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Viewpoint

Wearing a PFD

John Simmons
Director

Bureau of Boating
Pennsylvania Fish Commission

The Commission has stressed the importance of wearing a personal flotation device
as the first line of defense against drowning. This recommendation has been made
as a result of the analysis of Pennsylvania fatal boating accidents. Statistics have
shown over the years that if you want to drown, you should go out on cold water in
a small boat with a couple of beers and no life jacket.
We have emphasized that wearing a PFD can save your life, but we have not sug-

gested that it should be made a requirement except in special cases where the
danger is real and obvious. It has been and will continue to be our belief that
regulations should protect people's lives and their property without unduly restrict-
ing their rights to make personal choices. Regulations such as slow, no-wake
restrictions, horsepower limitations, rules of the road, and operating-under-the-
influence restrictions are designed not so much for personal protection as for the
protection of others who are also using the water.
Other regulations are designed to assure the boat operator that his boat is safe.

Examples include construction standards and requirements for capacity plates, vis-
ual distress signals and PFD carriage.
Education should be the primary tool for the protection of people from their own

foolhardiness. Exception must be made for regulations to cover people who
continue to disobey the rules of common sense, despite all of our warnings and
attempts to reach them.
Prime examples of these types of regulations are requirements to wear PFDs

while operating personal watercraft and sailboards. Persons operating these devices
know they will end up in the water at some time or another, and even though most
of these boaters already wear their devices, there was a hard corps of "it-won't-
happen-to-me" types who refused to wear PFDs voluntarily. A regulation was
needed for these people.
The Fish Commission and the Bureau of State Parks have for a number of years

mandated that all children under the age of nine wear a PFD. Everyone agreed that
this regulation was a good idea. It instills in the child a sense of safety that will
hopefully carry on to adulthood.
But what was the basis for this regulation? Were children drowning in boating

accidents? The answer is no. The regulation gave parents a hammer with which to
threaten their children. Some parents were having trouble convincing their children
to wear a bulky horsecollar device that was commonly available at the time. "The
police are going to arrest you if you don't have your life jacket on," they'd say. It
worked.
The Pittsburgh District U. S. Army Corps of Engineers recently took the process

of protecting the individual from himself one step further. Last June, the Corps
made it illegal to operate a boat less than 16 feet in length or any canoe unless all
persons on board wear a PFD. The Corps established this regulation in response to
a number of recent accidents involving this type of craft on Corps impoundments.

Will this action save lives? Probably, but at what price? Was this action neces-
sary? In the Corps' estimation it was because it addresses a perceived need to
protect the people who use their facilities. Could it have been avoided? Definitely.

If boaters had worn their PFDs voluntarily in situations where there was an obvi-
ously dangerous situation, that is, cold weather, rough water, and small boats on big
waters, then the number of fatalities would have diminished dramatically. Last year
13 persons lost their lives in boating accidents in Pennsylvania. Eleven probably
could have been saved had they worn their life jackets.

Don't become a statistic and don't become the reason for more boating regula-
tions. Wear your life jacket when it is comfortable and especially when it is needed.
Don't push the limits, and don't think that it can't happen to you.



Pennsylvania Fish Commission
David Coe
President

State College
William J. Sabatose

Vice President
Brockport

Marilyn A. Black
Cochranton

Leonard A. Green
Carlisle

Ross J. Huhn
Saltsburg

Calvin J. Kern
Whitehall

T. T. Metzger, Jr.
Johnstown
Leon Reed
Honesdale

J. Wayne Yorks
Benton

Boating Advisory Board
Gerald Sedney
Chairman

Erie
Clayton Buchanan

Pittsburgh
Donald J. Little
Philadelphia
Judy Obert
Greentown

Thaddeus Piotrowski
Bloomsburg

Magazine Staff
Editor—Art Michaels

Art Director—Ted Walke
Circulation—Eleanor Mutch

Staff Assistant—Rose Ann Banal
Staff Assistant—Charlene Glisan

Boat Pennryinanla (ISSN08II8.156 I) is published quanerly by the Pennsylvania
Fish Commission. 3332 Walnut Street. anisburg. PA 17109. 01990. Nothing
in this magazine may be reprinted without the written pemission of the Pennsyl-
vania Fish Commission. Subscription rates: one year. $6; single copies are $1.50
each. Second class postage is paid at Harrisburg. PA, POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to: Boat PA Circulation. Pennsylvania Fish Commission. P.O.
Box 1673. Harrisburg. PA 17105.1673. For subscription and change of address.
use above address. Please allow three months for processing new subscriptions.
renewals and changes of address. Send all other correspondence to: The Editor.
Darn Pennsylvania, P.O. Box 1673. Harrisburg. PA 17100.1673. Editorial que-
ries and contribution, arc swIcorne, but most be accompanied by self-addressed.
stamped metopes. Material accepted for publication is subject to Pennsylvania
Fish Commission standards and requirements for editing and revising. Submis-
sions are handled carefully. but the publisher assumes no responsibility for the re-

turn or safety of submissions in his possession or in transit. The authors' views.

ideas and advice expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect the opinion
or official position of the Pentoylvania Fish Commission or its staff. The Penn-
sylvania RshCortniasion reveries federal aid in sport Intriestoration. Underappopriase
federal acts. the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race, color, national origin. age, sex or handicap. If you believe that you
have been discriminated against in any provarn, activity, or facility to described
above. or if you desire more information. please write to The Office of Equal
Opportunity. Department of the Interior. Washington. DC 20240.

BOAT
Pennsylvania
The Keystone State's Official Boating Magazine

Summer 1990 Vol.7 No.3

What's New in Canoe Paddles? by Cliff Jacobson
If you think American craftsmanship went out with the Great Depression,
you'd best hold your tongue until you try the newest state-of-the-art
paddling furniture 4

Great Lakes Offshore Powerboat Racing Association
(GLOPRA) by Cheryl and Chuck Kimerline
This group is one of the largest of its kind in the country. Members can be
found on Lake Erie and other waterways zooming at speeds of 60 to
120 mph 8

Trallering Personal Watercraft by Jim Youngs
Trailering these boats is similar to trailering runabouts and other boats.
But it's the differences that'll get you 10

Confidence on Two Skis by Bruce Kistler
Apply these key fundamentals and water skiing might suddenly become
the fun sport you always wanted it to be 12

Take the Kids Boating! by Art Michaels
Introducing your children or your grandchildren to boating is an exciting,
ambitious family venture. Here's how one family did it 16

Essentials for Big-Water Boating by Gary Diamond
Electronics and other gear play a vital role in your safety, but you must
learn to use this gear properly to make it pay off 20

Safe Boating's Giant Step in Biglerville
by Harry L. Borger
Biglerville High School has set sail on an ambitious boating
education course 22

KIDS PAGE! by Cheryl Kimerline
Reading maps is a vital skill. Just how good are you? 23

Locks by Mike Sajna
Western Pennsylvania's locks and dams require boat operators to use
special navigation skills for boating safely 26

Sailing Pennsylvania's Small Lakes by Tom Reinke
For sailors who know some special tricks of the trade, Pennsylvania's
small lakes mean BIG fun 29

The covers
This issue's wraparound front and back cover was photographed by Ed Eubanks.
The time is here for free-spirited summer boating, so get out and enjoy! The
articles in this issue can help you savor your sport even more. Paddlers will
want to check out the story on page 4, and if you're a water skier, please turn
to page 12. Do you own a runabout? See pages 16 and 20 for practical ideas,
and if you boat in western Pennsylvania, the information on page 26 may interest
you. Sailors can find a gold mine of opportunity in the story on page 29, and
personal watercraft owners should check out page 10.


