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Unassessed Waters Initiative

Proactively identify and properly classify 
the most at-risk streams which support 
naturally reproducing trout populations 
in order to protect, conserve and 
enhance those waters as wild trout 
streams.

Goal:



 Send sampling crews to high priority 
watersheds and on waters determined to be 
most at risk

 Develop a prioritized list of unassessed 
streams 

 Use GIS technology to identify streams and 
watersheds most likely to support wild trout

Strategies (of the Unassessed Waters Initiative)



Pennsylvania’s Flowing Water Resources - 2008

Surveyed Sections Unassessed Sections

…Status of waters in the state before the Unassessed Waters Initiative began in 2010



Pennsylvania’s Flowing Water Resources - 2013

Surveyed Sections Unassessed Sections

…Status of waters in the state after 3 years of sampling under the Unassessed Waters
Initiative (does not include sampling from the most recent 2013 field season)



2010 2011 2013*

Partners

PFBC

Total

626

261

887

438

304

(1,762 mi)

217

88

(516 mi)

3+ Year Total  – 2,998 Streams Sampled

305 742
(2,057 mi)

6,685 Miles of Streams

Since 2010,  310 new streams added to the wild trout list (1,320 miles)

2012

334

730

% Wild Trout 55% 55% 57%

* Data still being collected and summarized for 2013.

1,064
(2,350 mi)

50%

Number of Streams Sampled
(Data version of progress of the Unassessed Waters Initiative since project began)

(‘% Wild Trout’ is essentially the success rate of finding trout in unassessed streams… 
has gone down slightly over the years since all of ‘low-hanging fruit’ has been picked off)



Division of Fisheries Management

Local knowledge to the 
Unassessed Waters Initiative

 Involve the public’s feedback into our prioritization 
process

 Goal is to increase our efficiency and productivity in 
finding wild trout in unassessed waters 

 Pilot study involving two PA TU chapters (April – Dec 2013)

 Allegheny Mountain
 Susquehanna

(The sub-program of the unassessed waters initiative in which you can provide your input)
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On our end…
 Make unassessed waters maps and accompanying 

lists for the local region

 Provide a data form for participants that will be 
submitted to the unassessed waters coordinators

 Post everything on Coldwater Heritage 
Partnership website

 Set up online survey for data submission

(The Unassessed Waters Initiative Coordinators (Bob and Renae) will provide you with these tools at your 
TU Chapter kick-off meeting in Feb or March) 
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An example of the maps 
provided to your chapter

We will provide larger, 
blown-up paper versions of 
these maps to your chapter 
for your specific 
region/watersheds (which 
will also be available online 
on the Coldwater Heritage 
Partnership website)



(Top half of data sheet to be filled 
out by TU chapter participant)



(Bottom half of data sheet to be filled 
out by TU chapter participant)
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(This is the website where you can 
find electronic versions of the 
information for your specific location)
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Maps are clickable 
and printable

The Unassessed Waters Coordinators will 
update the website with information for your 
local region for 2014 (more maps and 
regions will be added early this year)
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Data sheet is 
also clickable 
and printable

The new 2014 regions will be added and 
listed by watershed instead of county
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This is an example of a list of unassessed waters by region
GPS coordinates are of the stream mouth
Unnamed streams are fair game and will be included in these lists
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What’s involved for the Chapter
Fishermen, please go fishing for us! (and take a data sheet 
along with you…)

We ask for one volunteer coordinator (a TU Chapter member) 
to act as the coordinator for your group, and the point of 
contact for Renae/Bob. Responsibilities for this individual 
include:

- organizing the effort among your TU Chapter participants
- in charge of collecting data forms from participants 
- type the filled out data sheets into the online survey by 
the end of the year
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How surveys get incorporated
(the first half of a flow chart showing how your information gets incorporated into the Unassessed Waters 
Initiative and ultimately how qualifying streams (ones containing wild trout) get protected

(this is the 
online survey)



Division of Fisheries Management

This is a map showing some surveys 
completed as part of last year’s pilot program

Red checkboxes are unassessed streams 
where anglers found wild trout
Black checkboxes are unassessed streams 
where anglers did not see wild trout



OR

How surveys get incorporated (Part 2)

+

(60 days)

(the second half of a flow chart showing how your information gets incorporated into the Unassessed Waters 
Initiative and ultimately how qualifying streams (ones containing wild trout) get protected

(Contracted partner 
standardized protocol survey)

(Bob)
(Renae)

(Qualifying streams get listed on PA Fish 
and Boat Commission’s website page of 
“streams being considered for wild trout 
designation”)

(Bob/Renae writes a report)

(The public has 60 days to comment on 
upcoming agenda items at next PA Fish and 

Boat Commissioners quarterly meeting)
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List of PA Stream Sections that 
Support Natural Reproduction of Trout

DEP consideration for Chapter 93 upgrade 

(Those streams are submitted to the DEP for their consideration to upgrade 
the stream’s protection status)

(If the PA Fish and Boat Commissioners vote to add 
streams to list, they get listed on this ‘wild trout list’)
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April - Dec 2013Pilot program results
 34 surveys completed and turned in from the 

2 TU Chapters
 Clearfield, Jefferson, Lycoming, and Sullivan Counties

 76% of surveys were productive in providing 
a recommendation either for or against a 
partner survey on an unassessed water
 59% of surveys found trout in waters presently not surveyed
 17% of surveys found NO trout in waters presently not 

surveyed
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 Other groups that have showed interest 
in participating in the Public 
Participation Program:

 Western PA Conservancy
 DCNR Bureau of Forestry
 other local non-profit watershed groups

Future possibilities
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Questions?

For Renae: c-rhodorow@pa.gov or 814-696-9356
For Bob: robweber@pa.gov or 814-359-5164 

(For questions, please contact either Renae Hodorowicz or Bob Weber.)


