREAK UP VIOLATION 
COnOSSI0NE;\ UTIGEG 

Crush the fish law violator and enjoy better fishing, Oliver M. Deibler, 
Fish Commissioner, urges. 

Following discovery of evidence in several instances of seining and 
dynamiting in trout streams, the Fish Commission is making a determined drive to break 
up this desecration of streams. 

"The dynamiters and seiners of our streams, although comparatively few 
in number and limiting their activities to sections difficult of access, today loom 
Ra a real menp.ce to the fisherman's sport," the commissioner said. 

With a large force of fish and game wardens to combat illegal fishing, 
he said, every possible cooperation on the port of sportsmen is essential to breaking 
Up fish law violation. Prompt reporting of cases to wardens in their vicinity by 
fishermen is necessary. In some instances, it is believed, violators attempt to sell 
fish caught by illegal methods, and when such an attempt is made it should be im­
mediately reported to the nearest fish or game warden. 

A few men, fishing with illegal devices, nets, seines, or dynamite, 
may ruin the sport of thousands of fishermen, the commissioner said. Generally 
such violations occur under cover of darkness. 

Although a good current, now running in most streams, provides better 
Protection for trout from their natural enemies, this condition does not deter a 
Violator from ravaging the pools. If dynamite is used, or lime, not only the larger 
fish in the pool, but small trout and minnows are destroyed. Fish not wanted are 
left to drift away. 
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Trout in meadow and mountain streams have little chance to escape 
ne"tting activities of the violators. Limited size of the pools in which they live 
^°es not give the fish much opportunity to elude netters. Gigging or spearing fish 
at night also takes heavy toll in larger streams. 

A wave of indignation on the part of fishermen rightfully follows 
°ach violation of the fish lows* It is their money, paid in license fees, that 
^stocks the streams each year for betterment of the sport. 

The fact that, by actual count at the hatcheries, over 1,000,000 
brook trout above legal size were distributed last year, and manv thousands more 
-his spring, is proof of the sincerity of the Fish Commission in its drive for 
"etter fishing. If the streams are left to the honest efforts of anglers in taking 
ĥese trout, good fishing is assured, Commissioner Deibler said. 

SIXTEEN-INCH BROOK 
i TROUT LANDED; BOYDEN 

REPORTS OTHER CATCHES 

One of the old-timers of the brook trout clan on Phoenix Run, near 
9̂-leton, was landed in the opening day of the season, Horace Boyden, warden at 
^llsboro, writes. Sixteen inches in length, the big fellow tipped the scales at 
Oust a trifle over 2-j| pounds. The beautifully marked fish was taken by lb*, Foster, 
of Sndicott, H.Y. . 

This brook trout was the prize catch of the day on Phoenix Run, which 
also furnishes some good brown trout fishing. Boyden reports that the biggest brown 
-^nded measured 15 inches. 

Slate Run and its branches in Lycoming County lived up to pre-season 
Predictions, and some fine catches were made, 

"I returned last night from a two-day stay in Lycoming County," 
B°yden writes, "YsThile there I worked Slate Run and its tributaries. Although bait 
fishing on the main stream was not particularly effective early in the season, the 
wovm trout have started to take the fly. Some good catches were made recently. 
'jr« Tomb, of Slate Run, had a fine basket of brownies, twelve in number, that averaged 
ahout a pound apiece. They wore landed on a coachman." 

Big Fine Creek was too high for good fishing early in the season, 
^°yden says, but with rapidly receding water levels, it is expected to furnish ex-
Cellcnt sport this month. 

Roads in Potter, Tioga, and Lycoming Counties are greatly improved, 
he writes, and nearly every back stream in that section may now be reached by auto. 

C. L. Dickinson, of Corning, N. Y., who camped early in the season in 
"otter County, told him that fishing in Lyman Run is the best in three seasons. 

Yferden Boyden closed his report by urging caution on the part of 
fishermen with fire in the timber country. High winds and frosty nights have dried 
=he leaves, and every care must be exerted to minimize the danger of forest fires. 
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ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION 
OF THE YELLOW PERCH 
IIT PENNSYLVANIA 

% C. R. Buller, Deputy Commissioner, In Charge of Propagation 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In the concluding installment of Mr. Buller's article on rearing 
the yellow perch at the stato hatchery, the feeding of the baby 
fish is explained. 

At this time great care must be taken to see that they have sufficient 
water to prevent them from smothering, and yet not have the current strong enough to 
wash the tiny creatures against the overflow. All the shells and membrane will 
eventually come through the fish storage tanks, which necessitates constant \ratching 
to see that the overflow screens do not become clogged and the tanks run over. The 
shells are removed from the tanks by attaching a screen arrangement to the end of a 
syphon hose. .This screon is gently passed through tho tanks, the suction of the'hose 
being sufficient to make the shells and membrane attach themselves to the screen, 
but not sufficient suction to suck tho fish against it, ¥«'hon the screen becomes 
clogged it is removed and washed and the process repeated until all the foreign sub­
stance is removed ffom the tanks. 

Those little fish cannot be held in this crowded condition for more 
chan five to seven days, or until they require food. Attached to the lov.er portion 
of the tiny fish's body, is a food sac, the contents of which furnishes thorn with 
Nourishment for from five to seven days. 

During this time it takes no food from tho water. Before this sac is 
entirely absorbed the fish are removed from the storage tanks and sent out for dis­
tribution or placed in the rearing pondsa They are removed from the tanks with a 
small net made of silk bolting cloth. 

Each yoar millions of the little fish are hatched out at the different 
hatcheries for planting in Lake Erie and the inland waters. Owing to the vast number 
that are hatched It is necessary to ship in tho fry stage, but each year, as the pond 
areas are incroased at tho hatchery, more porch are held over until they are from 
seven to twelve months old, by which time thoy will have attained a growth of from 
three to six inches. 

The baby perch that are retained at the hatchery are placed in large 
roaring ponds having a natural dirt bottom in which a healthy growth of aquatic plant 
life exists. The plant life is favorable to the growth of small aquatic insects, 
which provide sufficient food for the baby fish during the first several weeks of 
th'jir life. By the time thoy have depleted the supply of tiny insocts, they are 
large enough to take the artificial food given to them, which is finely crushed 
sheep liver and clabbered cow's milk. This constitutes their food while at tho 
hatchery. 

As elsewhere stated, when the tiny fish hatch they are noarly trans­
parent. As they increase in size thoir ground color becomes darker and by tho time 
they are three-quarters of an inch long they will bo a light olivo aud the dark bands 
can be plainly seen, the brilliant colors of the fins not being seen at this ago. 

By the timo it roaches an ago of from eight to twelve months it has 
all the colors of a mature fish, Tho rate of growth of the fish for the first year 
will depend upon tho amount of food obtainable. At tho hatchery its average growth 
is five inches tho first year. 
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WOUNDERLY REPORTS 
SSRAHGE CATCH ON 
BERKS COUNTY STREAM 

When Pennsylvania Angler ran a story about a trout going on snake diet, 
plenty of comment resulted. Well - at any rate - here's another, and it's backed by 
witnesses. Warden W, E. Wounderly, of Reading, tells how a Eerks County angler 
caught a trout with an eighteen-inch snake. Now try to be calm, brother anglers. 
Here's the yarn. 

Adam Kendall, Reading, braved chill winds on the opening day of the 
"trout season to lure a creel of the speckled beauties from Lioselem Creek. He had 
cautiously worked his way to a pool beneath a stone arch bridge, permitting the line 
"to float beneath the structure. The line snagged into something as he retrieved it 
for another cast. 

Commotion followed, A snake's tail emerged from the surface of the 
stream, Kendall, according to Wounderly, found that he had landed, after a short 

, struggle, not only an eighteen-inch snake but a ten-inch brook trout that had 
Partially swallowed the reptile. 

"The snake in question," writes Wounderly, "was one of the garter 
'snake variety. Witnesses were Irvin Jones, deputy game protector, Franklin Filman, 
deputy game protector, and Francis A. Sharadin, special fish warden." 

Now, now - before the verbal brickbats begin to fly - remember that 
Representatives of the hunting fraternity were on the scene when this incident 
Occurred. And, cf course, the fishermen must not be given all the blame. But it 
does make a yarn. Agree? 

Wounderly reports some nice catches of trout in Berks County. Good 
creels were taken at the opening of the season on Lioselem Creek, Horthkill Creek, 
West Branch of Pine Creok, and Spring Creek. John Lausch, Harry Stickler, and 
William Baisch, Reading, caught 17, 18, and 12 trout respectively on the Mcselem. 
These trout ranged from 8 to 14 inches in length, 

Charles Henningcr, Strausstown, caught 14 trout on Spring Creok 
Ranging in length from 8 to 12 inches. 

LANDS EIGHT TRCUT 
_0N FLIES FIRST DAY 

Dick Ridgway, of Tunlchannock, Susquehanna County, .relied on flies for 
"the opening day of trout season on Lleshoppen Creek. Despite chill weather, pre­
dictions that bait would be more effective, and a lot of other "reasons" against 
the tiny feathered lures, Dick lured 8 beautiful brookies from the famous Meshoppen, 
according to Enforcement Officer M. E. Shoemaker, Laceyville, 

In recent years, the Meshoppen, aided by careful stocking has come to 
"the front, and now rates as one of the favorite streams in the northeastern part of 
the state. 

Dr, S. A. Sturdevant, president cf the United Sportsmen, Meshoppen 
Camp, landed 8 nice brook trout on the first day. Other catches reported were: 
Prank Tinklepaugh, 15 brookies; Glenn Chamberlin, 16 brookies; Bird Allen and son, 
15 brookies. Vivian Singer caught the limit of 25 trout. 

• 
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According to Dr. Sturdevant, over 100 fishermen tried their luck on 
the Meshoppen on oponing day, and nearly every one had some success. 

BOY ANGLERS SHOW 
HOT/ TO T£g& 'Eli 
ON LACKA7ITAXEN 

"See if you can do as well with your fancy tackle," was the parting 
shot of John Honahan,10, and Joseph Monahan, 8, of Pleasant Mount, as they left the 
Lackawaxen on the opening day of trout season. Each had 15 nice trout. Their equip:-' 
inent consisted of rods cut in the woods and ordinary twine lines. Bait - just 
ordinary fishin' worms. Warden LeRoy E. Noll reported their success. 

Following the adage "an early bird catches the worm," they made an 
appearance on the famous Wayne county stream in good time. John fished for half an 
hour, <and then the brothers went into conference. After that it was too bad for the 
Lackawaxen trout. Joseph was at the catching end of the agreement. John baited the 
hook and took off each trout. In about an hour they had all the trout they wanted, 
and with the parting advice on tackle they left the stream. 

TtTarden Noll reports a number of nice catches on the Lackawaxen. 
Joseph Gnall, Troope„ caught 19 brook trout, on the opening day; Sam Bowden, Scranton -
10 brown trout and 8 brcokies; John Bowden, Scranton - 15 brookies; A. D. Lamm, 
Scranton - 14 brookies, and Miko Mellon, Dickson City, 14 brookies and a sucker. 
According to Noll, they had real kick in v.-atching the Monahan boys pull in the trout. 

Nathan Buller, 6, son of C, R. Buller, Doputy Commissioner, caught a 
nice 11-inch trout on the second day. 

GIANT WATER BEETLE 
- l ! 3 ^ 5-lNCII TROUT 

Attracted by a five-inch trout darting wildly about in a small pool in 
Hopper House Hollow Run, Potter County, Harry Van Cleve, assistant chief of the 
Bureau of Predatory Animals in the Gone Commission, caught the little fellow. 

Clinging to it from beneath was a giant water beetle, its claws firmly 
embedded in the fish. When captured, the beetle, known under the scientific name of 
"Belostoma Americanum" had already started to tear the life from the trout. So deeply 
had it probed that the struggle was nearly terminated, with the beetle victor. 

After detaching the big insect, which is noted for its voracity in 
attacking smaller fish, the trout was released tut died in a short time. 

Van Cleve brought the beetle to Harrisburg, where it was preserved in 
alcohol by Dr. Thomas E. Winecoff, in charge of Research for the Game Commission. 

The species live on water insects and are very destructive to fish 
eggs and fry. 
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"CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK" 
GOES FISHIl-Tfi FOR BASS 

Enforcement Officer Myron Shoemaker, of Laceyville, an expert fly-
fisherman, will have to look to his laurels in bass fishing this year. It happens 
^hat "Sonny," his nine-year old son, demonstrated last season that he can take his 
share of bass on the fly. 

"Say, Mother," "Sonny" asked, "can I have a couple of dad's flies. 
* want to go fishing," 

Consent given, he proceeded to cut thirty feet of double tapered line 
^ron his father's reel, took two choice flies, and started for the famous Worth 
branch. 

It was one of those hot drys in August and Lira, Shoemaker, after 
having given him permission to fish, did not consider the matter further. 

.,• • * 
At 7 o'clock, "Sonny" returned. lie had landed two fine smallmouth 

bass, one of.11 inches, the other 13, 

BOARD MEMBER TELLS 
OF BATTLE BETWEEN 
EEL AND WATET.SNAKE 

Hon. Leslie W. Seylar, McConnellsburg, a member of the Fish Commission, 
told Pennsylvania Angler the other day of an unusual incident that occurred at Cove 
^aP, Franklin County, a short time after the Johnstown flood. 

Observing a commotion in a little pond, Dr. Seylar found on investi­
gation that an eel and a large watersnake were engaged in a death-grapple. 

After killing the snake, Dr. Seylar found that it had been badly 
battered by the big eel. Both combatants showed marks cf the struggle, and the 
snake's skin had been scaled in a number of places. The eel, although showing marks 
of snake fangs, apparently had had the better of the clash. 

"The ferocity with which these creatures battered each other before 
their struggle ended was amazing," Dr, Seylar said, "I captured the eel by driving 
ay pocket knife through its heed, but, wounded severely though it was, it lived for 
over an hour," 

RAMBLIN' ASTREAM 

Between puffs fron an, antiquated corn cob pipe, the Fishin' Rambler 
told Pennsylvania Angler of his experiences on the second day of tho trout season, 

"Cold, huh, well I just guess it was cold," said the Rambler. "I 
parked the old bus near a little meadow stream in Juniata County, and hadn't fishod 
a half hour before the line was stiff as wire. Ice froze in the guides of the rod, 
Bttt, say, you know I got as much kick out of things I saw along the stream as I did 
in the fishing. 
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"First off, just as I started through a favorite meadow, I surprised 
a nice big rabbit near a clump of brush. The way that rabbit flaunted his tail 
cutting through the meadow was a sight. 

"A little later in the morning, when I was fishing in a deep pool at 
the base of a pine ridge, I heard a flurry of wings, and four of the prettiest grouse 
you'd want to see flew over my head lighting on the ridge right above me. I had just 
caught a nice brook trout, but seeing those birds was a treat in itself. 

"How many trout? Well, I had eleven nice brookies, but squirrels, a 
woodcock nesting in a little swamp near the stream, a hawk swooping down on a field 
ttouse, furnished mo every bit as much fun as the fishing. I'll toll you about my 
hext trip next timo I see you. So long." 

HERE A1ID THERE 
WITH OUR ANGLERS 

Pennsylvania Angler welcomes contributions on fishing from its 
readers. If you have some unusual experience, catch a big fish, or if the club to 
which you belong, holds a fishing contest, write to the "Angler" and tell us about 
it. The "Angler" is your news bulletin. Its purpose is to serve cs your contact 
with the Fish Commission, and brother anglers in other parts of the state. 

^ % :': s(i ̂  0 >>: $ 

Early season trout fishing in the southeastern part of the state was 
good, according to Warden Rein C. Kuhn, West Telford. Most of the trout caught, 
Kuhn reports, were taken on angleworms. Saucon and Coo!: Creeks provided excellent 
sports. 

On the opening day, Robert Hoffcrt, Hcllortown, caught 11 trout, 
7 to 12 inches in length; ho landed two trout at the same timo. Other anglors making 
good catches were Howard Hess, Hcllertovm, 12 trout, 8 to 12 inches; H. Litka, 
Bethlehem, 22 trout, 8 to 16 inches; M. D. Parsons, Hellertown, 23 trout, 7 to 10 
inches; W. H. Miller and Clyde Miller, Erston, 14 and 11 trout respectively, ranging 
from 7 to 12 inches in length. 

ije %. -k .\ £ 4f ^ •!- s|: ̂  

Dr. Thomas E. Winocoff, in charge of Research for the Game Commission, 
told us about a little girl who had an original idea about her father's fishing 
ability. Here it is: 

Two little girls were arguing whether a certain statement was a "lie" 
~>r only a "story". Finally one said, "Well, when my father comes home from fishing 
this evening I'll ask him. He knows more about lies than anybody else in the whole 
world." 

#* 4t4>$#'+ * * * 

Smaller streams in Warren County, according to Warden R« C Bailey, 
of Youngsville, provided the best sport in that territory early this season. 

"Tho Little Brokenstraw, which produced some very good early season 
fishing last year," writes Warden Bailoy, "has not produced so many catches this 
yoar. Smaller streams like Mead Run, Upper Blue Eye, Vanorsdale, and Wilson Run 
have been our best streams so far this season, and some limit catches were made in 
them. I believe this is duo to food conditions, that there is not so much food in 
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the smaller streams and that trout are more hungry. In the larger streams, the 
opposite is true - plenty of food and the trout not taking bait. As soon as the 
weather warms a little and the trout come out of the deep holes to start feeding 
on the riffles, we expect the larger streams to produce excellent fishing." 

, * • # * * H # + + * 

Heck Lindmuth, fishing fly near Senton, caught 12 trout, from 8 to 12 
inches in length, on April 28, Warden Anthony Lech, Shenandoah, reports. 

* * * + * + >!--** t-

Rev. C. "IT. Maclay, Fannettsburg, Franklin County, who is an ardent 
fisherman, recalled an old saying the other day concerning pike. Here it is: "Pike 
(pickerel) are never found in waters flowing southward." Rev. Maclay told Pennsyl­
vania Angler that his experience in fishing would indicate the truth of the saying. 

ĉ 4> • >>' ̂  £ • • • >! 

. • Warden G. Dewey Grant, Ge.leton, Potter County, writes that major 
streams in his territory provided good sport on the first two days of the season. 

George Beck, 16, of Vfaterford, was a happy boy on the second day of 
trout season, according to Sam F. Henderson, warden* at Greersburg. He landed a 
15- inch trout on Center Creek. 

* * * * + * * * * * 

Warden Frank Sanda, Steelton, reports a catch of the limit of trout 
°n Indiantown Gap Creek on the first day by Harry C. Deik, 350 Fine Street, Steelton. 
On the second day, Deik, accompanied by his two sons, tried his luck again. The 
Party returned with 30 brook trout. 
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Warden J. Albert Johnson, Bradford, J'cKean County, writes that 
Sugar Run, Wildcat Run, Willow Creek, and Marvin Creek are furnishing great sport 
"this season. 

%.•%:•%••% if/i l'f * fy t % 

Members of the fair sex have taken to fishing in earnest, writes 
harden Robert J. Chrisman, Kushequa, KcKean County. Their catches are making the 
ten sit up and take notice. 
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