ALL Fish

Have
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American shad
and other migratory
fishes have had their
share of obstacles over the years.
These fish were once plentiful in our waterways.

Susquehanna Flats, MD 1900

The Native Americans
relied on them as a
food source. Fish later
became an important
food source for
European settlers who
came to America. Our
taste for their meat
and caviar (eggs) led
to over-fishing, which
led to population
declines.
Our waterways also became polluted as our nation grew.
Sewage, industrial
discharges, pollution
from cities, runoff
from timber harvesting
and siltation from
farms made it hard for
migratory fish to
survive their journey.
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One of the biggest obstacles to migratory fish
was building dams. Dams once provided the power
to run mills. Today, they are used to make hydroelectricity or provide recreation.

Conowingo Dam on the
Susquehanna River, 6 miles
below the Pennsylvania/
Maryland border.

Dams serve an important
purpose in our lives, but
they also block migratory
fish from reaching their
spawning grounds.
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Dams such as the Conowingo Dam have
constructed permanent fish passage facilities
to aid these migratory fish.

WHICH WAY DO I GO?

Make sure you check out the 2004 Fall PLAY issue
on Fishing & History to learn about how Native
Americans and early settlers caught migratory fish.
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