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Wild Trout Programs

 Wild Trout Waters (Natural 

Reproduction)

• Streams where the trout 

found there have resulted 

from natural reproduction. 

• Tributaries to wild trout 

streams are classified as 

wild trout streams for their 

function as habitat for 

segments of wild trout 

populations.



Wild Trout Programs

 Class A Wild Trout Waters

• Streams that support a 

population of naturally 

produced trout of sufficient 

size and abundance to 

support a long-term and 

rewarding fishery.

• Represent of the “best of the 

best” of our wild trout 

streams.



Wild Trout Programs

 Wilderness Trout Waters

• Streams that provide a wild 

trout fishing experience in a 

remote, natural, and 

unspoiled environment where 

human induced activities are 

minimal. 



Wild Trout Classifications

Operation FUTURE

 Recreation First to 

Resource First

 Categorized streams 

based on their wild 

trout biomass
 Classes: A, B, C, and D



Wild Trout Classifications
Class A Biomass
Wild Brook Trout Fisheries

 Total Brook Trout biomass ≥30 kg/ha (26.7 lbs/acre)

Wild Brown Trout Fisheries

 Total Brown Trout biomass ≥ 40 kg/ha (35.6 lbs/acre)

Wild Rainbow Trout Fisheries

 Total biomass of Rainbow Trout < 15 cm (5.9 inches) ≥ 2.0 kg/ha (1.78 

lbs/acre)

Mixed Wild Trout Fisheries

 Combined trout biomass ≥ 40 kg/ha (35.6 lbs/acre)

 One species of trout’s biomass must comprise < 75% of the total trout 

biomass



Wild Trout Classifications
• Class B Biomass

• Total wild Brook Trout biomass ≥ 20 kg/ha (17.8 lbs/acre) and  

< 30 kg/ha (26.7 lbs/acre).

• Total wild Brown Trout or combined mixed wild trout biomass 

≥ 20 kg/ha (17.8 lbs/acre) and < 40 kg/ha (35.6 lbs/acre.

• Class C Biomass

• Total wild trout biomass ≥ 10 kg/ha (8.9 lbs/acre) and < 20 

kg/ha (17.8 lbs/acre).

• Class D Biomass

• Total wild trout biomass > 0 kg/ha (0 lbs/acre) and < 10 kg/ha 

(8.9 lbs/acre).



Wild Trout Waters

4,590 waters – 15,043 miles of listed wild trout streams

There are wild trout in 63 counties 



Wild Trout Waters

15,043 miles of listed wild trout streams

20,273 miles of tributaries to listed wild trout streams 

35,316 miles of streams are classified as wild trout streams 



Wild Trout Waters on Public Land

12,362 miles of wild trout streams on public land – 35%

22,954 miles of wild trout streams on private land – 65%



Wild Trout Distribution by Species

Brook Trout – 1,812 waters/4,240 miles
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Wild Trout Distribution by Species

Brook Trout – 1,812 waters/4,240 miles

Brown Trout – 534 waters/2,425 miles

Rainbow Trout – 3 waters/9 miles

Mixed Species – 2,241 waters/8,369 miles



Wild Trout Classifications

Class A Wild Trout Waters
• These are a subset of wild trout streams that represent 

the best of the Commonwealth’s naturally reproducing 

trout fisheries.

• Represent 6% of Wild Trout Waters

Water Trout Species # Adults/Mile
Colorado River (CO) Brown and Rainbow 2725

Gunnison River (CO) Brown and Rainbow 2934

Bighorn River (MT) Brown and Rainbow 4200

Missouri River (MT) Brown and Rainbow 5939

Little Juniata River (PA) Brown 3036

Spring Creek (PA) Brown 4503



Class A Wild Trout Waters

808 sections – 2,194 miles of streams designated as Class A Wild Trout

There are Class A waters in 55 counties 



Class A Wild Trout Waters on Public Land

847 miles of Class A streams on public land – 39%

1,347 miles of Class A streams on private land – 61%



Class A Sections by Species

Brook Trout - 433 Sections/1,047 miles 

Brown Trout - 267 Sections/804 miles 

Rainbow Trout - 10 Sections/29 miles 

Mixed Trout Species - 95 Sections/307 miles 



Wild Trout Classifications

Wilderness Trout Waters
 Must not be accessible to motorized 

vehicles at more than one point 

every two miles

 Must be two miles in length or one 

mile from the nearest access

 Natural reproduction sufficient to 

sustain a fishery

 Open to public fishing



Wilderness Trout Waters

115 sections – 382 miles of streams designated as Wilderness Trout Waters

There are Wilderness Trout Waters in 33 counties 



Wild Trout Designation Process
What are the necessary steps to list a water for a Wild Trout Designation?



Wild Trout Designation Process
Stream is Surveyed Listed on website as being considered for 

Wild Trout and/or Class A Designation

Management report written 

and reviewed

Agenda written and posted in the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin for public comment



Officially added to the list of Stream 

Sections that Support Natural Reproduction 

and/or Class A Wild Trout Waters List 

Agenda Item posted for the second time in the Pennsylvania Bulletin

Proposed Wild Trout 

Designations voted on by the 

Board of Commissioners

Listed on website as being 

Officially Proposed for Wild Trout 

Designation



What’s Next ?
• What is the PFBC doing to continue its recent progress

• Increased the rate of listing as a result of the increased 

number of wild trout streams being documented

• Developed a new report template to allow for easier reporting and 

reviewing of proposed wild trout waters

• Still a lot of work to be done
• September Commission Meeting

• 99 wild trout additions, two revisions, and one removal

• Three Class A additions

• Waters Being Considered List

• 271 waters being considered

• 61 Class A Waters documented so far in 2017



Questions?


