Addition of the upper West Branch Susquehanna River to
Section 65.15 (Catch and Release All-Tackle Regulations)




Upper West Branch Watershed
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Historical View

* Historically polluted by
acid mine drainage
(AMD) and devoid of

aquatic life




Rapid Recovery




Upper West Branch
_4_~Wl|d Brook Trout and Brown Trout

2012 — 2 wild trout
2014 — 22 wild trout
2016 — 51 wild trout
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Upper West Branch Susquehanna River
Catch and Release All-Tackle Regulations
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Catch and Release All-Tackle

West Branch: Brook Trout and
Brown Trout

Catch and Release All-Tackle
regulations will help ensure full




Public Input

Staff held a public meeting at the

Northern Cambria Middle School

on June 22 to obtain public input

regarding adding the West Branch
to the Catch and Release All-




Staff Recommendation

» Special opportunity to protect, improve, and highlight a
developing wild trout fishery in a region that many waterways

have not supported fisheries for over a century due to historic
pollution




