A Chronology

of the

Pennsylvania Fish&Boat Commission
As we look forward to celebrating the
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission’s
(PFBC’s) 150th anniversary on March
30, 2016, here is a brief look at some of
the Commission’s activities since 1866.

1866

A convention was held in Harrisburg
to investigate pollution in mountain
lakes and streams and the stopping
of spring shad runs by dams, which
resulted in Governor Andrew G.
Curtin signing the law that named
James Worrall Pennsylvania’s first
Commissioner of Fisheries.

1885

A $5,000 legislative appropriation
established a hatchery in Erie that
began operating on December 12.

1886

The first Brown Trout eggs were
received from Germany and hatched
at the Corry Hatchery.

1888

The first recorded stocking of Rainbow
Trout in the Susquehanna River.

1892

1867

The first fishway was constructed at the
Columbia Dam on the Susquehanna
River.

The Commission had Jackson and
Sharp build the railcar “Susquehanna”
to transport fish. It was delivered to the
Commission on June 5. The railcar was
in operation through 1914.

1868

1893

Legislature passed a law prohibiting
the use of seines for taking fish within
200 yards of any device erected for the
passage of fish.

1873

Some 2.7 million young shad were
hatched and planted in the Susquehanna
River. About 2,044 bass were taken
from the Delaware River and stocked in
other Pennsylvania waters.

The Commission participated in
Chicago World’s Fair of 1893, The
Columbian Exposition.

1903

Bellefonte State Fish Hatchery opened
on October 9. Citizens of Bellefonte
raised $3,500 for hatchery land and
railroad siding to the grounds.

1904

1875

The legislature appropriated $2,000 to
purchase 9 acres in Corry and $3,000
for its immediate improvement to
construct the “Western Hatchery.”

About 90,900 frogs were distributed.
More than 10.2 million Chain Pickerel
propagated. Pickerel had never before
been propagated in any fish cultural
establishment in the United States.
Yellow Perch propagation began.

1879

1904

United States Fish Commission
distributed 12,000 carp to individuals
in 25 states, including Pennsylvania.

The Commission participated in
St. Louis World’s Fair of 1904, The
Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

PFBC website: www.fishandboat.com 		

St. Louis World’s Fair of 1904

photos-PFBC archives

1906

Spruce Creek Hatchery, Huntingdon
County, started in June.

1907

The Commodore
Perry, a 70-foot
stream tug, was
built for the
Commission’s
use on Lake Erie.
Jeremiah R. Driscoll,
Captain of the
Commodore Perry
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1940

Yellow Perch were raised to fingerling
size for the first time.

1943

Free fishing licenses for military
personnel were provided.

1947

The Commission’s stream management
program began.

1949
This image shows an assortment of vintage fishing license buttons. Some buttons
were made to hold fishing licenses.

1910

1927

1912

1929

1915

1931

The Holtwood Dam was built on the
Susquehanna River by Pennsylvania
Water & Power Company.
About 500,000 Muskellunge eggs were
hatched at Union City, the first to be
stocked in Pennsylvania waters.
Fish wardens and deputy fish wardens
were given the power to make arrests.

1919

Non-residents were required to buy a
$5 fishing license. Only 50 were sold
that year.

1921

The “Resident Fish License Law,”
was passed.

1922

The Tionesta State Fish Hatchery
was completed.

The first issue of Pennsylvania Angler
was published. Subscription price was
50 cents per year.

1932

For the first time, the Commission
distributed more than 1 million legalsized trout.

1932

The first regulations for motorboat
operation were published by the Board
of Fish Commissioners.

1934

1923 – The first license button was

Fisherman’s Paradise, Centre County,
was created. The number of visitors in
the first year totaled 2,952.

1925

1935

1925

1938

issued on January 1.

The Board of Fish Commissioners
was established.
A site was purchased in Bedford County
to be known as the Reynoldsdale State
Fish Hatchery.
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1949

The Commission appointed its first
Executive Director, Charles A. French,
on April 25.

1951

The Fish Commission was directed
to make a study of the migratory
habits of fish, particularly shad.

1951

The Commission acquired Benner
Spring Research Station property.

1956

Taking carp with a long bow and arrow
was legalized.

1957

Benner Springs Research Station began
full operation.

1959

The research vessel Perca was launched
at Lake Erie.
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The first resident fishing licenses
were established.

A new license button was made with
a device on the back for carrying
the license.

The name of the Board of
Commissioners was changed to the
Pennsylvania Fish Commission and
described its powers and duties.

The first tourist fishing license became
available for non-residents.
The Commission produced its own
Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout eggs
for the first time.
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1960

The opening day of trout was set as
the first Saturday after April 11.

1961

More than 116,280 fish were killed
in the Susquehanna River during
October. The Commission accepted a
$45,000 voluntary contribution from
the Glen Alden Mining Corporation—
the largest settlement as of 1961 to
be made in the United States for fish
killed by pollution.

1966

The 100th anniversary of the
Pennsylvania Fish Commission was
observed.

1974

The Commission was given jurisdiction
over reptiles, amphibians and aquatic
organisms.

1976

The Commission adopted new
regulations for organized snake hunts.

1980

Fishing and boating laws were codified.

1998

Boat titling was first required in
Pennsylvania for certain boats.

2000

Effective January 1, operators of
personal watercraft are required to
complete a safe boating course or pass
an equivalency examination.

2000

American Shad were given gamefish
status by the Fish Commission.

Year-round open bass season began.
Catch and release and limited harvest
in effect for much of the traditional
closed season.

1984

2000

1984

The first issue of Boat Pennsylvania
was published.

June 5, the Commission occupied its
new headquarters at 1601 Elmerton
Avenue, Harrisburg.

2001
1967

The display of a capacity plate on most
boats was first required.

Online sales of fishing licenses began
in February with instant licenses
(printed on a home printer) becoming
available in April. Other products are
sold online at The Outdoor Shop.

1968

2001

1972

2002

The sale of unpowered boat launch
permits began in December.

Oswayo State Fish Hatchery, Potter
County, was constructed.
During Hurricane Agnes, Fish Commission personnel, using patrol boats,
aided stricken residents throughout
Pennsylvania and received special citations from Governor Milton J. Shapp.

1987

“Resource First” was adopted as the
Commission’s motto.

A new regulation was approved by
PFBC. All persons born on or after
January 1, 1982 are required to possess
a certificate of boating safety education
when operating a motorboat with a
motor of more than 25 horsepower.
Effective February 7, 2003.

2004
1991

The Pennsylvania Fish Commission
becomes the Pennsylvania Fish &
Boat Commission.

1996

The Commission establishes a presence
on the Web, www.fish.state.pa.us.

Hurricane Agnes

Online renewals for existing boat
registrations began on February 28,
sold through The Outdoor Shop.
A temporary Internet registration,
valid for 30 days, can be printed.

2004

New fishing license fees are established and signed into law on
November 30. The new fees go into
effect January 1, 2005. Fees were
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previously increased in 1996, trout/
salmon permit was increased for
the first time since its inception
in 1991, and Lake Erie permit and
combination trout-salmon/Lake Erie
permit was created.

2012

A Pennsylvania historical marker was
unveiled on July 17, honoring former
Commission Executive Director Ralph
W. Abele (1921-1990) in a dedication
ceremony at PFBC headquarters.

2006

The first fishing license was sold
in December (for the 2007 license
year) using the Commission’s new
point-of-sale system, Pennsylvania
Automated Licensing System (PALS),
at the Commission’s headquarters in
Harrisburg. Additional agents were
phased in over the course of the 2007
license year.

In March, a Pennsylvania fishing license
button was reintroduced. The optional
button sold for $5. The color of the button
was determined by a public online vote.
Blue was selected. The button is similar to
ones offered by PFBC in the 1930s, 1940s,
1950s and 1974 and 1975.

2014

Based on the success of the 2013 pilot,
the Mentored Youth Fishing Program
was expanded statewide. A Mentored
Youth Fishing Day was held two weeks
prior to both the statewide and regional
trout opening days in 2014.

2014

2007

Regional opening day of trout season,
two weeks before statewide trout
season for southeastern Pennsylvania
counties, was established.

2014

The Commission gained multi-year
and group fishing licenses, along with
promotional discounts for marketing
purposes.

A Voluntary Youth Fishing License
was established and sold. Revenues
generated from sales are dedicated
to programs that increase youth
fishing participation. For each license
purchased, PFBC receives $5 back in
funding as a federal reimbursement.

2012

2015

2012

Available December 1, 3-year and 5-year
fishing licenses were sold for the first
time in Pennsylvania.

2013

The first Mentored Youth Trout Day
was held Saturday, March 23, 8 a.m. to
7:30 p.m., one week before the regional
opening day of trout season. Established
as a pilot program by temporary
change of fishing regulations under
the authority of 58 Pa. Code §65.25,
individuals were permitted to fish at 12
waters in southeastern Pennsylvania.
Youth and the required accompanying
licensed mentor were permitted to
keep two legal-sized trout each.

The FishBoatPA app was released in
April as the first mobile app from the
Commission. Features include trout
stocking schedules, locations of stocked
trout waters and boat access areas, fish
identification, issuing agent listing,
and rules and regulations. The app is
available for free on both the Google
Play Store and Apple App Store.

2016

The Keystone Select Stocked Trout
Waters program was introduced. Eight
waters receive 14- to 20-inch trout. These
stocked waters are
regulated under
Delayed Harvest
Artificial Lures
Only (DHALO)
regulations.
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2010

The Commission’s Twitter account
was established on February 24.

2012

For additional significant events
and information, visit
www.fishandboat.com/chrono.htm.

The Commission’s Facebook page was
established on June 21.
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