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Seasons of a Trout

Natural reproduction occurs in many streams, including  so they are stocked with hatchery fish. There are a few streams
those stocked with hatchery fish. On most of these waters  where conditions are suitable for reproduction and growth.
stream productivity, habitat and water quality limit reproduction ~ These waters are not stocked with hatchery trout.
and growth. Few wild fish reach adulthood in these waters,

SPRING Developing eggs, stillin redd,

hatch anytime from February to March. Eatch
date depends on stream temper

Fry, still living in bottom grave
sac. When this sac is'used up, th
the gravel. Thisusually hg
in April through early \
Fry eat plankton, the §
Croscopic anima
the stream. F

SUM MER To hide from predators, young

trout apand timein shallow water hiding under and
= They eat small insects and plank-

ing onthe stream, young trout may be
ng by the end of the summer.
bl 0 percent of these fry sur-
: ﬁrst year.
ze-year-old fish are get-
ady to spawn for the
ge. The eggs de-

¢ female and

Fry with Parr Marks-
3 to 4 inches

Fertilized Egg-
velop. Oxy T e spot for the nest,
from the steady flow alled a redd. Gravel
water. Nutrition for th hottoms with a steady
low are ideal. Using her tail
I€ars a spot for the eggs. A three-

1010 12 inches long, will release
eggs. Fertilized eggs, about
l!4-«mc round, sink into the spaces between
the gravel.

yolk. Temperatures must stay wi
the 35-degree to 55-degree range Tol
brown trout eggs to hatch. Rainbow tro

don’t survive when temperatures drop bElow
40 degrees.

cATcH us oN TE wes.  WWW.Tish.state.pa.us @mwm,-m



by Cr[ Richardson

~ From Egg to Greel: The Life of a Hatchery Trout
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Eggs are collected at Commission hatcheries from late August to There are two fry stages: Yolk, or sac fry, and swim-up fry. Sac fry,
early November. Rainbow troutare the first ones to be spawned. Brown  fresh from the egg, are nourished from the yolk for two to four weeks,
trout are the latest. Eggs are collected from fish called “brood stock.”  so they aren’t fed. Once the sac is absorbed, the young fish swim up
These 2-year-old to 4-year-old fish are the best of the best. Theyare from the bottom and are fed fine granular feed-about the size of black
selected because of their size and growth, color, and the size and pepper. At this time they are moved into large, long tubs. These tubs,
number of eggs produced. On average, a 3- year -old female will which are about the size of a large bathtub, hold about 50,000
produce 3,800 eggs. To make sure = . = fry. Fryare fed 6 to 10 times each day. After 8 to 10 weeks,
there are enough catchable trour ¢ most of the young trout are moved outside into race-
a year later, three eggs are col- ways. Some are stocked in streams where they
lected for every one fish can grow to adults. Others are provided to
stocked. Sperm from one the Commission’s cooperative nurseries.
male is mixed with the eggs They raise these trout to
from one female. Fertilized catchable size.
eggs are placed into large
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It takes 12 to 14 months

eggs hatchin 41 for the trout to grow to
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pellets 3 to 5 times a day.
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truck carries from 3,000 to 3,600 !
catchable trout. Fewer trout are
loaded in the tank if the fish are big
or will travel long distances. When
they arrive, the fish are stocked-and
we catch them!

TrouT Foop

The food troutare fed in the hatchery is made mostly of fish meal. Ocean
fish like herring and menhaden are processed and nutritional supplements (vita-
mins) are added. This mixture is formed into pellets for adult trout and smaller pieces for fingerling
and fry. This feed has lots of protein, much like feed for livestock.
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