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Have the FishALL
American shad

and other migratory
fishes have had their
share of obstacles over the years.
These fish were once plentiful in our waterways.

Our waterways also became polluted as our nation grew.
Sewage, industrial
discharges, pollution
from cities, runoff
from timber harvesting
and siltation from
farms made it hard for
migratory fish to
survive their journey.

Susquehanna Flats, MD 1900

The Native Americans
relied on them as a
food source.  Fish later
became an important
food source for
European settlers who
came to America.  Our
taste for their meat
and caviar (eggs) led
to over-fishing, which
led to population
declines.

American Shad Timeline
(Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers)

1820
Small mill dams
eliminate shad runs
on the Susquehanna
to Binghamton, NY.

1830- 1835
Construction of canal
feeder dams on
Susquehanna River at
Columbia, Nanticoke,
Shamokin, Clarks Ferry
and Duncan’s Island.

1866
PA’s first commissioner of
fisheries appointed.  Regulations
require fish passage at all dams.
Start of five fishways constructed
at Columbia with no success at
passing fish.

1873
First shad
hatcheries
established.

1874
Poor shad
harvest results
on the
Susquehanna and
even worse on
the Delaware.

1878
Construction
of Columbia
Dam on
Susquehanna
River.

1885
2.5 million pounds
of shad commercially
caught on
Susquehanna River
Flats (below dams).

archival photos courtesy of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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Make sure you check out the 2004 Fall PLAY issue
on Fishing & History to learn about how Native
Americans and early settlers caught migratory fish.

One of the biggest obstacles to migratory fish
was building dams.  Dams once provided the power
to run mills.  Today, they are used to make hydro-
electricity or provide recreation.

Dams serve an important
purpose in our lives, but
they also block migratory
fish from reaching their
spawning grounds.

Dams such as the Conowingo Dam have
constructed permanent fish passage facilities
to aid these migratory fish.

Conowingo Dam on the
Susquehanna River, 6 miles

below the Pennsylvania/
Maryland border.

WHICH WAY DO I GO?

1889
Fish baskets
and weirs
eliminated
from
Delaware
River.

1891
Shad catches
on Delaware
show some
recovery.

1904
Construction
of York Haven
Dam on
Susquehanna.

1910
Construction of
Holtwood Dam on
Susquehanna
(fishways included
with no success at
passing shad).

1915
Last commercial
harvest of
American shad
on Susquehanna.

1926
Construction
of
Conowingo
Dam on
Susquehanna.

1932
Construction
of Safe Harbor
Dam on
Susquehanna.

1947-1963
Restoration
studies began.

1970
PA Fish
Commission,
electric utilities
and federal
government
agree on
restoration plan.

Conowingo
Dam
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