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Pennsylvania’s Flowing Water 
Resources

- Surveyed Stream Sections - Unassessed Stream Sections



Pennsylvania’s Flowing Water Resource

PA estimated to contain 86,000 miles of flowing water.

Approximately 22,000 miles have been sampled

To date, 12,800 miles designated as wild trout waters





Wild Trout List - Benefits 
Increased knowledge about wild trout distribution

Supports a minimum Chapter 93 designation of CWF.

Wetlands associated with the floodplain are classified as EV 
in Chapter 105.  

Extent of habitat loss due to water withdrawal is 
determined by  presence of wild trout, Chapter 93 
classification, and trout abundance.



Strategic Plan for Management of 
Trout Fisheries in Pennsylvania 

2010 - 2014 
Issue 1: The PFBC has not assessed all of the 
streams throughout the Commonwealth. As a result, 
the total number of streams that support wild trout 
populations in Pennsylvania is unknown, which 
leads to inadequate protection for these streams. The 
PFBC does not currently have the ability to assess 
these most at-risk streams at a rate that outpaces the 
rate of degradation. 



Goal:
Proactively identify and properly classify the 
most at-risk streams which support naturally 
reproducing trout populations in order to 
protect, conserve and enhance those waters as 
wild trout streams.



Strategies:

Continue to utilize GIS technology to identify 
potential wild trout streams (watersheds) most at 
risk.



Strategies:
Develop GIS technology to identify potential wild trout streams 
(watersheds) most at risk.

2009



2009



Unassessed Waters Initiative – 2011 Priority Watersheds



Strategies:

Develop GIS technology to identify potential wild trout streams 
(watersheds) most at risk.

Develop a prioritized list of unassessed streams. 



HUC 10 – Lycoming Creek

SSB – 10A

Surveyed Waters

Unassessed Waters



Strategies:
Develop GIS technology to identify potential wild trout streams 
(watersheds) most at risk. 

Develop a prioritized list of unassessed streams. 

Develop a monitoring program and annually update priority list 
of unassessed streams

Develop a means to involve interested partners in identifying 
wild trout populations in unassessed waters.

Sample 200 unassessed streams over the next five years. 



2010 Priorities:

2.  Target sampling crews in high priority watersheds and 
on waters determined to be most at risk. 

1.  Develop and implement pilot program with contracted 
Universities

3.  Develop Scientific Collectors/Unassessed Waters 
database and data entry procedures.







Sampling Conducted by:
Fisheries Management Division, Environmental Services Division, DEP, Lycoming College  and 
Kings College.

307 Unassessed Waters Sampled in 2010



Permited and /or Active Marcellus Gas Drilling Sites

Unassessed Waters Sampled in 2010



From the 307 Unassessed Waters Sampled in 2010:

241 waters sampled by PFBC and DEP staffs 
(79%).

66 waters sampled by Lycoming College and Kings 
College (21%).

169 Waters had Wild Trout Present (55%)



Additions/Modifications to 2011 Wild Trout List

99 New waters have been proposed for addition to the wild trout 
list.

78 of the 99 new waters from 2010 unassessed waters work while 
21 from previous surveys.

8 waters proposed to have their wild trout limits changed (7 
extensions, 1 reduction)

3 waters approved for Class A Wild Trout management 
documented via unassessed waters work in 2010.



Proposed Updated Waters to Wild Trout List

Proposed New Additions to Wild Trout List

Additions/Modifications to 2011 Wild Trout List



Summary
PFBC staff should be commended for their efforts in unassessed 
waters sampling in 2010.  Exceeded the 5-year goal of 200 surveys 
during the first year.

Pilot project with contracted Universities was successful on all 
levels.

Interest in the Unassessed Waters Initiative continues to grow 
among academic groups, conservation groups and organized 
sportsmen’s groups.



Future Initiatives of the Program
Number of contracted “entities” will expand in 2011.  Seven 
Universities and 2 Conservation Organizations.

Obtain long-term funding source(s).

DEP regional biologist have agreed to participate in the program 
as a partner.  Training for their staff completed in February.

Scientific Collectors/Unassessed Waters database to be completed 
by May.

Will be working with Sportsmen’s groups to develop additional 
partnerships.



Unassessed Waters Program Coordinator (PFBC)

Club Members 

Sportsmen's Club
UW Coordinator

Club Members Club Members 

Sportsmen's Club
UW Coordinator

Sportsmen’s Club
UW Coordinator

Sportsmen's Club
UW Coordinator

Sportsmen's Club
UW Coordinator

Club Members Club Members 



Unassessed Waters Program Coordinator (PFBC)

Dave Sewak – Trout Unlimited

TU Chapter Members 

TU Chapter UW Coordinators

Club Members 

Sportsmen's Club Unassessed 
Waters  Coordinators

Club Members 

Sportsmen’s Club
UW Coordinator

PFSC Unassessed Waters 
Coordinator

Info provided:  Summer Water 
Temps; Angler Log Data; Field 
notes.  Materials provided by 
PFBC





Questions/Comments ?
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