by WCO Dave Kaneski, Northern Wayne County

Trout stocking began as usual in northern Wayne County.
However, new equipment became part of the mix: A chainsaw.
The first stocking began on a frozen lake called Long Pond. A
16-inch chainsaw was barely able to cut through the 14 inches of
frozen water. The streams were somewhat easier to stock, but we
emptied buckets of fish from “ice shelves” that were left behind
when the frozen creeks began to recede.
Later that same day we were scheduled to stock Duck Harbor Pond. Cold-weather gear, ice auger and 16-inch chainsaw in
hand, we arrived at the lake. I decided to drill a hole using the
auger in the area where we usually stock. I drilled and drilled and
drilled and finally hit the bottom. I retrieved the auger and what
we had was nearly a three-foot hole directly to the bottom of the
lake, and not a drop of water in between. I scratched my head and
moved out farther into the lake. The second hole was not nearly
as bad as the first, but nearly two feet of ice prevented our
stocking in the shallow water. We moved out even farther and
began boring the third hole. This time we had found water that
was suitable for the stocking, but another dilemma arose. How
do you cut a hole in 22 inches of ice with a chainsaw that’s only
16 inches? We discussed our options, which included cutting at
angles and drilling more holes with the hand auger. Both solutions would probably have worked, but they would take much
time.
A familiar pickup truck then pulled into the access area. Out
of this truck appeared Henry Stintsman. From the back of his
pickup he retrieved a chainsaw that would make Paul Bunyon
blush. I just smiled and pointed to where the hole should be.
Henry fired up his mammoth chainsaw and in a few short minutes
we had a hole suitable for stocking the lake.
The days were not all bad. Dozens of interested people
including a group of Scouts showed up to assist us in stocking
Dyberry Creek. They were on television courtesy of host Stan
Sowa and his show, “Pennsylvania Outdoor Life.”

There were a few benefits to the extended winter. The lack
of access to the lakes and streams made patrolling for preseason
fishermen a lot easier. The number of apprehended poachers
was substantially fewer than in years past. The second benefit
was an extended ice fishing season. In only my second year, we
were able to set the tip-ups out until the second week of April.
That made the ice fishing season five months long! I do have to
admit that I was getting somewhat tired of it by mid-March. On
two of our most popular trout fishing lakes, Upper Woods Pond
and Long Pond, the ice gave way only days before the trout
season opener. Upper Woods Pond was still mostly frozen for
the 8 a.m. start. Usually 150 or more boats, and hundreds of
shore fishermen, would set out in pursuit of trout on this cold
mountain lake, but the opening day of the season allowed room
for merely 25 vessels and a few shore fishermen.
The day did not begin at the lake as usual. We received an
alarming report from the first day last year. This report stated
that several adult fishermen showed up at one of our streams
and instead of fishing, they were disruptive and drunk, and took
fish from some local children in the area. DWCO John
Dunsinger and I spent the first few hours of the day in this area
posing as anglers, looking for these men, and to prevent a very
unwelcome tradition from starting. Although we did not observe anything but dozens of fishermen pursuing coldwater
fish, this is another fine example of the public helping us by
reporting wrongdoing.
This brings me to inseason stocking. Millions of trout are
stocked in this program by WCOs, fish culturists and dedicated
fishermen all across the state. In the middle of these stockings
I found myself assigned to assist other officers on many occasions. My assignment was not to help stock, not for traffic
control, but to pose as a fisherman and apprehend poachers.
This is probably my favorite part of this job. Every time out, I
and my colleagues apprehended several poachers.
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