Memorial Day & Labor Day

Fish-For-Free Days
by Jennifer Bilott
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Grab the picnic basket, bring the cooler and bring the fishing
rods. My family headed out Memorial Day morning for a
fun-filled day with family and friends to take part in one of
Pennsylvania’s statewide Fish-for-Free Days. It was exciting
to see the expressions on the faces of people catching their
first fish or to see mothers, grandparents, aunts and uncles
getting a chance to interact through fishing with younger
family members.
Memorial Day is a day to honor the men and women who
paid the ultimate price and served our great country. I want to
thank them for protecting our freedom, and I want to thank
the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission for letting us fish
for free on Memorial Day, as well as Labor Day, this year.
When I was out and about interviewing anglers, this is what
they had to say about Pennsylvania’s Fish-for-Free Days.
“We like it (Fishfor-Free Days)!
It’s nice to fish on
occasion with the
family for free. It’s
a good way to let
people enter the
sport who have
never tried it.”—Ed
and Jeanne Zurich,
Larimer.
As Ed Zurich
was driving through White Oak, he saw a marquee sign at
a local business that read “Fish-for-Free Day is Memorial
Day.” He thought that it would be a cool way to spend the
holiday and show off his favorite fishing hole to his wife.
So, he took his wife and family and spent Memorial Day
fishing the Conemaugh River, Cambria County. It was a
nice day spent together fishing as a group, and they were
happy to take the family outdoors to fish versus picnicking
in a yard or house. Their catches included channel catfish,
a few smallmouth bass and a walleye. Ed enjoyed introducing his family to fish that they had never caught or seen
before. They were familiar with lake fishing and had caught
trout, bluegill and catfish. But, the walleye was something
new for Jeanne and their daughter Madilyn. Ed proclaimed
that they shared the river with quite a few others. It was a
popular day to fish.
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“It’s fun! We
love to fish!”—
Andy and Kelly
Brumfield,
Latrobe.
Kelly and Andy
spent time on
Twin Lakes Park
in Greensburg,
Westmoreland
County, during
Fish-for-Free Day
as a get together
with friends. Kelly
is an avid angler that wanted to share her love of
fishing with her friends. The “outdoorsy” couple
packed up their gear and took it to the gathering
for others to share and try. Kelly’s co-worker, who
had never fished before, caught bluegill, trout and
lots of aquatic plants. She said she enjoyed herself
and would like to fish in the future. Kelly and
Andy spent the day sharing their love for fishing
with others. They said it was a rewarding experience and an excellent program. It’s a great way to
introduce non-anglers to fishing and give them
the opportunity to try fishing to see if they like
it. They encourage others to take someone to the
Fish-for-Free day in September. They are looking
forward to it.
(This article continues on page 8.)

Fish-For-Free Days

Your Fishing Holidays!
No fishing license
is needed
statewide
Fish-for-Free days.
May
30 &to fish
Sept.
5,on2011
It’s a great way to introduce someone to the world of fishing.
All other regulations apply.
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PFBC Memorial Day
Hundreds of vacationers from across the state participated in half a
dozen special fishing events held on Memorial Day, the first of two statewide Fish-for-Free Days this year hosted by the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat
Commission (PFBC).

Northwest Region

Presque Isle Bay, Erie
During the Memorial Day
Fish-for-Free Day, PFBC fish
culturist Craig Lucas assisted
Korey Hicks in landing a
bluegill from Presque Isle Bay,
Erie County.
photo-Chad Foster
photo-Dennis Tubbs
photo-Ted Walke
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Southwest Region

The Emsworth Pool of the
Three Rivers, Pittsburgh
Miranda Smith, PFBC Southwest
Regional Education Specialist, shares
fishing tips with an angler during Fishfor-Free Day at the Emsworth Pool of the
Three Rivers, at Braddock Public Access
on the Monongahela River, while children
chose their favorite Pennsylvania fish
from the Commission’s Pennsylvania
Fishes poster.
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Southcentral Region
Raystown Lake,
Huntingdon County

At Raystown Lake,
Huntingdon County,
informational displays
were set-up and free publications
were available at the visitors center.
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Events Around the State
Activities were held at six popular waterways including
Lake Wallenpaupack, Pike and Wayne counties; Lake
Nockamixon, Bucks County; Foster Joseph Sayers Lake,
Centre County; Raystown Lake, Huntingdon County; Presque

Isle Bay, Erie County and the Emsworth Pool of the Three
Rivers in Pittsburgh. These six waters were also among contest
waters in Cabela’s fish-tagging contest. For more Fish-for-Free
Day photos, visit www.fishandboat.com/fffdayphotos.htm.

photo-Walt Dietz

Northcentral Region

Foster Joseph Sayers Lake,
Centre County
Dave and Stephanie Adams visited
Foster Joseph Sayers Lake in Bald
Eagle Creek State Park, Centre County,
during the holiday. This is Dave’s
second appearance in Pennsylvania
Angler & Boater. He also appeared
in the November 1968 issue of
Pennsylvania Angler for catching
an award-winning largemouth bass,
which shows that adopting fishing
at a young age leads to lifetime of
participation in the sport.

Northeast Region

Lake Wallenpaupack, Pike and Wayne counties
Friends camping over Memorial Day weekend took part in activities offered
by the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission. Anastasia Maystrych and Gabe
Orloff made fish print t-shirts at Lake Wallenpaupack Access (Mangan Cove),
Wayne County. Pictured are (left to right) Brian Orloff, Anastasia Maystrych,
Gabe Orloff and Tatiana Maystrych.

Southeast Region
Lake Nockamixon,
Bucks County

First-time anglers took
advantage of Fish-For-Free
Day to try their luck. Barbara
Shandelman, Levittown,
landed her first fish, a
bluegill, at Nockamixon State
Park, Bucks County, with
a little help from Director
Thomas J. Kamerzel, PFBC
Bureau of Law Enforcement.
photo-Jeff Decker
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Memorial Day & Labor Day

Fish-For-Free Days

(Continued from page 5)

The importance of time spent with family and friends
can never be overstated. Fish-for-Free Days can be part
of that time. Someone once told me that people spend
too much time working and not enough time fishing.
This thought brings me to Labor Day. The holiday that
ends the summer and gives us a day off from the labor
we do all year long.
A great way to celebrate this holiday is to take
someone new fishing. Pennsylvania offers two days of
free fishing. One has passed, but the other is just around
the corner. Make sure you mark your calendars for
September 5.

“It’s nice to take
my wife. It’s a good
time of year since
the fish are biting.
I like to take her to
Crooked Creek to
get a big variety of
fish.”—Dave Ritz,
Pittsburgh.
Dave and Amy
Ritz spent the day
at Wills Creek in
Somerset, Somerset County, with their family. Amy
loves the outdoors, so she took advantage of Fish-forFree Day. They were after trout, smallmouth bass and
fallfish. The water was high due to the wet spring, but
the creek had just been stocked, and they were looking
forward to catching something. They brought with them
their son Lucas and a young cousin named Grace. Dave
introduced his family to something new that day, the
spinner. It takes a while to learn the ways of the spinner,
but in no time Amy was a pro. Eventually, they all caught
the fishing bug. Grace, age 11, was in a fishing trance
working the spinner all day. The high water seemed to
crush their expectations and nothing was caught, but it
sure did get his wife and cousin interested in the sport.
Amy and Grace are sure to add fishing to their outdoor
activities lists.
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“I like to take
a friend for the
one-day deal
and get them
hooked. I enjoy
fishing and want
to show others.”—
Ed Matucci,
Greensburg.
Ed took his
family and a fishing
novice friend,
Jim, to Pymatuning Reservoir, Crawford County, for
a Memorial Day celebration. They spent the weekend
camping, boating and fishing. On Monday, they
approached the lake at 4 a.m. Needless to say, Jim didn’t
seem too receptive to the wake-up call, but that was
about to change. It took only 10 minutes to hook-up
with the first fish. It was a nice 16-inch catfish. Twenty
minutes later, Ed’s wife, Pam, caught a 21-inch walleye.
Now the ball was rolling. The greenhorn was excited,
but when would it be his turn? It didn’t take long. His
first fish was a nice white crappie. After going through
14 dozen nightcrawlers, the crew caught crappies,
perch, catfish and walleyes. Jim is hooked on fishing.
After a day like that, who wouldn’t be? It certainly was a
happy holiday for the Matucci group.

Looking for great online resources?

Visit our website at www.fishandboat.com.
Or for a menu of fishing resources from your mobile
device, use your smartphone (with a QR code app) and
the QR code below to access iFISH, our home page for
mobile devices. You will find information on fishing regulations, interactive maps, fishing near you, stocking schedules and frequently asked questions. You can even buy
your fishing license or subscribe to Pennsylvania Angler &
Boater magazine.
If you’re new to fishing, reel
in the information you need
at www.fishandboat.com/
fish_fundamental.htm and
find information on fishing
skills and equipment, family
fishing programs, fish species
identification and rules to know
before you go. Discover stewardship opportunities, fishing and
www.fishandboat.com/ifish.htm
boating events and more.
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