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Anglers may spend a lot of time deciding on rods, reels, lines 
and hooks but not much time on picking bobbers to present 
their bait. But, it’s just as important to choose your bobbers 
well for best success.

Why use a bobber? One reason is to suspend bait 
mid-water, if that’s where you expect the fish to be. A bobber 
is buoyed by air trapped within its construction. Using it 
keeps bait from sinking or swimming to the bottom.

The other use of a bobber is to signal that a fish has 
taken the bait. Fish may strike and run, daintily nibble or 
gobble bait or just sit there, according to their species and 
the water conditions, especially temperature. Different 
styles of bobbers have different ways of notifying anglers 
that something finny is on the line. And, some types of 
bobbers are just more fun. 

Which bobber should you use? Let’s consider size first. 
The rule is to match the bobber size to the bait size, and 
match the bait size to the size of fish you want to catch. 

The correct size bobber should be buoyant enough to 
keep an active minnow from submerging it, defeating the 
bobber’s purpose. It should also be small enough that the 
target fish can easily haul the bobber under the surface, 
without feeling so much resistance that it drops the bait. 
When using worms or other non-swimming bait, match the 
bobber size to the bait weight.

Fortunately, bobbers are inexpensive because choosing 
the right one can take trial and error. As a place to start, 
if you’re going after crappies with live minnows that are 
a couple of inches in length as bait, try a bobber about 1 
inch in diameter. Step up the size of the bobber to suspend 
bigger minnows for bass or pickerel and up again for even 
larger live bait to attract Northern Pike or Muskellunge. If 
you’re suspending a couple of maggots on a little hook for 
Pumpkinseeds, you can use a smaller bobber. 
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Match the bobber size to the bait size, and match the bait size to the 
size of fish you want to catch.
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Too many anglers use bobbers that are too big. They 
have trouble casting small bobbers and baits with the gear 
they’re using, and they think a big bobber, weighing more, 
will cast better. It will, but it sacrifices the advantages of 
using the correct size bobber. In addition, an outsized 
bobber’s “ker-splash” may disturb fish. 

One way to cast a small bobber is to go to a thinner 
diameter, suppler monofilament line, in lighter pound-
test. Another way is to crimp a splitshot or two to the line 
between the bobber and the bait, to add casting weight. 
The splitshot will also keep the minnow from swimming 
above the proper depth. 

A bobber doesn’t have to totally submerge to tell 
the angler that he or she has a bite. It only has to 
communicate that the fish has the hook in its mouth. 
Even so, some anglers like to let their bobbers go 
completely under the water. When the fish is swimming 
away and down, there’s less chance that the bait will 
be pulled out of its mouth when the hook is set. This 
should always be opposite of the direction of the 
bobber’s motion.

Some fish take delicately and cautiously. For these fish, 
anglers need to see the bobber stop drifting or ride lower 
in the water to know that they have hit. Ice anglers use a 
tiny bobber that tells them a light-biting panfish is on the 
bait. A bigger bobber won’t show the barely perceptible 
nibble of a wintertime Bluegill.

What style of bobber should you use? The round, 
two-color plastic bobber is a longtime favorite. 
Egg-shaped floats are popular, too. Molded foam bobbers 
won’t crack like plastic ones, and some have a lead weight 
on the down side for stability and casting ease.

Featherweight bobbers that look like ping-pong balls 
are also an option. With these bobbers, the line is looped 
through a hole in a tab and passed around the bobber, 
making an easily adjustable connection. Then, there are 
bobbers with long, thin tips at both ends and a fat, buoyant 
middle. The line attaches to the bottom only of these buoy-
like bobbers.

A different way to go after fish, such as pickerel, that grab 
the bait and “hang” there before swimming away is with a 
“pencil” float. These bobbers ride horizontal on the water 
until the pressure of the fish makes the “pencil” rise upright. 
When the “pencil” sinks or starts skittering across the 
surface, set the hook.

What color bobber is best? Most bobbers are brightly 
colored, in whole or part, in brilliant orange, red, yellow-
green or another eye-popping shade. Some anglers like 
bobbers that are half-white or black or a dark hue, hiding 
the bobber from the fish. Clear plastic bobbers are nearly 
invisible to fish, but they’re also hard for anglers to see. 
Lighted bobbers are useful for night fishing but expensive.

Then, there are the just-for-fun bobbers for kids and the 
young at heart featuring cartoon and favorite toy characters. 
Even the little “yellow duckie” bobber a friend gave me as a 
joke does its job—it suspends the bait, lets me know I have a 
hit and gives other anglers a laugh.

The round two-color bobber is a longtime favorite. 
Most bobbers are brightly colored.

Use a bobber to suspend bait mid-water or to signal that a fish has taken the bait.
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