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Reptiles
Last April, during this issue’s production, Commission graphic artist Ron Kuhn
brought in a caged northern fence lizard. His father-in-law, Steve Waggoner,
had captured the reptile in a wooded area of his property and had given it to Ron.
Ron had placed tree bark and leaves in the cage, and against this backdrop I
photographed the lizard. The next day Ron returned the lizard to its original
capture site.
During this time we had also been preparing the Summer PLAY Newsletter,
which appears in this issue. Its subject is reptiles in Pennsylvania.
Photographing the northern fence lizard and preparing the PLAY Newsletter for publication made me think about Pennsylvania reptiles. We anglers buy
fishing licenses and trout stamps to catch fish, so reptiles and amphibians aren’t
often in the spotlight of our pursuits. However, most anglers know that
Commission waterways conservation officers protect Pennsylvania’s amphibians and reptiles and their habitats, in addition to protecting fish and the places
where they live. Along these lines, check the timber rattlesnake item, by WCO
Cadet Thomas McMann, in this issue’s “Notes from the Streams,” on page 54.
We anglers might not know as much about reptiles and amphibians as we
know about, say, catching trout on opening day. Nevertheless, some of us
anglers are interested in and curious about reptiles and amphibians. Check the
letter on hellbenders in this issue’s “Mail” column, on page 5.
Most of us anglers also know that some amphibians and reptiles become
meals for the fish we seek. For this reason it’s easy to understand how we can
sometimes underestimate the value of our reptiles and amphibians. Still, we
know that reptiles and amphibians are part of our aquatic environment, and as
such we become increasingly curious about them, and welcome information
that helps us learn about them.
When I looked into the northern fence lizard’s eyes close enough to study
the surrounding intricate patterns, I, angler that I am, embraced these ideas
more fully.
The Summer PLAY Newsletter focusing on Pennsylvania reptiles begins on
page 36.—Art Michaels, Editor.
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