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Lake Erie is the:
Eleventh largest
lake in the world.
Fourth largest
Great Lake.
Shallowest
Great Lake.
Smallest Great Lake by
total amount of water.

by Keith Edwards

There are millions of fish in Lake Erie! Learn about
a few different kinds of fish you might catch and how
your family can get out there to catch them.

About Lake Erie
Lake Erie was named after an Indian tribe known as the "Erielhonan," or the "Long-Tails." The French meaning of this name
is "Lake of the Cat.” Panthers lived in the area back then.
Pennsylvania's 63 shoreline miles have 735 square miles of water.

Can you name the other four
Great Lakes?
The answers appear below.

www.fish.state.pa.us

Answer:
Huron, Ontario, Michigan, and Superior
You can remember all five Great Lakes names by thinking about the word "HOMES": Huron, Ontario,
Michigan, Erie, and Superior.

Warmest and most
productive Great Lake.
This means that
walleyes, perch,
smallmouth bass, and
steelhead are abundant.

Keith Edwards is the Commission’s Northwest Region aquatic resources program
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On the next few pages, consider the great variety of
fishes you can catch in Lake Erie.

Lake Erie
Smallmouth Bass

The smallmouth bass is a member of the
sunfish family.

Identification

Where to catch them

Smallmouth bass have a brownish or
bronze cast and a white or pale-yellow belly.
They have eight to 15 olive-colored vertical
bars along each side and gold-colored scales.
The upper jaw does not extend beyond the
back edge of the eye.

Lake Erie is known around the country for its
great smallmouth bass fishing. Catching 5-pound
"smallies" is common. Once in a while you can
even catch a 6-pound or 7-pound lunker. Until
the mid-1800s, the only place you could find
smallmouth bass was in the Great Lakes and Ohio
River watersheds. After the railroads began to
spread around the country, smallmouth bass were
transported throughout the United
States. They are now found all
across Pennsylvania.
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You can fish for smallmouth bass any
time of year in Pennsylvania and in
Lake Erie. From mid-April through
mid-June, smallmouths spawn.
Check the Pennsylvania Fishing
Summary for more information on
Lake Erie fishing regulations or
visit the Commission's web site,
www.fish.state.pa.us
www.fish.state.pa.us.

Lake Erie Walleye
Identification

Fish facts

The "walleye" name refers to its large, milky
eyes that appear to glow in reflected light. Walleyes have a long, roundish body, a forked tail,
and sharp teeth. Walleye are the biggest, toothiest member of the perch family. Their color can
be bluish-gray, olive-brown, or golden-yellow.
The belly is light-colored or white.

Walleye travel, feed, and spawn in schools. They
are one of the first fish to spawn in the spring.
They return to their spawning site every year.
They like deep water and move closer to shore to
eat during mornings and evenings. Adult walleye
often feed at dusk during cooler months and at
night during the summer. In cloudy water, walleye can be active during the day. Night fishing
with live bait or fishlike lures and jigs is effective
for catching walleye.

Where to catch them
Walleye are native to Pennsylvania, and they
are found throughout the state. They like
large lakes, big streams, and rivers where
waters stay cooler than 85 degrees. They are
rarely found in lakes smaller than 50 to 100
acres, or less than 10 feet deep. They need a
gravelly, sandy, or rocky bottom for spawning.

www.fish.state.pa.us
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Lake Erie
Yellow Perch
Identification
Yellow perch have a sleek olive-green to
golden-brown body. The sides are a lighter
yellow-green and the belly is white or grayish.
Dark scales form six to nine distinctive vertical
stripes on its sides. The tail is slightly forked.

Where to find them
Yellow perch live in warm or cool lakes,
ponds, and slow streams. A perfect yellow
perch lake is cool and clear with a sandy or
gravelly bottom with underwater plants. They
also live in lakes with soft bottoms. Yellow
perch like shallow water and aren't usually
caught in water deeper than about 30 feet
deep. In Lake Erie, though, anglers often
catch them in deeper water.
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Fish facts
Yellow perch can be found throughout Pennsylvania. They usually eat during daylight hours.
They can be caught all year long, including under
the ice in the winter. Perch grow to 12 to 14
inches long. They sometimes travel in schools of
50 to 200 fish. These schools stay in deeper,
darker areas during the day and move into shallow waters at night. Perch schools usually
include perch of the
same size.

Yellow perch aren’t usually caught in
water deeper than about 30 feet.
In Lake Erie, anglers often catch them
in deeper water.
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Lake Erie Steelhead
Identification
A steelhead is a type of rainbow trout that
has a "steel," or silvery, color. The inside of the
mouth is completely white. Steelhead can
grow to 30 inches and larger.

Where to
catch them
Steelhead like the cool waters of Lake Erie and
its tributaries. Gravel beds of tributaries with
ample water flow are their favorite spots. They
spawn from late fall through spring when water
temperatures are around 50 degrees. Anglers fish
for steelhead by boat or in Lake Erie tributaries
like Walnut Creek, Elk Creek, and Trout Run.

The Fish & Boat Commission
stocks more than 1 million
steelhead every year. The
lifespan of a Lake Erie steelhead is six to eight years.

Fish facts
Anglers from Pennsylvania, other states and
Canada travel to Pennsylvania to enjoy fishing for
steelhead because so
many are available to
catch. Anglers catch
over 500,000 steelhead
every year. Steelhead
anglers spend nearly $6
million every year
while they're in the
Erie area. This
money helps support
jobs. These jobs relate
directly to fishing. In addition, visiting
anglers buy food here, they stay overnight, and
they purchase other items while in the area. All
of this economic activity supports those jobs.
www.fish.state.pa.us
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Fishing on
Lake Erie by Boat
Captain
your own boat
Being the captain of your own boat allows
you and your family to fish whenever you
want. Erie has many places from which you
can launch your boat. Everyone on your
boat should know where all safety
equipment is located and how to use
it. Storms with big waves can well up
very quickly on Lake Erie. Some

boat operators are required to pass a special
safety course and carry a certificate. Check
the Fish & Boat Commission's web site,
www.fish.state.pa.us, to learn more about
boat access areas and how and where to take
a boating safety course.

Hire a captain
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Don't have a boat? You can hire a charter
boat captain to take you fishing for a fee in
the Erie area. Charter boat captains operate
boats designed to carry six to
40 people. Many captains
run two trips per day—one
in the morning and one in
the afternoon. On some
boats you can rent fishing
gear, buy refreshments and ice, and pay to
have someone clean your fish. The cost per
person depends on the size of the boat and
the length of the trip. Fishing licenses are
required for any person age 16 and over. On
the Fish & Boat Commission's web site,
www.fish.state.pa.us, view more information
guides.
July-August 2006 on Pennsylvania charter boat/fishing
www.fish.state.pa.us

Fishing
Lake Erie’s Shoreline
Don’t have a boat?
Do you fish from the shoreline? There are
many public access areas that provide shoreline
fishing for you and your family. These areas are
all along Pennsylvania's Lake Erie shoreline and
Presque Isle Bay. All of these areas have nearby
parking so you won't have far to walk to catch
fish. Over half of them also have a fishing pier
that gets you farther out into the water and
closer to the fish. Others have boat docks that
you can fish from. Just be careful not to get in
the way of the boaters using these docks. To find
where these areas are located, go to our web site
at www.fish.state.pa.us and click on “County
Guide.” Click on Erie County, or any other county
in the state, to find a great fishing spot close
to home.

Lake Erie Permit

vania waters of Lake Erie, Presque Isle Bay and
their tributaries are also required to possess a
Lake Erie permit. This regulation applies only
to the Pennsylvania waters of Lake Erie. The
cost of this permit is $8 plus $1 agent fee.
The permit is to be affixed to the fishing
license at the designated location.
In many cases, an angler may need both a
trout/salmon stamp and a Lake Erie permit to
fish in waters in the Erie area. Instead of
purchasing these items individually, anglers
can purchase a combination trout-salmon/Lake
Erie (combo) permit. The combo permit costs
less than buying an individual trout/salmon
stamp and Lake Erie permit.
As with the trout/salmon stamp and Lake
Erie permit, the combo permit must be signed
and affixed to the fishing license at the place
indicated.

Anglers who are required to possess a fishing license and who fish in or on the Pennsyl-
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