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As part of the Pennsylvania
Fish & Boat Commission’s
Honor Guard, I have had the
opportunity to participate in
ceremonies and observances
across Pennsylvania. My proudest
moment came during a recent
detail held at the Pennsylvania
State University in State College.
With my brother officers from the
Pennsylvania Game Commission,
we presented a plaque to the
university commemorating
fallen officer WCO David L.
Grove and the scholarship fund
for wildlife management studies
bearing his name. WCO Grove
dedicated his life to the protection
and management of our natural
resources, and his name will carry
on at his alma mater as young
minds study and embrace the
wildlife he held so dear.—WCO
David A. Hurst, Cumberland
County.

Campaign call

While I was reviewing tickets that
I issued this year, I called folks who
failed to take care of their tickets and
notified them that I had an arrest
warrant and would be seeing them
soon. It occurred to me on this night,
before the General Election, that
they would rather be getting one of
the campaign calls everyone else was
complaining about rather than hearing
from me.—WCO John R. Cummings,
Northern Luzerne and Northern
Columbia counties.

Sorry, no
senior discount

While inspecting boats for safety
equipment over the years, I have
heard many excuses as to why
someone did not have a life jacket
onboard their boat. The most
common excuse is probably “I
know how to swim” or “I’m a good
swimmer.” This past summer,
DWCO Dave Wetsell and I were
patrolling Woodcock Creek Lake,
Crawford County, when I heard an
excuse that I had never heard before.
The person used this excuse, “I’m a
senior citizen and being such, I didn’t
know I would need one. I walk across
the dam at Woodcock Creek Lake
each day and know the park rangers.”
However, none of these excuses
got him off the hook.—WCO Terry
J. Crecraft, Eastern Crawford and
Warren counties.

Fishing for deer?

WCO David L. Grove
This portrait is available for purchase
at www.pawco.org. Proceeds
benefit the WCO David L. Grove
Scholarship Fund.
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While patrolling Raystown Lake
with WCO Anthony Quarracino,
we made contact with two anglers
bass fishing near the southern end
of the lake. While approaching their
vessel, WCO Quarracino inquired,
“Are you gentlemen having any luck
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today?” One angler immediately
commented, “Not with the fish, but
we did catch a deer.” Both WCO
Quarracino and I looked at each
other puzzled at the unexpected
response. The two anglers further
explained that while methodically
casting the shoreline, they heard
an unusual, repeated high-pitched
squeal emanating from a steeply
sloped rock outcropping adjacent
to the water. Upon investigating,
they discovered a newly born
whitetail fawn stranded on a ledge
at the water’s edge. Fearing that the
deer would be unable to relocate
by itself and possibly drown, the
two anglers picked up the bleating
fawn and transported it within
their boat several hundred yards
up-lake to an area where the
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A true honor

forested shoreline was more gradual.
Upon releasing the fawn, it ambled
into the thick vegetation where both
men believed they soon heard a
second deer. Hopefully, a successful
family reunion took place with the
mother whitetail deer locating her
wayward bleating youngster.—Alan
D. Robinson, Southcentral Region
Assistant Regional Supervisor.

PFBC Facebook: PaFishandBoat

Gut feeling

While on boat patrol on the Ohio
River one evening, WCO Jeremy Allen
and I stopped to check an individual
who was fishing without displaying
his fishing license. As I talked to
the angler, I had the feeling that not
all was as it should be. After nearly
20 years in law enforcement, I have
learned to listen to my gut instinct.
The individual replied that “he had
not caught anything, but he did keep
hooking the bottom.” I asked what
he was using and he replied “grubs.”
I asked to see his license, and he told
me that he left it at home. I asked him
for his name and date of birth, so I
could check the computer system to
see if he had a license. He gave me his
name and date of birth, and I ran his
information to verify it. I was not at all
shocked to see that, not only did this
angler not have a license, but he also
had an active warrant for his arrest.
After informing WCO Allen what I
had learned, we placed this individual
under arrest, issued citations and
transported him to the county jail.—
WCO Michael P. Walsh, Eastern
Allegheny County.

his mistake and hopefully realize the
importance of it. It just may save his
life someday.—WCO Craig A. Garman,
Blair and Huntingdon counties.

Horsing around

One day, I started my patrol by
checking my post office box. I spoke
with a few locals and got back into
my truck. I pulled out and started
down the road. Then, I realized that
I was going the wrong direction
for the route that I had planned on
patrolling that day. Fortunately, there
was a road that would put me back
on track at the next intersection. I
turned and proceeded to enjoy my
scenic route with steep hills and blind
turns to my destination. As I reached
the top of one of the hills, I met
four horses standing in the

Timing is everything

Accountability
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While patrolling Raystown Lake
with WCO Anthony Quarracino,
we encounterd a juvenile male
committing a violation on a personal
watercraft. After escorting the youth
to the nearby campsite to speak to
his parents about the violation, WCO
Quarracino gave the father of the
young man an opportunity to satisfy
the violation by taking responsibility
and receiving the citation instead of
the youth. The father replied, “I’m
not the dummy who broke the law,
he was. He can pay the fine.” The
young man was subsequently issued
the citation by WCO Quarracino.
We were impressed with the father’s
reaction in making the youth stand
up to his own mistakes. We find most
parents defend their children and
often request the citation be made out
in their name instead of the youngster
who committed the violation. It
was a welcomed response that this
father wanted his son to learn from

assistance. As I returned to my truck,
I realized that I was quickly drawing
an audience of concerned locals, none
of which had seen these particular
horses before. Meanwhile, the horses
ran in the nicely manicured lawn
as if playing tag. After what seemed
like hours of making phone calls and
talking to passersbys, it looked like I
was going to be stuck with the horses.
Finally, a large truck pulling a trailer
stopped to see what was going on.
The driver immediately recognized
the horses as her own. She had just
moved in next door and hadn’t had
the chance to put up a fence yet.
The horses had been in a temporary
enclosure but were able to escape. I
am trained for dealing with various
kinds of wildlife, but I have never
attended a course with instruction on
what to do with a horse.—WCO Chad
McKenrick, Northern Susquehanna
and Eastern Bradford counties.

middle of the road. In most cases
when I encounter an animal on the
road, the animal tends to remove
itself, but I guess not horses. I
turned on my emergency lights
and pulled off the road. It wasn’t
until I approached the horses that
they decided to move off the road.
They ran over to a fence containing
yet another horse. I walked to the
nearest house and knocked on the
door assuming that they had four
escaped horses. Nobody answered
the door, so I decided to call
Susquehanna County dispatch for

PFBC website: www.fishandboat.com 		

While on a boat patrol with DWCO
Keshvari on Sayers Lake, Centre
County, I noticed a sailboat nearby. As
the sailboat approached our location,
it was attempting a hard turn when the
hull went straight up into the air, and
the sailboat completely turned over.
All three passengers were thrown into
the water. We immediately went to
assist and turned on our boat patrol
lights to signal to oncoming boats of
people in the water. We instructed
them to get their life jackets on and
helped the individuals onto our boat.
DWCO Keshvari and I gathered all
their belongings floating in the water
and towed the swamped sailboat and
its occupants to shore. With help
from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
staff, we were able to get the sailboat
pumped out and all individuals onshore
safely. Thanks to the perfect timing on
this particular day, DWCO Keshvari
and I were able to help a group of
boaters have a safe ending to a day
out on Pennsylvania waters.—WCO
Gregory Kraynak, Centre County.
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