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Among the sport fisheries in Pennsylvania, steelhead 
are relatively recent arrivals. Placed into Lake Erie and 
its tributaries since 1961, presently at least 1 million 
fingerling smolts are stocked yearly by the Pennsylvania 
Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC) and sportsmen’s 
cooperative nurseries into about 12 of Pennsylvania’s 
creeks entering the Great Lakes and Presque Isle Bay, Erie 

County. Steelhead return each year as strong acrobatic 
adults to spawn, bringing fish into the ready reach of eager 
steelhead anglers seeking them from autumn through 
early spring at sites in Erie County.

Dennis Beggs
Dennis Beggs, Franklin, started steelhead fishing 

in 1982 and took a few years off while raising kids. He 
returned to the steelhead streams about 10 years ago. 
Beggs enjoys the pursuit, because “The steelhead fight 
harder than most freshwater fish by jumping and super 
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scud hook under a float as well as a jar of salted minnows 
as a fall back. His preferred steelhead rod is a long, limber 
noodle rod with 6-pound monofilament main line and a 
4-pound fluorocarbon leader connected by a small barrel 
swivel, aided by a reel with a good drag in order to play 
fighting fish.

William Albert Baxter Logan
 William Logan, Titusville, recalls his first steelhead, 

which was caught on a cold, snowy Friday, St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17, 1993. “From the parking lot where only one 
other truck was visible, I fished upstream from Girard on 
Elk Creek, above the legion hold. I hiked in hip waders and 
took a trout rod with a black crappie jig, casting and gently 
swimming it down the stream. I watched a 28-inch steelhead 
turn, swim 4- or 5-feet and inhale my jig. I managed to 
land it without a net and measure it, but I had no camera. 
Instantly, I wanted to do it again. That started many years of 
adventures in steelhead fishing.”

For 24 years and increasingly now that he’s retired, Logan 
has explored the numerous tributaries and shoreline sections 
of Lake Erie. Initially, he knew that if it was a lousy, winter 
day, it meant he’d be sure to find a place to fish. During the 
past 10 years, crowds have gotten thicker, and there are 
numerous fellow steelhead anglers even on the miserable 
weather days, but he still pursues the quarry. He’s noticed 
that most people will drive 100 miles to fish but won’t walk 
more than 50 yards past their vehicle. Bill prefers to hike 
away from the parking lots, and he’s been saddened to 
observe previously open sections of private land along Elk 
Creek and elsewhere become posted with no trespassing.

speed runs. It’s just fun. Fishing for steelhead turns into a 
passion, and many of the tactics used for steelhead work 
well for local trout streams, too.”  

He describes a particularly memorable November 2014 
steelhead outing when he was accompanied by his older 
brother Bill Beggs. “We fished at the waterfall near the 
mouth of Sixteenmile Creek going into Lake Erie but had 
no luck. So, we got into our cars and drove toward the New 
York state line to Twentymile Creek, where we fished for a 
while with no action. At about 3:00 p.m., the action became 
fast and furious. I was drifting a pink Sucker Spawn under 
a float with my 11-foot noodle rod. Within an hour and a 
half, I caught several steelhead. Meanwhile, Bill was using 
minnows and had a good time catching steelhead. We 
released all the fish but kept pictures for future reflection 
and storytelling.”

Beggs uses only public access areas. He recommends 
Erie County’s Twentymile Creek on the east side and Elk 
Creek on the west side. If the creeks are too low, he opts for 
the mouth of Trout Run or Godfrey Run. Along the lake 
shore, he floats egg sacs or PowerBait® off the bottom using 
a barrel egg sinker above the swivel and about 18 inches of 
fluorocarbon line from swivel to hook. Orange PowerBait® 
was a big attractor during the fall of 2016.  
As Beggs indicates, “The blistering runs in the open lake 
are amazing.” 

This steelhead angler prepares by tying various fly 
patterns based on articles he reads and always including a 
variety of sucker spawn egg fly patterns in his tacklebox. 
His first choice is pink and chartreuse. He also makes sure 
to carry a jar of single salmon eggs for drifting on a size 14 

In autumn 2015, Bill Beggs continues to fish in the background 
at Twentymile Creek, Erie County, while his nephew Devin Beggs 
holds his first steelhead, which was caught on a pink Sucker Spawn.

Dennis Beggs holds a steelhead that he caught at the mouth of 
Trout Run, Erie County, in 2014.  
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Our family tends to choose Sixteenmile 
Creek, Erie County, when seeking 
steelhead on calm, snowy days.
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These two Lake Erie anglers celebrate landing a steelhead at Trout Run, Erie County.

He shares another incident. 
“When I became a fly angler, I 
caught a huge female steelhead 
on an egg pattern fly in 
November on Elk Creek on 
one of the pools that is still 
open, in relatively shallow 
water. It was so round and 
thick it was like a cartoon. 
I beached it, but did not 
take the time to measure it, 
because I did not want to cause 
any more stress on the fish. 
Lacking a camera, I looked up 
and down the stream to find 
another angler, unsuccessfully. 
So, I unhooked it.” 

Logan prepares by tying 
flies at home, out of the wind 
and cold. Generally, he makes 
tandem rigs with two flies 
attached to the same fly line—
one a sinking pattern and the 
other a Bead Head Nymph. 

He recommends Elk 
Creek and Walnut Creek to 
beginning steelhead anglers, 
because one can consistently 
find and catch steelhead on 
both waterways. And, he 
advises travelers to bring a 
second rod. 

The Erie steelhead fishery 
provides opportunities for 
anglers who are shorebound, 
wading or afloat. Plan your 
own adventure to experience 
steelhead fishing first hand.




