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Fantastic Fall Fishing
by Kim Mumper
If you like catching lots of
fish, then fall is the time of
year for you! Why? Think
about what land animals are doing now. They
are getting ready for winter by
eating, eating,

eating to survive through the foodless months.
Although fish don't hibernate, they do slow down
a lot during the winter and eat very little.
Fish are also gathering in schools now—just
like you! But schools of fish are looking for food,
not homework! (Ok, so neither are you!) Schooling helps them hunt better and get more food for
their efforts. Watch for larger fish herding
smaller baitfish in creeks and along the shore.
When you see signs of hungry, schooling
fish, it's time to cast your line for some fantastic fall fishing!
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Pennsylvania's
Fall Fishing Hotspots!
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6. _____________________ In
lakes, nisphaf move to deeper channels in the fall; Hills Creek Lake in
Tioga County is a great hotspot!
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5. _____________________ You’ll
have a great time fishing for monster
sieukms this fall. Try the
Schuylkill River in Berks County.
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Unscramble the words below to find the fish
you can catch in these fall hotspots!
1.
_____________________ lealyew
fishing on Lake Erie is great! They school
offshore through October.
2.
_____________________ aeeesldth
school in Lake Erie before making their spawning runs up streams and rivers.
3.
_____________________ Huge landlocked respdit sabs hang out in Raystown
Lake, just waiting for you!
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7. _____________________Try for
osltahmlum abss in the deeper, slower parts
of rivers, like the Allegheny River in Armstrong
County.
8.
_____________________Fish for
loyelw cherp near dropoffs in the deeper
parts of lakes, such as Lake Wallenpaupack in
Wayne County/Pike County.
9.
_____________________ternnorh kiep
are native to the Ohio River and Lake Erie
watersheds. Look for them in western PA
lakes and large rivers like the mouth of
Conewango Creek in the city of Warren.
To check hotspots in your area, visit the Fish &
Boat Commission web site’s Regional Reports
page: www.fish.state.pa.us/splashes.htm.

4.
_____________________ Look for
uttor, newly stocked in streams across
Pennsylvania in the fall, including Bald Eagle
Answers
are included at the bottom ofwww.fi
the Mini
First Aid Kit page.
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Backyard Bait
For live bait, you can
find everything you need just
outside your back door.
Look for huge grasshoppers
in fields and gardens through late fall. Crickets
can be found around sheds, homes, fences,
garages and sidewalks, under stones, or any
place that has nooks and crannies where a
cricket can hide.
Look for grasshoppers early in the morning
sitting on weed stems before the sun warms
them. Use a butterfly net to catch them easily.
Or try this with a friend: Hold an old sheet
between you and run through your yard or a field
and catch the bugs that fly up.
You can trap crickets by putting a slice of
bread in a jar placed on its side. Keep the lid
next to the jar to trap crickets when you check it.

www.fish.state.pa.us

Store crickets or grasshoppers in a lidded
coffee can with holes punched in the lid. Be
careful—they can and will try to jump out. Feed
them a few vegetable scraps, moistened to provide water.
Hook them through the body either ahead of
or behind the back legs. Fish with grasshoppers
and crickets as though they had just fallen in the
water. These bugs are great for
catching trout, bass and
panfish.
"Bug" your
hook, cast
away and reel
in the fish!
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Calling All Fish Jokes!
Ok, kids, we need you to
send in your favorite fish and
fishing jokes and riddles!

You can include jokes about other aquatic things,
too. So let's hear from you!
While we're waiting for YOUR jokes, here are a
few of ours!

Which musical instruments
do anglers play?

Cast-a-nets!
Why is a fish easy to weigh?
Because it has its own scales!
What did the frog get at
a fast-food restaurant?

French flies and a
diet Croak!

What is thE
besT way to
communicate
with a fish?

Drop
it a
line!
52
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Where does a
turtle go when
it's raining?

To its
shell-ter!
What do
you call a
fish with
no eyes?

fsh
Send your jokes to:
PLAY Jokes
PA Fish & Boat Commission
P.O. Box 67000
Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000
Or email your jokes to:
ra-pfbcplay@state.pa.us
Include your name (first
name only), your age, and
yourwww.fi
town.sh.state.pa.us
We'll print as
many as we can in each issue.

Mini First Aid Kit
Here's a great way to
keep a few bandaids in
your tackle box (or bookbag, bike bag, or even
in the family car).
Here's what you need:
1 tube of M&M Minis (not the large tube)
A few bandaids
A wipe in a packet (like a "Wet Ones")
2 quarters (or more)
1 small whistle (optional)
Tweezers (optional, but a good idea)
Steps:
1. Eat the
M&M Minis!
2. Put all
other items in
the tube,
close it and
put your
new mini first
aid kit in your
tackle box.
Use the
wipe to clean a
wound before you
put on the bandaid, and the

tweezers to remove splinters or thorns. And if
you need to call home at a payphone, you'll
have the quarters. Add more quarters for a can
of soda!
These are great little first aid kits! You might
want more than one!

Answers to Pennsylvania’s Fall Fishing Hotspots: 1. walleye; 2. steelhead; 3. striped bass; 4. trout; 5. muskies; 6. panfish;
7. smallmouth bass; 8. yellow perch; 9. northern pike.

www.fish.state.pa.us
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Quick-Moving
Weather
A sunny fall day is awesome
with colorful leaves and crisp,
cool air. What a great day to
fish! But autumn weather
can change quickly. A fastmoving cold front can mean a sudden thunderstorm
with strong winds and a big drop in temperature.
You don't want to be caught near the water in

that! So keep your eye to the sky and watch for:
 Darkening sky
 Dark-gray or purple clouds moving fast
 Trees showing the undersides of their leaves
If you see any of these signs of bad weather,
move indoors right away. Lightning can strike
miles ahead of an approaching storm. Better safe
than stranded—or worse!

Make your way through this fishing trip maze
and pay attention to the dangers!
Fishing Poles
Act As
Lightning
rods!
Not Good!

▲

Start
l here

Fishing on the Water

d

Stay away
from trees!

▲

You’re Safe
Indoors

Watch for
Flash
Floods!
(fast-moving
water in a
small stream
that rises
fast)
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Finish
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of
the Water!

d
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Leave only Footprints
Fishing is the best! But
some anglers need lessons in
outdoor manners. Here are
some things to remember
when you are enjoying the outdoors.
 Take it out, bring it back. Remember to
bring back
any garbage
you have.
Empty worm
containers,
monofilament line,
and food
containers
belong in the
trash can. If
none is
available,
put these
things in your tackle box and throw them
away at home. Trash looks bad and can be
dangerous for wildlife.
 Fish where you are wanted. Watch for
signs that say "No Trespassing." That
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means the person who owns the land doesn't
want others on his land. If you really want to
fish there, take Mom or Dad with you to ask the
owner if you can fish. Otherwise, obey the signs
and fish somewhere else.
 Respect other anglers. Give others who are
fishing their space. Don't crowd others, even if
they are really catching fish!
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