Summer
2008
by Kim Mumper
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Hot! Hot! Hot! The middle of a summer
day is definitely NOT a great time to fish. The
fish avoid the sun, hiding in sheltered, shady
areas or in deep pools. If you really want to
fish at midday, go where the fish are. Try
areas of vegetation, submerged tree roots, big
rocks, dropoffs, deep pools, or in the shade of
waterside trees. Cloudy and rainy days will
give you better results.
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Some say the
first few hours of
daylight are the
best time to fish.
The water temperature is coolest then,
and the fish are
rested. This is a
peaceful time, with
ducks on the water,
herons feeding in
the shallows, and
you and your gear.
Go quietly, though,
or you will spook the fish.

As the sun
sets and the
air cools, the
fish come out
of hiding.
The last hours
of daylight are
ripe for catching
more than a few
lunkers. Evening
insect hatches lure
hungry baitfish and larger fish
out of hiding.
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Sunrise
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No matter where you are in Pennsylvania,
summer fishing is fantastic! But knowing how
fish react to temperature and light before you
wet your line will help you land more fish.
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Fish Around the Clock

If you can, night
time is the right
time to catch smallmouth bass, catfish,
walleyes and black
crappies. They are
actively feeding at
night and can fall
prey to anglers
after dark.
Fishing is one of
the best parts of
summer. By varying
where and how you fish, you could have fun
fishing anytime!
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Boating Safety Checklist
Before you head out in the boat this
summer, you'll want to prepare for your trip.
Whether you will be out for an hour or all day,
follow these suggestions for a safer float trip.

 Make sure you have a wearable personal

flotation device (PFD, or life jacket) for each
person on board. Kids 12 years of age and
younger on any boat 20 feet or less in length
and in all canoes and kayaks must WEAR a PFD.
Check the weather report and bring along
the appropriate gear—including rain jacket or
sunscreen—or both! If storms are coming,
stay off the water.
 Tell your parents or another adult where
you are planning to go—AND write it down
for them.
 Take drinking water and food with
you—taking a sweatshirt is a good idea, too.

Have a great time on
the water this summer!
50
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Jigs, Buzzbait and Plugs!
Spinnerbaits, poppers, plugs, jigs, buzzbaits and spoons? Which lure is which? When
do you use a popper? Or a jig? Let's try to
sort this out!
Artificial lures attract fish by their movement, color and/or look. Here are a few kinds
of lures and how they work.

Spoons

Jigs
These lures have a weighted lead head
molded over the hook. You can add a plastic
skirt, if you like. Fish them with a quick
up-and-down motion. These lures are used
mid-water and on the bottom, along the edges
of vegetation or through the middle—use a
plastic weed-guard over the hook when you
fish these lures in vegetation.

These shiny ovals come attached to a
Buzzbaits
single or treble hook. Spoons attract fish by
These specialized jigs have a lead head
making a wobbly motion when you reel in.
attached to a hook, often with a plastic or
They also flutter when they settle in the water. silicone skirt. A wire leads from the head and
connects to a rotating blade. These surface or
Plugs
"topwater" lures attract fish by making noise,
These long, cigar-shaped lures also make a imitating live baitfish. The fish feel the vibrawobbly movement when retrieved or trolled.
tions through their lateral lines. Retrieve this
They look like
lure continuously
baitfish and can
to keep the blade
be very effective
rotating.
in catching fish.

Poppers

Spinners

The front of
Small spoons
a popper has a
spin around a
dished face that
shaft with a hook
spits water when
attached to one
retrieved, imitatend and the line
ing live prey. Use
to the other end.
short, jerky moveUse them alone or Popular kinds of lures include (across the top) crankbaits, (lower left) a spoon, ments with your
with a plastic
rod to move popand spinners.
skirt in shallow or
pers on the
slow-moving water. These kinds of lures are
surface. And between these movements let
used within a few feet of the surface.
the lure lie still for a few seconds.
This page is only a brief look at artificial
Soft-Plastic Baits
lures. Check out the Internet for more inforPlastic worms, frogs and crayfish are used mation on colors, sizes and which lures work
for all kinds of fish because they imitate
for which fish. Or talk to the people at your
natural baits. These lures are among the
local tackle store. Try one of each this
most widely used and popular artificial lures. summer and find a new favorite lure!
They really work!
Answer to Where in PA is Bill Penn?: Yellow Breeches, a famous limestone
stream in southcentral Pennsylvania.
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Answers to Big Water Match-Up: 1. Wallenpaupack, 2. Blue Marsh, 3. Black
Moshannon, 4. Arthur, 5. Somerset, 6. Marburg.
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Preventing Non-Point
Source Pollution

Use fertilizers according to instructions.

Don't over do it.
Pennsylvania waters are trashed by a sneak: Mow your grass to a height of three inches
for a healthy lawn.
Non-point source pollution (NPSP). NPSP
Plant trees, shrubs and groundcover to
comes from the waters running off the land
prevent erosion.
after rain. This runoff picks up pollutants from
Save energy by turning off lights, TVs and
many sources, like fertilizers, soil, manure
video games when not in use.
from farms, soil and silt from construction
Use rechargeable batteries in your games
sites, and oil and fertilizers from residential
and controllers. Recycle regular batteries.
areas. Our yards and cities also contribute to
Join a local stream clean-up or watershed
NPSP. Check out the illustration below for
association. It's great community service!
possible problem areas around your home.
For more information about NPSP, check
out the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts at
http://pacd.org/resources/nps/goodneighbors.
Clean up after your pets.
Recycle motor oil at official collection sites. htm and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection and
Dispose of old paint and household
www.depweb.state.pa.us/watershedmgmt/site
chemicals properly.
Use lawn fertilizers sparingly or not at all. /default.asp.

You Can Prevent Non-Point
Source Pollution:

Plant trees, shrubs and
groundcover to prevent erosion.

Mow your grass to a height of
three inches for a healthy lawn.

Use lawn fertilizers sparingly
or not at all. Use fertilizers
according to instructions.

Clean up after your pets.

LAWN
FERTILIZER
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Pick a Life Jacket!
Which personal flotation device is right for
you? Head to a sporting goods store or a
marina to try on these different kinds of life
savers. Wear your PFD in a boat and while
fishing deep, fast water—or anytime you're
around the water. Use only U.S. Coast Guard
approved life jackets.

Life Jackets
Life jackets (PFDs, life jackets, life
preservers, life vests) are the most important piece of equipment on a boat.
There are five types of PFDs. Each one has
advantages and disadvantages.

Type I
Off-shore life jacketover 20 pounds of buoyancy, designed to turn
an unconscious person
face-up.

www.fish.state.pa.us
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Who Has to Wear a Life Jacket?

All children 12 years of age and younger

on all Commonwealth waters must wear a
life jacket while underway on any boat 20
feet in length or less and on all canoes
and kayaks. "Underway" includes drifting
boats.
Anyone towed behind a boat, no matter
what activity or age, must wear a life
jacket.
All personal watercraft ("jet ski") operators
and passengers.
All sailboarders.
Everyone boating on U.S. Army Corp of
Engineers Pittsburgh District lakes, in
boats less than 16 feet in length and on
all canoes and kayaks.
For more information on PFDs, go to
www.fish.state.pa.us/boatcrs/pfd/brochure.pdf.

Type II

Type IV

Near-shore buoyant
vest-minimum 15.5
pounds of buoyancy,
designed to turn an
unconscious person
face-up.

Throwable deviceminimum 16.5 pounds
of buoyancy, designed
to be grasped, not worn.

Type III

Type V

Flotation aid-minimum
15.5 pounds of buoyancy, not designed to
turn an unconscious
person face-up; more
comfortable for water
sports.

Special-use device-must
be used in accordance
with any requirements
on the approval label.
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Where in PA is Bill Penn?
Bill Penn, mild-mannered fisherman, is in
reality a sneaky super-angler! When Bill
shows up along a waterway, other anglers
flock to that location, because Bill knows all
the great fishing spots in Pennsylvania!

We've deduced several clues as to Penn's
location right now. Can you put the pieces
together to figure out where in Pennsylvania
Bill Penn is? Here's what we've got so far:
1. An SUV matching the description of the
one owned by Penn was seen cruising through
the Susquehanna River watershed.
2. Bill is known to love fly-fishing
on limestone streams.
3. Bill's recent cell phone calls
originated in Cumberland County.
4. A character resembling Bill was
seen leaving a fly-fishing shop in
Boiling Springs.
5. Bill's Myspace page shows Bill in
golden pants this week.

08

Where in PA is Bill Penn? Turn to
the third page of this PLAY issue for
the answer.

Boiling Springs
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Big Water Match-Up
There's nothing like fishing on a lake for
summer fishing fun. Unscramble the names of
six of Pennsylvania's finest fishing lakes and
reservoirs* below, one in each of the six Fish &
Boat Commission regions. Write the answer on
the line provided. We've given you some clues
to help you identify these spots. The answers
appear on the third page of this PLAY issue.

4. Lake AHRRTU

1. Lake AAACEKLLNPPUW

Somerset County. Largemouth bass, muskies,
walleye and panfish. The Fish & Boat Commission's Southwest Regional Office is on its shores.

Pike and Wayne counties. Largemouth and
smallmouth bass, walleye, striped bass, pickerel, rainbow trout, brown trout and yellow
perch. This lake is managed by Pennsylvania
Power and Light (PPL).
2. BELU AHMRS Lake
Berks County. Largemouth and smallmouth
bass, striped bass hybrids, walleye, tiger
muskies and panfish. Managed by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.
3. ABCKL AHMNNNOOS Lake
Centre County. Largemouth bass, chain pickerel and panfish. Located in a state park with
the same name.

Butler County. Largemouth and smallmouth
bass, muskies, northern pike, walleye and
panfish. Located in Moraine State Park.
5. EEMORSST Lake

6. Lake ABGMRRU
York County. Largemouth and smallmouth
bass, northern pike and panfish. Part of
Codorus State Park.
*Reservoirs: Lakes made by damming a river,
usually for producing electricity, for drinking
water or for recreation. All lakes shown above
are human-made reservoirs.
Lake: Pennsylvania's natural lakes were made
by receding glaciers, and are found in the
northwestern and northeastern corners of the
Commonwealth. Most reservoirs are also
called lakes.
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