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When most people think of boating, they think of summer. The sun, the
swimsuits, the warm water—this is what boating is all about. Others, however,
think of the crowds, the noise and the bugs. For these people, spring is the best
time of the year.
The sun starts to rise higher in the sky and begins to warm the earth.
Temperatures begin to climb. Cabin fever has taken its toll and it's time to get out.
And why not? With proper preparation, there is no reason why early season
boating cannot be enjoyed.
Fishermen have long known that cool weather is the best time of year for
fishing. On many state waters you can fish for walleye until March 14. Bass is open
on lakes and ponds until April 15. On April 15, the focus shifts to trout. Walleye
come back in season on May 5. Panfish season is open year-round on most waters
and can provide many hours of enjoyable fishing and boating.
Dedicated paddlers know that the high water of spring freshets provides a good
opportunity to get out and stretch muscles that have been neglected during the
winter. Paddling a stream early in the season is a refreshing change from ordinary
trips. Winter flows have washed away traces of man's intrusion and in most areas
you can paddle for miles without seeing anyone else but the people in your party.
Properly outfitted and paddling with a group in case assistance is needed, a trip
down your favorite summer stream can be an entirely different experience in the
spring.
The best sailing of the year can occur following the fresh breezes of a spring day.
Sure it's chilly, but it is also invigorating. The cool breezes blowing across a
warming lake can act as a tonic, waking the youth in all of us, sweeping away the
doldrums of winter and preparing us for a new season.
Spring boaters can enjoy their sport only if they are properly equipped. Dry suits
are available for a relatively small cost compared to the comfort and safety they
provide. The dry suit keeps the wearer and his clothing absolutely dry. Coupled
with adequate layers of some of the new high-tech clothing, a boater can
comfortably participate in his sport in some adverse conditions. A personal
flotation device, of course, is essential to a safe outing. But it won't do any good
tucked under the seat. Find one that fits and wear it.
Spring boating can be a welcome extension of an all too short Pennsylvania
boating season, but it is also the most dangerous time for boaters. Cold water can
easily sap strength from anyone unfortunate to fall in. Even the cool breezes can
take their toll. Combined, the result can be deadly.
Most fatal boating accidents occur in early spring to people who are not
adequately prepared. Don't challenge waters that are beyond your skills. Spring is
not the time to experiment. Have the proper equipment. Be alert for changes in the
weather and most importantly, use common sense. If you say to yourself, "I don't
think I should be out here," you probably shouldn't.
With adequate planning, preparation and equipment, spring can be a wonderful
time for boating. Go out and enjoy.
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The covers
This issue's front and back covers, both photographed by Dave Brownell, hint
at the fun and excitement on the water that await us this season. Look at the
face of the water skier on the front cover. See the exhilaration? The delight? You
can capture the same spirit as you bring out your water skis from storage,
launch your boat on its 1990 maiden voyage, or silently paddle a spring freshet.
The articles in this issue can help. For important lowdown on water skiing,
please turn to page 4. Paddlers can find practical ideas on pages 18 and 23, and
sailors should check out page 8. If you trailer a boat, see page 15, and all
boaters have a stake in the information that begins on page 27.

Water Skiing
W

ater skiing is a fun sport that can be enjoyed by a family or a
group of friends. It is an exciting hobby or can be a competitive
sport. There is a wealth of equipment and opportunities available.
In a 1987 survey of Pennsylvania residents, an estimated one-quarter of
all Pennsylvania residents age 12 and older participated in recreational
boating activities at least once in the year before the study. Of these
boaters, 28 percent went water skiing at least once in the year before
the study. Water skiing is one of the fastest growing water sports
in Pennsylvania.
Kneeboarding, tubing and activities similar to traditional water skiing
have also become popular because they are easy to learn. Tubes and
kneeboards can be towed behind a boat at a slow speed. Falls are softer
and beginners are less hesitant to try these new activities.
The sport has been relatively free of serious accidents, considering the
number of participants involved. Keep it that way by following the safety
rules and regulations!
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in Pennsylvania
by Cheryl Kimerline
Ski seriously
Water skiing mishaps are usually caused by novices or show-offs. Skiers
need to be acquainted with their equipment, rules of the road and
fundamentals of the sport. Common sense and a respect for safety are
critical to the sport.
Water skiing requires fast reflexes and alertness. Skiers and operators
should realize that exposure of several hours to noise, vibration, sun,
glare, wind and motion on the water causes fatigue and slows down
reaction time. Adding alcohol to these boating stress factors intensifies
their effects, increasing the accident risk. It is against the law to operate a
boat under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Regulations
When a boat is used to tow a person(s) on water skis, aquaplanes,
tubes, kneeboards or similar devices, the following rules and regulations
apply:
• Persons towed while skiing, aquaplaning, tubing, kneeboarding or
engaged in similar activities must wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved
personal flotation device (PFD). This PFD allows the skier to rest in the
water while waiting for the boat. It protects the rib cage and cushions
falls. Its bright color helps others in the area spot the skier in the water.
Ski belts are not Coast Guard approved devices.
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protects the rib cage and cushions falls. Its
bright color helps others in the area spot
the skier in the water. Ski belts are not
Coast Guard approved devices.
Ski belts provide no protection if the
skier falls or becomes unconscious.
Many special-purpose Type III devices
designed especially for water skiing are
available. The Type II (horse collar) device, although meeting legal requirements,
is not recommended for skiing at high
speeds.
• A competent observer must be in the
boat in addition to the boat operator. This
observer must be in a position to observe
the towed person and be capable of assisting that person. You can use a mirror, but
a mirror is not a legal substitute for an
observer.
• No skier shall operate skis, kneeboard,
kite or similar device in such a way to
cause the person or device to collide with,
strike or cause damage or injury to any
person or object.
• Skiing is prohibited between the hours
of sunset and sunrise.
Check a current Summary of Boating
Regulations for sunrise and sunset charts.
• Tow lines may not exceed the following
lengths:
80 feet
Water ski
150 feet
Non-releasable kite
500 feet
Releasable kite
300 feet
Parasail
50 feet
Other (tubes, kneeboards)
• Boats must operate in a counterclockwise direction on water impoundments not
marked by well-defined channels, canals,
rivers or stream courses.
• The speed of all boats is limited to slow,
minimum-height-swell speed within 100
feet of the shoreline, floats, docks, launching ramps, swimmers and anchored,
moored or drifting boats.
• Skiers may start from the shore or dock
if the traffic situation permits. Skiers may
not be returned to the dock or shore under
power. They must be dropped off outside
the 100-foot limit, but may coast or glide
toward the dock or shore, as far as their
skills permit and provided the way is clear.
• The installation of ski ramps, jumps
and slalom courses requires a permit from
the Pennsylvania Fish Commission. An
application can be obtained from the Bureau of Boating. Boats may not moor or
drift within 100 feet of.the jump while it is
in use.
Water ski wetsuits
Persons engaged in slalom skiing on a
marked course or engaged in barefoot,
6
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Water skiing is a
cooperative venture
among the skier,
driver and observer.
Effective communication
is essential.

jump or trick skiing may elect to wear a
wetsuit designed specifically for each activity in lieu of a Coast Guard approved
PFD. The non-approved water ski wetsuits
have to meet the following criteria. They
must be marketed as a "water ski wetsuit." A skin diver's wetsuit is not acceptable. They must be constructed of
nylon-covered neoprene or a similar material. They must be equipped with additional flotation or padding material made
of a closed-cell nonabsorptive type such as
PVC foam.
Kite skiing, parasailing
Kite skiing and parasailing are permitted on all waters where unrestricted water
skiing is permitted. This activity is prohibited on waters where water skiing is prohibited or is subject to special regulation.
Flying over obstructions such as power
and telephone lines, bridges, dams, locks,
launching pads, swim areas and marinas
on congested waters is also prohibited.
Operating your boat
Water skiing is a team sport. It is a cooperative agreement between the skier, observer and boat operator. Each must
understand one basic fact. The skier is an
extension of the towboat. The driver is no
longer operating a craft that is 16 feet long
but one that is nearly 90 feet long (depending on the length of the tow line).
Once this fact is understood by the skier,
driver and observer, they are on their way
to a safe adventure.

The skier
Learn to ski by taking instructions from
a good teacher. Know how to swim and be
comfortable in the water wearing a Type
III PFD.
The skier must be alert for swimmers,
wakes, partially submerged objects, rafters
or anything that might come between
them and the boat. PFDs must be worn.
Special precautions, such as wearing a drysuit or wetsuit, should be taken if skiing in
cold water.
Skiers should relax and make a smooth
water entry if they know they are going to
fall. They should avoid falling forward
over the top of the skis. Sudden stops can
be made by sitting on the back of the skis
and dragging the hands. Never ski when
tired. Exhausted skiers invite trouble.
Skiers, when down, must hold one ski
out of the water in an upright position to
warn approaching boats that a skier is in
the water. This is especially important on
crowded waterways because skiers in the
water are very hard to see.
The boat operator
The boat operator's primary responsibility is to operate the boat safely. Before
pulling the skier up, double check the path
ahead for obstacles.-Make sure the towline
is not caught in the propeller or wrapped
around the skier.
Never accelerate until the skier is holding the towline handle with the ski tip(s)
showing in front and signals "hit it."

Where to ski
Most ski accidents involve collisions
with other boats, other skiers or fixed objects. Stay out of congested areas. Avoid
skiing close to shore, around bends or in
shallow water. Stay out of fishing areas
and away from docks, floats and pilings.
Scout your area before you ski. Never
ski in an unfamiliar area. Tree stumps
and sandbars may be lurking below the
surface.
Operating your boat for skiing is not
difficult. It requires common sense, practice and courtesy. The American Water Ski
Association states these words to the wise:
YOUR SPEED—Reasonable at all
times
YOUR ATTITUDE—Fair and respectful at all times
YOUR COMMON SENSE—Use it at
all times
YOUR COURTESY—Extend it to all
and you will have a safe boating trip!
Skiers need a smooth acceleration as
they come up on plane. Ease. the throttle
with a slight increase in speed.
Never attempt sharp turns with the
boat, especially if the skier is cutting
sharply outside the wake on either side. If
approaching danger forces you into an unexpected turn, throttle back as you make
the turn. Signal the turn to the skier.
Towing a skier does not give the operator any special privileges. The rules of the
road must be observed.
The driver and skier should agree in advance on the general path of the boat. The
skier who turns in the same direction as
the boat will get a slack towline that could
result in a fall, if not prepared. If the skier
moves in a direction opposite to the boat's
turn, a "crack-the-whip" reaction could
follow, with a potential for a high-speed
fall, when the skier is not prepared.
When a skier has fallen, circle slowly
around to bring the tow line back to the
skier if he wants to continue skiing. To
bring a skier aboard the boat, shut off the
motor and help the skier board at the
stern. Remember that when boat engines
are in neutral, the propeller may still turn
and injure the unwary skier.
NEVER back the boat up to a person
in the water.
The boat operator should judge the
boat's speed according to the skier's ability. A reasonable speed for beginners, depending on weight and ski size, is 18 to 25
miles per hour. High speeds are not essential for good water skiing.

The observer
A competent observer must be in the
boat in addition to the driver. This observer must be in a position to see the
skier. The observer must be able to read
the skier's signals and communicate them
to the operator. The observer must also be
able to rescue the skier should the need
arise.
The observer's responsibility is to keep
the operator aware of:
• The skier's signals
• The skier's position
• Location of a fallen skier and skis
• Other boats in the area, especially behind the skier.

Your equipment
Skiers have been injured in accidents
with the tow rope or ski equipment. A
moving towline can cut like a knife. Towlines need to be of equal length when
more than one person is skiing. Check the
towline for strength every season. Attach
towlines only to proper fittings on the
boat and never to the engine. A towing
yoke or pylon may be desirable for the
safety and comfort of the skier and driver.
Make sure your equipment is in safe,
serviceable condition. Ski tips should be
rounded instead of pointed to avoid injuries in a forward fall. Foot bindings should
have no sharp or protruding edges and
should be tightened securely. Fins should
be blunt-edged rather than sharp. Skis
should be sturdy and have no splinters or
cracks.

Signaling
Because water skiing is a joint venture,
a means of communication among the
skier, driver and observer is essential.
Some signals are vocal. When the skier is
in the water and ready to start, the skier
shouts "in gear." The boat moves forward
to take up the slack and when the line becomes taunt, the skier yells "hit it." This
signal tells the driver to open the throttle
for takeoff. The illustrated signals, approved by the American Water Ski Association, are recommended for use on
Pennsylvania waters.

REMEMBER:
• Do not operate a boat under the influence of alcohol.
• Use safe equipment.
• Wear a PFD.
• Never wrap any part of the tow rope
around the body.
• Stay clear of swimmers, obstacles and
fishermen.
• Learn and use hand signals.
• Never board a boat while the motor is
running.
• Avoid horseplay.
• Never ski at night.
• Avoid falling forward if possible.
• Do not ski directly in front of another
boat.
• Do not ski when exhausted.
• In heavy boat traffic, hold up a ski after a fall to pinpoint your location.

It
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As the tightly packed fleet of daysailors approached the race
course's windward mark, the skipper of the leading boat
'nstructed his crew to prepare to set the spinnaker. The next leg
would be downwind on a broad reach, a perfect leg to get the
most drive out of the big rounded headsail.
To racing sailors, cruising sailors and even non-sailors, the
spinnaker represents the spirit of sailing. The spinnaker is many
things. It's exciting and it's fun, but it's also a mystery. It's
intimidating and it brings out the absolute best and the absolute
worst in sailors.
The absolute best comes out when the spinnaker is set, sailed,
and doused without a hitch. The absolute worst comes out when
things go wrong with the monster sail. That's when you
frequently hear the old familiar adage from newcomers to the
sport: Are we having fun yet?
As the boats came closer to the mark, the anxiety of the crew
and skipper started building. Everyone knew that as the fleet
rounded the mark, scores of things would be happening all at
once. To get around safely and get the spinnaker hoisted without
losing the lead would be the ultimate test of the crew's skill,
timing and coordination.
A spinnaker is a challenge not because it is huge and
unwieldy, but because flying it requires flawless preparation and
precise coordination. The potential problems are not with the
sail itself, but rather with crew members and with what they do
or don't do.

The preparation starts before the race. The spinnaker must be
folded properly and stuffed into its launcher. It is systematically
folded to prevent fouling or wrapping around itself as it is being
hoisted. It is folded also, to provide easy access to the head and
dews so that the halyard and sheets can be quickly attached.
When the spinnaker is about to be hoisted, the preparation
continues by first checking to be sure the sheets have clear runs
on the outside of the rest of the boat's running and standing
rigging. There is also a separate halyard for the spinnaker, and
that must be checked to be sure it will run free when the sail is
hoisted.
One of the last steps in preparation is placing the spinnaker
pole, which is attached to the front of the mast. The spinnaker
pole holds the luff (leading edge) of the sail down, just as the
tack shackle bolted on deck at the bow holds down the jib. The
spinnaker pole is always set on the opposite side of the boat as
the boom. For example, if the boom is out to starboard, the
spinnaker pole is set on the port side.
The spinnaker pole is controlled by two lines. The topping lift
holds the pole up, preventing its forward end from crashing to
the deck. The foreguy or pole downhaul prevents the pole from
bouncing up in the air when the sail is hit by an errant gust of
wind or when the boat is hit by a large wave or wake.
Once the pole is set with the topping lift and downhaul
adjusted, the spinnaker sheet to windward is led through the
forward eye of the pole. This sheet is then called the guy, and it
is used to control the luff of the spinnaker.

Coordination
Once the preparation is complete, the real work requiring
timing, communication and coordination begins. On smaller
daysailors, the skipper and one crew must handle everything.
The challenge is for the two people to work together like
clockwork, moving quickly from task to task.
On larger boats, it takes three, four or more people to get the
work done. Here the issue is proper coordination between the
crew, with each performing specialized tasks.
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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The objective in hoisting the spinnaker is
to raise it fast and get it filled with
wind. The boat must be headed
generally downwind to accomplish this. The swing of the
spinnaker is governed by
the spinnaker pole,
which can move
through a 90-degree
arc. Keep the spinnaker pole parallel
to the water. If the
forward end goes
down, the spinnaker will be too
full. If the other
end goes down,
the spinnaker will
be too flat.
pole downhaul

In hoisting the spinnaker, the objective is to raise it quickly
and get it filled with wind. The longer it is up without filling,
the greater chance of disaster. To fill the spinnaker, the boat
must be headed generally downwind.
Once the boat is pointed off the wind, the action starts by
raising the spinnaker halyard. As the sail is going up, the crew's
attention is focused on spreading the clews (foot of the sail) so
that it catches the most wind in the shortest amount of time.
When it is apparent that it will fill properly, the focus switches
to trimming the sail to get maximum drive out of it.
All these things were going through the minds of the skipper
and crew. They were completely familiar with everything that
must be done, but could they pull it off smoothly? The lead
boat got around the mark ahead of the competition and started
its downwind leg. In addition to facing all the normal hurdles of
flying the spinnaker, the skipper and crew also had to deal with
the additional pressure of the race. Their spinnaker had to be
raised in close quarters with other boats, so there was limited
room if they encountered problems that would require
maneuvering to get the clear air needed to fill the sail.
In a race there are also other considerations beyond merely
getting the spinnaker set. Most lead changes occur at the marks
when one boat goofs up and looses boat speed. Maintaining
boat speed is a matter of keeping the jib up as long as possible
to keep it driving, and then, precisely at the right moment,
dropping it and hoisting the spinnaker to take over.
10
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A quick sail change means that there are twice as many lines,
twice as many halyards and more than twice as many things that
can go wrong. It's much tougher than hoisting the spinnaker
when you're out for a leisurely afternoon cruise. You can drop
the jib at any time and also take as long as you need to get the
spinnaker ready and hoisted.
The lead boat took all of these things in stride. Hours and
hours of practicing of racing tactics and sail changes paid off.
They rounded the mark in the lead and then put together a
flawless sail change by dropping the jib and setting the
spinnaker without losing a beat. Some of it was luck; much of it
was practice, planning and preparation.

'Trim
Now on the downwind leg, on a broad reach, the leaders
could relax somewhat and focus on trimming the spinnaker. The
principles that govern spinnaker trim are the same as those that
apply to the main and jib. The spinnaker serves as an airfoil,
and on every heading except dead downwind, it drives the boat
by the lift created from the air on one side of the sail moving
faster than that on the other side.
The spinnaker, however, is much more movable than a
mainsail, which is firmly attached to the entire mast, and the
jib, which is hanked to the length of the heaclstay. The spinnaker
is only precariously attached to the boat. In fact, it is firmly
attached at only one point—that's to the mast at the head of
the sail.

The other two corners of the sail, the clews, are attached to
sheets that run to the cockpit. If these sheets are not cleated, the
spinnaker will blow away.
With only the head of the sail anchored to the boat, the
spinnaker can swing around to be used on different points of
sail. The swing of the spinnaker is governed by the spinnaker
pole, which can be moved through a 90-degree arc. This arc
ranges from pointing directly forward to pointing perpendicular
to the centerline of the boat.
As the pole moves through this arc, the spinnaker moves with
it. Sometimes the spinnaker is out ahead of the boat, and other
times, depending on the direction of the wind, the spinnaker is
trimmed in along the side of the boat.
The primary objective in trimming the spinnaker is to keep
the pole perpendicular to the direction of the wind. When the
boat is headed dead downwind and the wind is blowing over the
stern, the pole is pulled back and placed at a right angle to
the boat. This gives maximum exposure of the spinnaker to
the wind.
When the boat is on a reach (wind blowing over the beam or
wind perpendicular to the boat), the pole is eased to point
directly forward, out over the bow. The spinnaker then moves to
the leeward side of the boat, the same side where the main and
jib are set.
Another objective in trimming is to keep the spinnaker pole
parallel to the water. If the forward end is pointed downward,
the spinnaker will be too full. Likewise, if the pole is pointed
downward, the spinnaker will be too flat. Both conditions
adversely affect the effectiveness of the sail.
For the leaders of the fleet, the downwind leg of the course
was uneventful and they were able to hold on to their lead
without any real challenges from the boats behind. But as they
approached the downwind mark, signaling a course change, the
tension again began to mount. The next leg of the course would
again be to windward and that meant the spinnaker would have
to come down and the jib would have to go back up. This
would be the last leg of the race, and if they could round this
mark smoothly, they stood a good chance of being able to hold
off the rest of the fleet until they crossed the finish line.

spinnaker pole
wind

guy
spinnaker sheet

pole can move through
90-degree arc,

'
1‘
boom and pole
are set on opposite
sides of the boat

Dousing
Setting the spinnaker was one challenge, and now dousing it
would present its own unique problems. In many respects, the
take-down is just a reverse of the process for setting the
spinnaker. But there are some unique aspects to this operation,
and again the real secret to success is not handling the sail. It's
adequate preparation, timing, communication and coordination
between the crew
Because the spinnaker is the largest sail in a boat's inventory,
it is also the most powerful. Getting it down is a matter of
taking the power out of it. One of the most effective ways of
doing this is to blanket the spinnaker from the wind. That's
accomplished by pointing the boat in a direction where the
spinnaker is behind the mainsail.
Once the spinnaker is blanketed, the halyard and guy are
released slowly. Simultaneously, the spinnaker sheet or the foot
of the sail is pulled until the sail is onboard. Next, the guy is
taken out of the pole and the pole is taken down. The final step
in the take-down is to fold the spinnaker and get it ready for the
next time.
The leaders had practiced the take down and could do it in
their sleep. The skipper knew that when they started to round
the mark, the mainsail would automatically blanket the
spinnaker and it would collapse from being starved of wind. If
the crew could release the halyard and guy at the right time, it
should be easy to pull the sail aboard.
The boat rounded the mark and on schedule the spinnaker
began collapsing. The crew was alert and saw the opportunity to
start the take-down. The guy and halyard were released. But
then disaster struck. The halyard was released too quickly and
the sail fell into the water. Now it had become a giant sea
anchor. As it filled with water, it stopped the boat dead in its
tracks.
In racing, when one boat falters, someone is usually right
there to step ahead. That was the case now. The second-place
boat had doused its spinnaker and hoisted its jib flawlessly. It
scooted into the lead.
That's the way it goes sometimes.
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsyhania
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Life Jackets, Strong Swimmers,
The day was ahnost perfect for a sail on
the bay. The wind was steady out of the
west at about 10 to 12 miles per hour, the
sky was clear and blue, and the air temperature was 75 degrees. The waves were
about one to two feet. Perfect. On board
our 26-foot sailboat, the Holly J., were
my wife Kathy, son Patrick, his friend
Brian, and my mother.
Looking back, it's hard to believe that
on such a picture-perfect day I would have
the most frightening boating experience of
my life.
On this Saturday, Lake Erie and Presque Isle Bay were busy with pleasure
boats of all types. Even though the wave
and wind conditions were moderate, the
constant passing of large powerboats with
their steep wakes often made our boat
pitch and roll.
Because the cockpit was crowded, I
gave Patrick and Brian permission to sit
on the forward deck, but with the condition that Patrick wear a life jacket. As Brian, who was 21, helped Pat put on the
jacket, I thought about asking him to do
the same, but I didn't.
As we sailed along, we heeled about 10
degrees and averaged about four to five
knots. When we hit the waves, a cooling
spray flew up and doused the kids on deck.
Our Columbia is a sturdy little boat, and
one of its best features is the steel cable
lifelines that surround the decks. Each
time an extra-large wake was about to hit
us, I yelled for the boys to hold on tight.
My mom, who hadn't sailed on a weekend since the previous summer, commented on the large number of
powerboats and the careless way that some
were operated. Skippering a sailboat is a
lot of fun, but it's also a big responsibility,
especially when you have passengers
aboard. For some reason, that day the
thought of what I would do if someone
fell overboard came to mind.
A sailboat is much more difficult to
maneuver than a powerboat. You are
pretty much at the mercy of the wind until
you get the sails down and the motor
started. I told myself that it was just my
imagination working overtime. After all,
something like that hadn't happened in all
my years of boating, and probably never
would.
12
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After several hours we decided to call it
a day and headed back toward Presque
Isle Yacht Club, which is near Dobbins
Landing. Just before going on deck to
lower the sails, someone said, "Look at
those crazies coming right at us!"
As it turned out, that comment wasn't
too far off. Two large cabin cruisers and a
speedboat were running side-by-side,
headed right for us at about 25 miles per
hour. I stayed at the tiller and yelled for
the boys to hold tight. The boats passed
very close off our starboard bow and we
braced for their wakes. The first wake
threw us hard to port and before the boat
could recover, the second hit the bow,
washing over the deck.

I couldn't believe what happened next.
Patrick rolled on his side and was thrown
under the life line into the water. Brian
went off right behind him. The kids
passed astern as if they were caught in
river rapids. My heart skipped a beat. I
was stunned. This had to be a bad dream.
In seconds the kids were quite a distance
from the boat.
I pulled hard on the tiller to turn
around and we made a slow, looping turn
that seemed to take forever.
When something this frightening happens, your mind reacts in a strange way. It
was recently explained to me that this is
caused by the sudden flow of adrenalin to
the brain. You almost feel like you're moving in slow motion.

G

ood Samaritans

I had to keep calm and make the right
decision. There was little time. The boys'
lives may actually depend on me.
Finally, the boat came around into the
wind and the sails flapped free. After several furious yanks on the outboard starter
cord, the motor sputtered to life. I put it in
gear and opened the throttle wide. We
were finally headed back to the boys who
were waving and shouting. I asked Kathy
to get out the boarding ladder, and while I
hung it over the transom, she helped my
mom into the cabin so we would have
more room to work. Things looked a little
better, the motor was pushing hard, and
we were headed upwind, which meant that
the sails weren't hindering us. We were
closing in.

by Paul Jenkins

We needed something to give us more
time. I grabbed a life cushion from the
cabin that could be thrown to the boys.
At last, the kids were only 10 to 15 feet
away, so the motor was slowed down.
Looks of fear covered their faces. They
were riding low in the water because of the
single life jacket. When we were only a few
feet away, the wind caught the main sail
and it started pulling us in the other direction. We wouldn't have time to pull them
aboard. I tossed the life cushion to Brian
and it fell right in front of him. He looked
punted at first, but when he had it he
saw how it helped them ride higher on
the waves.

In an effort to stay close, I reversed the
motor and turned the throttle all the way
up. The outboard roared but the wind was
too much. We had to get the sails down.
About then, when things looked the
worst, Kathy yelled, "Look! That boat
wants to help." A large, white cabin
cruiser headed toward the boys and asked
if they were from our boat. We said they
were and asked for help.
While I went on deck to lower the sails,
the good samaritans pulled the kids from
the water. When they were on board, my
heart finally started to slow down, and I
thanked God for being with us.
Back at the yacht club, we met the wonderful skipper who came to our rescue,
but because of the excitement, I can't recall his name. Brian was undoubtedly the
hero. He described the fright of having
waves roll over their heads and talking
with Patrick to keep him from panicking.
He said after they got the life cushion and
saw the cabin cruiser, they knew everything
would be all right.
Patrick was very quiet at first, but after
we told him how brave he was and how
proud we were of him, he started to smile
and come around. My mother, who has
been a boat lover all her life, said something surprising. She said she wasn't sure
she wanted to go sailing again, ever. I
didn't really blame her. After all, she had
almost seen her grandson drown.
Some of our yacht club friends said that
the incident was something I should write
about, but at that point all I wanted to do
was put it out of my mind. After thinking
about it, it became clear that doing something positive was important. Volunteering
some time with the Coast Guard Auxiliary
to promote safe boating may be a good
place to start.
Looking back, I thank God for several
things: First, that Patrick was wearing a
life jacket; second, that Brian was a strong
swimmer; and third, for the good samaritans who came to our rescue.
Even life jackets, strong swimmers and
good samaritans can't change the real
problem—careless boaters.
We must all do our parts to promote
safe boating.
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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Boats and Confusion
Everywhere

by Cheryl Kimerline

-

„
Every year, we see more boats and more confusion on the water.
Our waters do not have traffic signs or lines painted down the
middle. Young Pennsylvania boaters do not have to take a driver
education course to operate a boat. However, young
boaters in Maryland and New Jersey are required to take a safe
boating course to learn the laws.
Do you know Pennsylvania's boating laws?
Describe which law is broken in each of these mini-tales. Have
your parents or friends help you with these problems.

1Susan

borrowed her father's motorboat to take her friends
water skiing. Bob wanted to be the first skier. Susan carefully
turned off the boat as Bob jumped into the water. Sam threw
Bob his water skis and life jacket. Bob said he could swim and
he did not need to wear his life jacket while skiing.

3There

were two adults and six children in the tiny rowboat. It
sat very low in the water and waves were almost breaking over
the bow (front) of the boat.
Law broken:

4Tom

and Mary were out in their new boat. While docking,
Tom put a hole in the side of his boat. He put it on the trailer
and took it home. He was too embarrassed to tell anyone about
what had happened.
Law broken:

Law broken:

5All the boaters were on the island picnicking, sunning or
swimming. One boater, ready to leave, put litter in a trash bag,
filled it with rocks and then threw it in the water.

2The motorboat raced up the small creek, rocking the boats at
the dock. The boat's wake (wave) pushed one of the boats into
the dock, knocking a hole in the side and causing it to sink.

Law broken:

Law broken:

Answers
1. Life jackets must be worn by all water skiers, tubers and kneeboarders.
2. In streams less than.200 feet across, boats shall be operated at a nowake or slow speed. Boat operators are responsible for their boat's wake.
3. No boat shall be overloaded. It is considered reckless or negligent
operation.
4. A boating accident causing over $200 in property damage must be
reported to the Fish Commission.
5. It is against the law to litter.

14
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The Pennsylvania Fish Commission provides an eighthour in-water boating course through many schools,
scout groups, clubs, parks and recreation
departments. If you want a course set up in your
area, have your group write us a letter. The address
is: Cheryl Kimerline, Special Programs Coordinator,
PA Fish Commission, Bureau of Boating, PO. Box
1673, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1673.

Let's Go Trailer
Shopping
by Art Michaels

If your new boat trailer isn't the right size
or design for your boat, its cost is small
compared to the amount of money you'll
shell out over the years on repairing and
maintaining that trailer, your equipment
and tow vehicle. That's why choosing the
right trailer is so important.
Most dealers sell boats, motors and
trailers as a package, and buyers often
dwell on the boat's specifics, not on the
trailer's features. If you're buying a package, go over the trailer with the dealer to
make sure it's what you want, and if it's
not, ask for a substitute.
Many dealers are experienced boaters
and know boaters' needs, but they're not
mind-readers. When you buy a trailer, tell
the dealer your specific boating and fishing habits so that he can make informed
suggestions.
Let's check out a few boat trailers and
come up with some good ammo for trailer
shopping.

Bunks, rollers
For one thing, does the prospective new
trailer have bunks or rollers? Bunks are actually 2 x 4 or 2x 6 boards wrapped in
carpet. Trailers with bunks are the most
common, and they'll have either fixed
supports or, more often, adjustable bunks.
Trailers with adjustable bunks can be set
for many different hull shapes. The bunk
supports can be adjusted most often by
way of bolted brackets and U-bolts. If
you're thinking of buying a trailer that has
adjustable bunks, you'll want to check
them several times during the season because the bolts can loosen and the position
of the bunks can change.
Many other trailers feature rollers. If
your boat is large, about 16 feet or longer,
rollers have advantages over bunks. For
one thing, launching and retrieving is easier. When you launch, a shove at the bow
is all that's required, even for large boats,
and the boat rolls effortlessly into the wa-

You trailer more confidently and safer
when the entire rig is right, and that
opens the widest world of boating
possibilities.
ter. This feature also helps when you
launch at badly maintained or steep
ramps.
Furthermore, you don't have to back a
roller trailer as far into the water as you
would a trailer with bunks, thus reducing
the number of times you immerse the
wheel hubs. Roller supports center the
boat load seemingly by themselves when
you retrieve, too. This helps when you retrieve your boat in a strong river current or
when the wind pushes the stern away from
the best position for retrieval.
You will hear proponents of bunk trailers say that rollers damage a boat hull by
denting the hull over a long period. The
truth is that if your roller trailer has
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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enough rollers, this kind of damage is unlikely. An adequate number of rollers distributes the hull weight evenly, and if the
rollers are properly adjusted, each roller
actually canies little weight. And that goes
for aluminum hulls as well as fiberglass ones.

Suspension
Look beneath a trailer for a moment
between the wheels. See those flat, arching
steel pieces? That's the leaf-spring suspension.
The only problem with this arrangement is that dunking the suspension repeatedly rusts the springs so that they
don't work. On old trailers, the springs
rust and lock, so the flexing they should
do usually appears only in the tires. This
creates a terribly bumpy ride.
You can find a few trailers made with
other kinds of suspension, but leaf springs
have been around a while and they do the
job admirably.
Still, suspensions can't be galvanized
because that process takes the temper out
of the spring steel. Suspensions are most
often painted, and that makes them susceptible sooner or later to rust. Thus, keep
an eye on your trailer's suspension, and if
it stops working because it's rusted, consult your dealer about options.

Capacity
Think about the capacity of a new
trailer. You will need to know your rig's
gross weight to make sure any trailer you
buy will be rated appropriately.
When you match a boat to a trailer, you
must know the boat's fully loaded weight
to select the right-size trailer. Be sure to
load the boat with full gas tanks, outboard, fishing tackle, equipment, and anything else that accompanies you on a trip.
You must also include the actual weight of
the trailer when you calculate the trailer's
capacity.
Generally speaking, 20 to 30 percent is a
practical cushion for fully loaded trailer
capacity. For instance, if a trailer and fully
loaded boat weigh 3,000 pounds, a trailer
rated at 3,600 pounds is an appropriate
minimum weight rating choice. Any less
of a rating and you're looking at the
wrong trailer.
Too much capacity cushion is equally
detrimental as is overloading a trailer.
When you rumble over a rough road and
the load is too light for the trailer, the
trailer suspension doesn't do its job, and
the boat hull receives the shocks that the
suspension should handle. Your equip16
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ment and your boat's electronics may fail
from this rattling.

Axles
Do the trailers you're considering have
single axles or tandem axles? Both singles
and tandems have advantages and disadvantages. Single axles require less maintenance and work well for small boats.
Tandem axles give bigger boats a smoother
ride and offer more support beneath the
hull, but they are more cumbersome to
move around off the trailer hitch than
single-axle trailers, and those four tires,
hubs and bearing assemblies need more attention than the two of each item that
single-axle models feature.
Generally speaking, if your boat is
about 21 feet or longer, a tandem-axle
trailer offers more support.
For saltwater use, buy a trailer with galvanized single or tandem axles.

Most dealers sell boats,
motors and trailers as a
package, and buyers
often dwell on the
boating specifics, not
the trailer's features.
Tires
Look at the trailer tires next. Most
medium-sized and large boats need tires
that are at least 13 inches in diameter.
Small automotive tires are better than
trailer tires because they require less air
pressure. This gives the boat and the entire
trailered load, including your gear and
electronics, a better-cushioned ride.
Furthermore, 8-inch trailer tires fit right
into the bottom of potholes, clobbering

ously, you're going to pay dearly farther
down the road in engine troubles, transmission difficulties and other kinds of premature tow vehicle wear.
Buying just the right trailer for your
boat makes no sense unless the rig
matches your tow vehicle. For details on
your specific vehicle's capacity and requirements, consult the tow vehicle dealer.
This point is vital when you change trailers, especially when you move up in size.
Furthermore, the vehicle code in most
states specifies certain trailering restrictions. These vehicle code laws differ from
state to state. If you're unsure about the
laws, before you spend a lot of money on
a new, large trailer, take care of legal requirements (permits) where you intend to
trailer your rig.
Consult PennDOT for a copy of the
state's vehicle code. You can find this law
(a thick book) in many libraries.

Most dealers are
experienced boaters
and know boaters'
needs, but they're not
mind-readers. Be sure
to discuss fully with the
dealer your specific
boating needs.
your boat and trailer. larger tires negotiate
potholes easier because they ride over
them. Larger tires also spin slower than
smaller tires, reducing bearing wear.
Today's bearings, hub assemblies and
bearing protectors make 8-inch tires almost as efficient as those on larger tires.
But over a long period, you're better off
equipping your trailer, even for a 12-foot
or 14-foot boat, with 12-inch or 13-inch
tires.
As a general rule, equip your boat
trailer with the largest automotive tires it
can handle.
Your new trailer should come equipped
with some kind of bearing protectors that
replace the hub's dust cap. Those that rely
on pressure, like Bearing Buddies or ones
made by Auto Lube, are fine.

Frames
Think about the trailer's frame. When
you shop for a trailer, you will most often
see three types of frames: painted steel,
galvanized steel and aluminum.
For saltwater use, a trailer frame should
be either galvanized steel or aluminum.
This is a must to stand up to corrosion.
Aluminum trailer frames and painted
metal ones look prettier than galvanized
steel, but aluminum frames and galvanized steel frames do the best job for saltwater use. Maintaining these trailer frames
requires much less than keeping up
painted frames for saltwater use.
Aluminum is lighter and not as strong
as steel, but trailer manufacturers have
made up for this quality by making aluminum trailer frame parts thicker. When you
compare two nearly identical trailers, one
made of galvanized steel and the other
made of aluminum, you will pay more for
the aluminum trailer.
Tow vehicle
Think about your tow vehicle, too. In
fact, think of your trailer and tow vehicle
as a matched pair. The important point is
that your trailer might be just right for
your boat, but if your tow vehicle isn't
right for a larger-capacity trailer and
heavier load than you've hauled previ-

Hitches
You also have a choose the right hitch.
A new trailer may require a different hitch
than the one you have on your tow vehicle, so remember a few hitch basics.
Class I hitches are made for loads up to
2,000 pounds. They are most often lightduty weight-carrying hitches that attach to
the tow vehicle bumper or to the frame,
and they have a tongue-weight limit of 200
pounds.
A Class II hitch is made for loads up to
3,500 pounds. This kind of hitch is a
weight-carrying one that mounts to the
tow vehicle frame. It usually has a ball
mount, but some feature a receiver assembly. The tongue weight limit is up to 500
pounds, and some of these hitches have a
weight-distributing capacity.
Class III hitches carry loads up to 5,000
pounds. These hitches mount to the tow
vehicle frame and have receiver assemblies
with weight-distributing features. The
tongue-weight maximum is 750 pounds.
A Class IV hitch attaches to a tow vehicle frame and has a receiver assembly. It
handles loads up to 10,000 pounds and
has weight-distributing capability.
Finally, making the right decision on
which boat trailer is best for you is as important as choosing the right boat. As the
years go by, your maintenance costs will
be reasonable and your trailering will likely
be routine because you made the right
choice.
You trailer more confidently when the
entire rig is right, and this opens the widest world of fishing possibilities.
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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The Middle Yough
Contrary Stream
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The middle Yough
offers about nine
miles of delightful
waterflowing
through a scenic
gorge. There are a
few stretches of
fast water, but
they are easily
negotiable with
minimum
paddling skills.

Youghiogheny is an old Indian name meaning "contrary
stream." After years of experience with that river, it seems that
this description is apt. Above all, it is not a water to be taken
lightly. However, show it respect and prudence and it will reward
you with some of the finest river adventures.
The usually placid stream entering the Monongahela River at
McKeesport provides no clue to its dynamic and exciting course
before it loses its identity at this junction. Similarly, the water
that is just a small stream entering a lake near Selbysport,
Maryland, offers no hint of the thousands of outdoors people it
will please in many ways before it runs its course some 50 miles
to the north. Both streams are the same, the Youghiogheny, but
the many faces of this water, between its origin in Maryland and
its mouth at the Monongahela, make it a varied water system.
Youghiogheny Lake is a delight to boaters and fishermen.
With its unlimited horsepower, it attracts powerboaters, water
skiers and bass boaters. However, from the dam downstream it
is mostly paddle water and there is little powerboating until the
river approaches McKeesport.
The tailwaters of the dam provide excellent trout fishing. The
Fish Commission has been stocking the water from the dam to
Ohiopyle with brown trout and rainbow trout since 1974. This
portion of the river also contains hard-fighting smallmouth bass.

World-class white water
From the falls at Ohiopyle north toward Connellsville, the
Yough offers world-class white water, and kayakers and rafters
come great distances to try this legendary river. Some say that
the 7I/2 miles below the falls at Ohiopyle could also provide the
finest fishing on the river if it were not so difficult to reach.
Certainly the river is reachable and fishable, and except at the
high water stages, it is reasonably safe. It has been stocked from
Connellsville to McKeesport since 1973 with a variety of
warrnwater species, and it is beautiful and productive water for
both small boats and fishing.

Enjoyable float
Every part of this river can be thrilling. However, one portion
of the river offers such an enjoyable float that drifting it
becomes a purpose unto itself. The middle Yough, that stretch
from the Ramcat launch area at Confluence to the falls at
Ohiopyle, offers a cornucopia of pleasures for the fisherman
and canoeist.

The nine miles from the access point below the Casselman
River to the takeout point at Ohiopyle are delightful water
flowing through a scenic gorge. It is a reasonably safe stream for
canoeists, with ample water even during the summer. There are a
few stretches of faster water, but they are easily negotiable with
minimal canoeing skills.
When the water is higher, however, many big boulders are just
underwater, making it easy to get a canoe hung up on a rock. It
was just such a day when we recently took 11 canoes down the
middle Yough. The water is always cold in this stretch, but the
day was warm and sunny, making for a perfect day afloat.

Outfitters
There are six outfitters at Ohiopyle who can provide either
canoes or rubber rafts for a float group. For a flat fee they can
provide the craft and a shuttle to the access area. This ensures
that your vehicle is awaiting you when you take out at Ohiopyle.
We had selected Wilderness Voyageurs primarily because they
had given us excellent service on previous floats. Lance Martin,
the owner, recommended rubber rafts, "duckies," as they call
them, but we opted for canoes. Because there were various levels
of expertise in our 22-member group, we also retained the
services of a guide to brief us on each stretch of faster water
before proceeding through. Also, because the size of our group
was large, we arranged a shore lunch along the way.
The group, led by Western Pennsylvania Conservancy
president John Oliver, included board members of the
Conservancy and their guests plus several outdoors writers. The
Conservancy had, over a period of years, acquired nearly 10,000
acres of land along the Youghiogheny River Gorge, and it was
John's mission to acquaint the group with the preserved land
from the only real vantage point, the river.

Safety, paddling basics
Mark Gallagher, our guide, began the outing with a talk on
canoeing basics and safety afloat. We had been provided with
Type II PFDs. They would be zipped and buckled, Mark
instructed, anytime we were on the water. They were so
comfortable that many of the group wore them even while at
shore lunch. The outfitter also had wetsuits available for those
who wished to wear them.
Mark's lecture included canoeing basics. He advised us to lean
to the high side if hung up to keep the rushing water from
capsizing the canoe. Several canoes did capsize on the trip and
more might have done so, had it not been for Mark's words
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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The middle Yough contains some fine
fishing water with an excellent
population of both trout and
smallmouth bass.

coming back to canoeists stuck on submerged boulders. Because
we waited before each stretch of fast water and proceeded
through in single file, Mark was on hand with his kayak
whenever anyone needed help.
As we floated the river, an occasional CSX freight train
passed us on the east bank, the only sign of the mechanized
outside world. The engineers blew their whistles and waved, and
we waved back as train fanciers must have done since the first
train traversed the first set of tracks.

Bike trail
The west bank held an even more interesting feature. When
the Western Maryland Railroad ceased operations along that
bank, the right of way had been acquired by the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy and later transferred to the Bureau of
State Parks for a bicycle trail.
The trail is now open to bikers, hikers and cross-country
skiers, and attracts large numbers of outdoor enthusiasts. They
are enjoying spectacular scenery previously available only to
those taking the river float. Not surprisingly, the same outfitters
that rent watercraft at Ohiopyle also rent bicycles.
Bikers gathered at several points where fast water was visible
from the trail to watch the canoes run the rapids. One could
only hnard a guess whether they were rooting for a dry passage
or a spill as one canoe after another made its way downstream.
The bike trail will soon be extended to Connellsville, and the
plan is to have it expanded to run from Pittsburgh to the
District of Columbia, using both the Western Maryland Railroad
and the old C&O Canal rights of way.
One benefit of the bike trail is to make accessible to anglers
many sections of the river that were not reachable in the past.
The middle Yough contains some of Pennsylvania's finest fishing
water with an excellent population of both trout and
smallmouth bass. One writer has called it "The Madison of the
20
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East." Formerly accessible only by canoe or raft, it is now
possible to get to the river from a number of points along the
bicycle trail.
Actually, floating a river is the very best way to fish it. Each
time you float the stream, it is a different water depending on
weather, water level, temperature and other factors. Therefore, it
is an ever-changing challenge that adds interest to the sport.
Unfortunately, our float group was denied the pleasure of
leisurely fishing the river while floating. With nine miles to
cover, it was necessary to keep moving. However, the scenery,
fresh air, a variety of birds, occasional wildlife sightings and the
thrill of running the rapids more than made up for missing out
on the fishing.

Outfitters
Outfitters that can provide a group canoe trip include:
• Wilderness Voyageurs, Inc., P.O. Box 97, Ohiopyle, PA
15470. Phone: 800-272-4141.
• Riversport, 213 Yough Street, Confluence, PA 15424.
Phone: 814-395-5744.
• Laurel Highlands River Tours, Box 107, Ohiopyle, PA
15470. Phone: 800-4RAFTIN.
• Mountain Streams and Trails Outfitters, Inc., Box 106,
Ohiopyle, PA 15470. Phone: 800-245-4090.
• VVhitewater Adventures, Inc., Box 31, Ohiopyle, PA
15470. Phone: 412-329-8850, 800-WWA-RAFT
(outside PA).
• Youghiogheny Outfitters Raft Rentals, P.O. Box 21,
Ohiopyle, PA 15470. Phone: 412-329-4549.

..•••••••••

Boating Lifestyle
Attracts Millions

Water Safety Festival
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
hold its Third Annual Water Safety Festival on Sunday, June 10, 1990, at Blue
Marsh Lake's Dry Brooks Day Use Area
beginning at 11 a.m.
This year's festival will include demonstrations on the use and safe operation of
various watercraft. Highlighting the festival are workshops and demonstrations on
the proper use of PFDs, hand-held flares
and fire extinguishers, and fishing and
scuba diving activities. The U.S. Navy will
also demonstrate helicopter water rescue.
Courtesy Marine Examinations will be offered, and the Reading Water Skiers will
provide a water ski show.
Guide to
Public Fishing
Watcrs and
Boating iiccess

New
Access
Guide

The Chesapeake Bay and Susquehanna
River Public Access Guide is a must for
those who explore the river and bay. The
72-page guide was produced cooperatively
by Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland and
the District of Columbia. It contains the
most up-to-date information on public access sites in the Chesapeake Bay, its tidal
tributaries and the Susquehanna River.
Colorful maps display information on
over 650 public access points. Facilities at
each site are listed for boating, swimming,
hiking, camping, fishing, picnicking, nature study and more.
The coverage area is divided into colorcoded sections, which makes finding areas
and sites easy. The sections are the Susquehanna River, upper Chesapeake Bay, and
lower Chesapeake Bay.
The new guide is available for $5, including shipping and handling, from:
Pennsylvania Fish Commission, Publications Section, P.O. Box 1673, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1673. Please make your
check or money order payable to Pennsylvania Fish Commission.

Boat PA, Angler
Volumes Available
A limited number of bound copies of
Boat Pennsylvania volumes 5 and 6(Winter 1988 through Fall 1989)and Pennsylvania Angler Volume 58 (January 1989
through December 1989) are available.
The bound Boat PA book includes 1988
and I989's eight issues. It is hardbound in
blue with gold-colored inscription. The
Angler volume contains 1989's 12 issues. It
is hardbound in black with gold-colored
inscription.
These volumes are available on a firstcome, first-served basis. The Boat PA volume is available for $22 postpaid for
current Boat PA subscribers and $28 postpaid for non-subscribers. The Angler volume is available for $22 postpaid for
current Angler subscribers and $31 postpaid for non-subscribers.
When you place an onier, please specify
which volume you want. If you are a subscriber, please include your account number with your order. This number appears
directly above your name on the magazine
mailing label.
Payment must accompany orders.
Make checks payable to Pennsylvania Fish
Commission and send orders to: Fulfillment Section, PA Fish Commission, P.O.
Box 1673, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1673.

More than 73 million Americans—or 33
percent of the U.S. population—went
boating in 1989, and the number continues to grow each year. Whether the
preference is for rafting a whitewater river,
canoeing a placid stream or cruising, boaters share a common urge to be on or near
the water.
According to U.S. Coast Guard and
National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA) statistics, only minor
changes occurred in the distribution and
level of growth for boat sales across the
states in 1988, the latest year charted.
Without surprise, the top five states with
the highest number of registered boats
were Michigan, California, Minnesota,
Florida and Texas. But many states that
might not be expected to have significant
boating populations often fall fairly high
on the list—like Pennsylvania at 12, or
Missouri at 14—probably because the fishing is good.
For the nation as a whole, close to 10.4
million pleasure boats were registered in
1988. That represents a four percent increase for 1988 compared to a 0.9 percent
increase in 1987. By region, the Great
Lakes states claim the highest percentage
of the nation's fleet with 2.8 million
or 27.8 percent of all boats registered in
the U.S.
And the outlook? Boating will likely remain a preferred form of recreation for
Americans in the years ahead. More leisure time, more discretionary income,
additional family formation, greater preference for outdoor activities, increasing
waterfront development and continued affordability all point to further growth of
this water lifestyle.—NMMA

Your Boat Must Have a Capacity Plate
Since January I, 1990, every monohull boat less than 20 feet long must display a
capacity plate when operating on Commonwealth waterways. Canoes, kayaks, sailboats, inflatables and boats of unusual or unique design are exempt.
Applications for capacity plates can be obtained by writing to: Bureau of Boating,
PA Fish Commission, P.O. Box 1673, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1673.
If your boat already has a capacity plate placed by the manufacturer, a Fish
Commission capacity plate is not required.
Spring 1990 Boat Pennsylvania
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Permits for Private Markers, Aids
The number of floats, ski ramps, slalom courses, aids, markers, and other floating
objects on Pennsylvania waters is increasing, but it is illegal to place these devices
until the Fish Commission authorizes their use and placement.
In accordance with current boating regulations, requests to establish private markers or aids on Commonwealth waterways by clubs, individuals, state agencies, municipalities and other groups must be made in writing on Form PFC-277. Written
requests must be made to the Commission.
Float permits(Form PFC-277) may be obtained by writing to: Fred Menke, Aidsto-Navigation Coordinator, P.O. Box 1673, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1673. The phone
number is 717-657-4540.

Boating and Water Safety
Awareness Courses

Today's Tow Vehicles
Make Trailering Easy

Dedicated to the sound conseriation
of our aquatic resources. the protection
and management of the states diversified fisheries, and the ideals of safe
boating and optimum boating opportunities.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Edward R. Miller, P.E..
Executive Director
Lawrence W. Hoffman.
Enecutiir Assistcmt
C. Bla %rich, Aquatic Resources
Planning Coordinator
Dennis T. Guise, Chic(Counsel
Robert B. Hesser. Environmental and
Technical Liaison
John Away, Division of
Environmental Services
Joseph A. GMCIIC, Legislative Liaison
Lois J. Mien, EXttlaile Secretary
COMPTROLLER
Ross A. Starner
BUREAU OF
ADMINISTRATIVE

The Fish Commission offers the following boating and water safety awareness
courses. These courses consist of in-water
training in small-boat safety, basic rescue
techniques and required safety equipment.
The courses are offered to anyone over 10
years of age interested in learning more
about small-craft safety.
May 24-27, 43rd Annual PA Capital
Region Chapter American Red Cross
Health & Safety Training Academy, Gettysburg College. (717) 257-1807.
June 6-7, Instructor's Course in cooperation with Carbon County Parks and
Recreation. (717) 657-4367.
June 9, Woodcock Creek Lake, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Crawford
County. (814) 763-4422.
June 16, Loyalhanna Lake, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Saltsburg, PA. (412)
639-9013.
June 21, 9 am to 4 pm, Blue Marsh
Lake, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Leesport, PA.(215) 376-6337.
June 23-24, Dauphin County Parks
and Recreation, Harrisburg. (717) 2551369.
June 30,8 am to 4 pm, Indiana County
Parks, Indiana, PA.(412) 463-8636.
July 10-11, 1 pm to 5 pm, Pottstown
Recreation Board.
July 14, Crooked Creek Lake, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Ford City, PA.
(412) 763-3161.
August 16, 9 am to 4 pm, Blue Marsh
Lake, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Leesport, PA.(215) 376-6337.
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Matching the right tow vehicle with an appropriate boat trailer is easier than ever,
say trailering and automotive industry
experts, because high-power, qualityperformance tow vehicles are widely available.
Today's market features a large selection
of tow vehicles. Sophisticated engineering
packages provide greater towing power,
superior maneuverability and improved
brake capacity.
Van conversions, 4 x 4s, light trucks,
most full-size cars and many midsize cars
come with engines that offer fuel economy
and greater horsepower, making them
choice tow vehicles. In fact, boat trailer
buyers often already own an ideal tow vehicle because larger cars are back in vogue
and vans and light trucks are enjoying a
popularity boom.
If you plan to tow with a Chevrolet vehicle, you can write for a copy of the
Chevrolet Trailering Guide: Chevrolet
Motor Division, Special Vehicles Department, 30007 Van Dyke Avenue, Room
246-06, Warren MI 48090. Ford owners
can write for a copy of Ford's RV and
Trailer Towing Guide: Ford Division, 300
Ren Cen, P.O. Box 43306, Detroit, MI
48243.
Chrysler towing information is available
from: Chrysler Corporation, P.O. Box
1718, Detroit, MI 48288. GMC owners
can write for a GMC Recreational and
Trailer Guide: GMC Truck General Motors Corporation, Customer Service Department, 31 Judson Street, Pontiac, MI
48058.

SERVICES
717-657-4522
Allison J. Mayhew. Director
Rafael Patz-Brao, ilysonnei
Glen Reed. Feder" Aid
Macy Stine, Fishing Licenses
BUREAU OF FISHERIES
814-359-5100
Delano Graff, Director
Vincent Mudrak, Division of Research
Richard A. Snyder, Division of
Fisheries Management
Dennis C. Ricker, avision of
Troia Production
Shyd Hood, Division of Wanntinter/
Coolwater Fish Prochiction
BUREAU OF PROPERTY
AND FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT
814-359-5100
James Young, RE., Difed01
James I. Waite. Division of
Construction & Maintenance Services
K. Ronald Weis. R.A.. Division of
Engineering & Technical Services
Eugene 0. Banker, RE., Division of
Property Services
BUREAU OF LAW
ENFORCEMENT
717-657-4542
Edward W Nlanhan, Director
BUREAU OF BOATING
717-657-4540
John Simmons. Director
Vino] Chambers. Division of Boating
Safety ti Education
Andrew Mutch, Division of Boat Registration
BUREAU OF EDUCATION
& INFORMATION
717-657-4518
Cheryl K. Riley, Director
Lany Shaffer, Publications
Stephen B. Ulsh. Education
Kimberly Mumper, Education
D3SC %If. Media Relations
Art Michaels, Magazines
Ted R. Wake, Graphic Design

Rainwear for Paddlers
by CliffJacobson

lowly it begins, first with a gentle rain
that lasts an hour. Then the storm
intensifies, ultimately erupting into a
blinding downpour driven by winds of 20
miles an hour. Given the opportunity,
you'd prefer to view the show with a cup
of hot chocolate in hand and a tightly
rigged fly overhead. But the rocky shoreline won't permit it. Map contours and
your own trip notes suggest that the next
flat spot in the road is a few miles ahead.

5

So for the next hour or so, you'll bear it
and keep on truckin'.
Clad in thoughtfully designed foulweather sailing gear, you're warm, dry and
in command. In the bow, it's a different
matter: The paddling cadence has slowed
and conversation is reduced to occasional
subtle complaints about the weather. At
this rate, you'll be lucky to make camp by
nightfall.
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that your teammate's expensive rain suit has failed, while
yours—a less costly brand—is working
perfectly. But as the weather worsens and
the chilling begins, your amusement turns
to concern, finally to fear. What began as
a good travelin' time is now a recipe for
hypothermia. You must put ashore now,
even it if means camping in an untenable
place.
If this scenario sounds familiar, you're
not alone. Few canoeists—including those
who regularly paddle unforgiving wilderness rivers—own rain gear that really
keeps the water out. Surprisingly, cost and
performance don't always go hand in
hand. Here's how to select a two-piece rain
suit that won't let you down.
Al first, you're amused

Fabrics, tailoring
Fabric price is a small part of the cost
of a rain garment. By far, the largest expense is tailoring—all those pockets, zippers, overflaps, double drawstrings, and
underarm zippers cost money. Granted,
bells and whistles do add utility, but not
enough to justify the slight performance
edge and inflated price. Think hard:
When was the last time you used more
than two pockets in your rain parka?
Frankly, the material used in top grade
discount store rain suits is more than adequate for most applications. Certainly, it's
not as light or colorful as the high-priced
spread, but it's nearly as waterproof. With
taped seams and good weather flaps, it'll
keep you dry when the chips are down.
Fact is, many arctic canoeists choose
medium-weight construction-grade rainwear for canoe trips in the barrenlands.
Sure it weighs more than coated taffeta,
but it's more reliable and much less expensive. If you're on a deadly serious budget
and can't afford high-tech stuff, look hard
at garments worn by construction workers
and foresters.
Gore-Tex: Early Gore-Tex rainwear
leaked unpredictably. Part of the problem
was the Gore-Tex substrate itself, which
failed when it became soiled. Then there
was the matter of bad tailoring—i.e.,
skimpy weather flaps over zippers and
pockets, and improper seam-sealing.
Now, improvements in substrate chemistry, machine-sealing of seams, and more
thoughtful tailoring has produced a reliable class of garments dubbed "Rainwear
Without Compromise." I've been testing
one of these parkas for the past two years
and it earns high marks.
Let me stress that no waterproof
garment—regardless of price—will last
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long if you wear it as an everyday wind
jacket. Use your rain gear only for its intended purpose and it won't fail you when
you need it.

Style
Most outdoor wear is sold to armchair
adventurers who confine their activities to
walking wood chip trails in state parks.
Catering to those of us who actually canoe
and camp in the backcountry is economic
suicide. Better to build designer clothes
that are marginally effective in foul
weather but look good at the All-Stars
game.
The result is that jackets become so
constrictive that you can't possibly fit long
johns, wool shirt, pile sweater, and trim
life vest beneath without cramping your
style. Try the aforementioned test on your
own rain parka. Are the arms (especially
the forearms) so tight that they cut circulation? Does your armpit grind against
pleated nylon with each paddle stroke you
take? Can you zip the garment—and still
breathe—while wearing all the cold
weather gear you'll need when the day
turns sour?
A larger size, you say? Okay, trade your
medium for a large, your large for extralarge. Now, the zipper closes. Plenty of
space, even in the arms. But wait! The
sleeves are a half-foot too long and there's
a three-inch gape at the neck. A chilling
breeze will drive ice balls right down your
throat. You'll have to do some major resewing to make this garment work. Better
stick to your regular size and forget about
layering anything underneath.
This, friends, is how it is in the outdoor
clothing industry today. There are exceptions—notably, foul-weather sailing
suits that are sized to fit over bulky
clothes, and everything whose applications
include winter. To this, add mid-priced
construction-grade outfits whose straight
arm/leg and two-pocket tailoring keeps
costs down.
It's not easy to find rainwear that fits
right and keeps you dry when the storm
changes direction. Here are the features I
look for in a two-piece rain suit.
• Size. Technically, you should not wear
anything over your life vest, but the short,
sporadic rains you often encounter when
canoeing demand a concession to reality.
Putting on and taking off a life jacket
every time you need to add or shed your
rain parka is an exercise in futility. Better
to size the garment large enough to fit over
your PFD. The larger size promotes better
ventilation, too, though you may have to

live with lengthy sleeves and a neck closure
that doesn't seal.
• Neck closure. Most neck closures work
fine when the hood is up. When it's not,
which is most of the time, a three-finger
gape allows rain to chill your Adams apple. The solution is to sew a Velcro security tap across the throat—a simple
remedy that has for years been the rule in
yachting wear.
• Weather flap. The best parkas have a
double weather flap over the zipper—a
great idea that's worth whatever it costs.
Lesser-built garments feature snap overflaps or widely spaced Velcro tabs—not
enough to keep out wildly blowing rain.
One remedy is to sew a full length Velcro
strip alongside the zipper. The idea is to
seal the weather flap hermetically so not
one molecule of water can slip through.
And don't forget to glue the seams
you sew.
• Pockets. Two covered pockets at the
hem are all you'll ever need. So why pay
for tailoring you won't use? For a lesson
in garment construction, check out the
best foul-weather sailing suits.
• Lining. A lining absorbs perspiration
and wicks it outward along the fibers of
the material. The result is that you feel
drier, especially on hot, muggy days when
you're working hard. Liners also add
warmth and durability to a garment. Unlined clothes are lighter, of course, but the
waterproof coating that stands between
you and the weather comes into continual
contact with your clothes. Whenever you
move, your rough wool shirt abrades a
light amount of waterproof chemical from
the inside of your rain gear. Eventually,
microscopic holes, enough to let water in,
develop. Despite their weight and bulk,
linings, or scrim coverings of some sort,
are worth their weight in gold.
• Dryline. Developed by the makers of
Gore-Tex, Dryline is a considerable advance in liner fabrics. The napped side,
closest to the user, is made from nonabsorbent polyester yarn that holds a large
amount of water. Vapor pressure pushes
skin moisture through the non-absorbent
layer to the absorbent side of the material
where it quickly dissipates through the
waterproof/breathable Gore-Tex outer
shell. I've been field-testing a Moonstone
Gore-Tex parka with Dryline liner for
three years now, and it exceeds all expectations. It's my guess that conventional rain
gear would also benefit from a Dryline
liner.
• Hem cord. A hem cord allows you to
snug the garment around your waist,

thereby sealing off the entry of water in a
capsize. Add secure wrist closures and a
tight-fitting throat strap, and the garment
doubles as a waterproof paddling shirt in
the event you take an unexpected swim.

Rain pants should be a
full size larger than you
think you need. The
waist should open wide
enough so that you can
accommodate bulky wool
trousers and a long pile
jacket inside.
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How to select rain pants
Get'em a full size larger than you think
you need. The waist should open wide
enough so you can accommodate bulky
wool trousers and a long pile jacket inside.
I usually replace the standard shock-cord
waist belt with parachute cord and a toggle. This arrangement is more secure and
it won't stretch when it gets wet or cold.
• Anlde dosures. Primitive man learned
long ago that water doesn't flow uphill. So
why restrict ventilation with a nonfunctional zipper or snap closure at the
ankle? Pant legs should be clown-like wide
and hang stove-pipe straight. They should
be cut so they "break" slightly over your
boot when you walk. The open ankle design pumps in fresh air when you walk
and the slight extra length keeps you dry
when you sit in the canoe.
Zippers are an abomination in rain
pants. If your legs are shorter than the
manufacturer's specifications, you won't

be able to shorten the pants unless you cut
through the zipper. Besides, zippers eventually fail, usually when you need them
most. A few hikes through swamp, logging slash, and recent burns will do more
to teach you about the stupidity of ankle
zippers than anything I say here.
Buy your rain pants on the long side
and then trim them flush with your ankle
bone. A 3/4-inch-wide strip of nylon twill
sewn to the inside hem of each pant leg
adds considerable durability.
• Seat patch. Lightweight rain pants are
built of fabrics that will withstand around
100 psi of water pressure—not enough for
those who sit for hours on a canoe seat.
Many foul-weather sailing suits have double knees and seats for this reason, and so
too should your lightweight canoeing gear.
It's easy to sew a butt-sized patch of nylon
on your rain pants. Again, be sure to tape
or glue what you sew. You'll be amazed at
how much drier you'll stay when you double the thickness of material at critical
places.
• Bibs. Bibs are great for sailing and construction work, but not for canoeing,
where you may need alternately to put on
and take off your rain pants several times
a day. Avoid bibs unless you're willing to
strip off your rain coat and PFD every
time you remove your rain pants.
• Color. Navy blue attracts bugs like you
wouldn't believe. Powder blue—and most
any other color—is fme.
• Hat. Hoods restrict visibility and they
snap around your neck in a wind. For this
reason, most serious canoeists prefer a waterproof hat, the best of which is still the
lobsterman's sou'wester. On cold days, I
wear a wool stocking cap under my
sou'wester. In moderate rain, my canvas
They hat is enough. I never wear the hood
on my rain parka.
In summary, rain gear should be large
enough so that it won't bind when you
layer warm clothes beneath. Factory taped
seams and zipper overflaps are a must.
The throat area must snug securely and
there should be a drawstring at the hem to
seal out water if you capsize. Excess(more
than two) pockets and underarm zippers
drive up costs without adding much utility.
Rain pants should have double seats and
knees, and the legs should be cut stovepipe straight, without confining zippers or
snaps at the ankles. Finally, the more often you wear a garment, the sooner it will
wear out. So save your rain clothes for
their intended purpose and use a breathable nylon shell for wind.

Courtesy
on the
Water
by Cheryl Kimerline
The waterfront explosion that has developed our once-natural
shorelines has spilled into our waterways. Marinas, boat houses,
ramps and docks are everywhere. The variety of conflicts once
limited to the highways involving pedestrians, bicycles,
motorcycles, cars and trucks has crept into our waterways. We
now have the same conflicts between fishermen, sailors,
powerboaters, paddlers and personal watercraft operators.
In the past, our waterways have been an escape to relax and
unwind. They have been places to get away from the common
daily pressures and fast paces. Today, our waterways seem overcrowded, under-regulated, and riddled with conflict, not just
involving boaters, but also shore fishermen, nature lovers and
landowners.
Boats are getting faster, louder, larger and fancier. There are
novelty craft on the water that resemble everything from tricycles
to automobiles. Who knows what is next? What happened to
those "good old days" when you could go boating for the
weekend and it was a busy day if you saw two or three other
boats on the water? Today, it seems that on a busy Saturday you
can almost walk across some lakes stepping from boat to boat.
How do people even have space to operate their boats?
Remember those days during the energy crisis when
powerboating was declared a dying sport because gasoline was
too expensive to purchase for recreational purposes? Gas
guzzlers on the water are today's reality.
Conflicts on the water are a common occurrence. Some of
these clashes are rules of the road violations and some involve
the courtesy we expect to receive just as we give to others.
Though problems have always been present, with more and
more people going to our waterways, conflicts have been
increasing and becoming more vocal.

Operating requirements
The U.S. Coast Guard developed rules of the road to provide
a safe flow of traffic. The owner or operator of any boat is
responsible for the safe operation of the boat and is liable for
any damage caused by the boat and its wake. Rules of the road
were designed to give the vessel with the less maneuverability the
right of way.
Unfortunately, this is never as simple as it sounds. Generally, a
manually propelled boat has the right of way over sail and
powered craft. Normally, a sailboat operating under sail has the
right of way over powerboats. When the sailboat uses an
auxiliary motor, it is considered a powerboat and no longer has

Boaters are often frustrated and angered by those who tie up
launch rumps. Prepare to launch and retrieve your boat—any
kind of boat—in rigging and derigging areas, or in a parking
space. Then quickly and efficiently launch or retrieve your boat.
This procedure minimizes ramp tie-ups even on the busiest days.
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the right of way. However, the overall prudential rule is that all
boat operators must do anything possible to prevent an accident.
Rules of the road are everyone's responsibility.
Many boaters are not familiar with operating requirements.
Some boaters recognize "no wake zones" when they see the
marking buoys. However, many others do not know the other
times when the boat must be operated at a slow, minimumheight-swell speed. These times include when operating a
boat within 100 feet of the shoreline, floats, docks, launch
ramps, swimmers, downed skiers or anchored, moored or
drifting boats.
The U.S. Coast Guard and the Fish Commission have rules
and regulations governing reckless and negligent operation that
defme unacceptable and unsafe boating activities. How many
boaters take the time to read the current Summary of Boating
Regulations mailed out with boat registration renewals?
Non-powered boats do not need to be registered, so most of
them do not receive a current law summary book. Yet, they still
have to follow the same boating laws as do all other boaters.
How many nonregistered boat owners ever request a copy of our
current laws? Very few, even though there are approximately
100,000 nonregistered boats in the Commonwealth.
Boat rentals are a large business in Pennsylvania. How many
of these first-time boat renters study boating before they go out
on the water? So who really knows what to do on the water?

Mandatory education
Many of our neighboring states have passed mandatory
education laws to ensure that boaters know the rules and
regulations. New Jersey, Maryland and New York have some
type of mandatory education requirement. Do you think boating
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education should be mandatory in Pennsylvania?
As a voluntary program, the Pennsylvania Fish Commission,
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, U.S. Power Squadrons and
American Red Cross all teach boating safety programs. In 1987,
a telephone survey of the Chilton Research Study revealed that
over 1.2 million people went boating in Pennsylvania in 1987.
How many of these boaters have taken a safe boating course to
learn required safety equipment and legal requirements?
Just because someone took a safe boating course, it doesn't
mean that he is actually going to respect the laws and boat
courteously. Look at all our highway drivers. When was the last
time you got upset when the car in front of you did not use
turn signals, was going 15 mph in a 55 mph zone, cut your car
off when it passed or threw beer cans out the window? Yet,
haven't all automobile drivers passed a driver's exam?
Courtesy
Courtesy goes hand in hand with rules of the road. Courtesy
and boating ethics are not something with which we were born.
It is an acquired skill that hopefully most of us will learn. How
many times do we hear people say, "teenagers today are not like
they used to be"? People today don't seem as responsible as
they used to be. When I grew up, I was taught that littering was
bad. It was one of those things you just didn't consider doing.
I like the Boy Scout slogan that you should take out more
than you took in. I've always taught students to take at least one
piece of litter with them from a waterway. However, littering
seems like a crude form of advertising. You cannot escape it.
Wherever you look, you see the signs of our "throw-away"
society.
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Boating courtesy, the-rules
of the road, and operating
requirements go hand in
hand. When you are on the
water, consider the rights
of others sharing the water with you.
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Those of us who have boated for years are spoiled. We
enjoyed the clean, natural, undeveloped areas. When we saw
other boaters, we were surprised. We actually waved and talked
to them to see who was sharing our hideaway. Today, thousands
of boaters share our once-sacred escapes. We try to avoid
personal contact and ignore the crowds. Boating is less personal
and with that change now seems to come without respect and
courtesy.
Boaters used to take care of one another. When a boater had
a problem, another pleasure boater would usually stop and
assist. If required, a boater would often tow the distressed boat
to shore. Today, we pay commercial companies large sums of
money to provide "towing insurance." It's a good thing we do
have commercial tow companies because the last time your boat
broke down and you needed assistance, how many pleasure
boats passed by before one stopped to see if you needed
assistance? If you received help immediately, you were lucky!
Our waterways are for everyone. When any one group starts
believing it has more rights than another, problems are going to
occur. Some waterways are becoming specialized. There are
sailing lakes, fishing lakes, skiing lakes, personal watercraft lakes
and many others. Everyone wants the waterway for a specific
use. As a result, there are conflicts everywhere on the water.

New conflicts
The most recent example of conflict is between the newest
type of boater (personal watercraft user) and the traditional
boater. Operating these personal watercraft is a thrilling "getwet" sport. It is the newer product on the market, so many
people have reservations about the sport. It is safe when
operating carefully and following the legal requirements.

The problem is that some of these personal watercraft users
do not consider themselves boaters. They do not understand the
rules of the road or ideas on boating courtesy. They must realize
that they have to follow the boating rules and regulations.just as
everyone else.
Because of some of their thrill-seeking stunts such as jumping
wakes and buzzing other boats, in some states, personal
watercraft have been banned or their use has been severely
restricted. Hopefully, they will learn to boat courteously and
regulate themselves before more restrictions have to be imposed.
When you are having fun out there on the water, consider the
rights of the other people sharing the water. Remember that our
waterways belong to everyone.

Improving the outlook
What can we do to improve boating for everyone? How can
we give people a more positive impression of our favorite
boating activity? We need to show others that only a small
percentage of boaters do not know or care about the laws,
safety or courtesy.
These boaters spoil our waters for everyone.

Noise
One of the most common complaints about powerboats is
noise. The dull drone or roar of motors often irritates
landowners, shore fishermen and operators of non-powered
boats. Motors are required by law to have a muffler, underwater
exhaust or other device that adequately suppresses the sound of
the craft. However, some boaters remove or adjust this device.
In Pennsylvania, automobiles have mandatory safety
inspections. Has any thought ever been given to require boat
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Personal watercraft are our newest kind of boating fun. But
personal watertraft operators must understand the rules of the
road and ideas on boating courtesy as do other boaters.

inspections? Courtesy examinations given by the U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary are voluntary. Should they be mandatory?
To reduce your motor's noise, approach and leave shore
slowly. Operating a powerboat at full speed makes a lot more
noise than at a slow speed. Concentrate your fast riding and
cruising away from shore.
Personal watercraft are thought to be noisier than other boats
because they often boat in the same area all day or very close to
shore. Vary your riding patterns to avoid this perception. Avoid
early morning riding near residential areas, especially on
weekends when there is a lot of boat traffic.
Noise is not neascary for speed. Your consideration of other
boaters can make a major difference in how boaters perceive one
another.
Do not crowd other boats on the water. Give everyone some
maneuvering space. Nothing is more irritating than having a
boat come within 20 feet of your boat to pass, especially when
the lake is not crowded. Jumping wakes and operating too close
is dangerous and annoying to other boaters. We have had several
serious accidents each year caused by various types of
powerboats jumping wakes, operating too close to larger vessels
and getting run over. Give everyone the operating space he
deserves.

Wakes
Boat wakes are also a common complaint. When operating
around small boats, show them some respect by passing behind
them so your wake doesn't interfere with their operation. Keep
your distance. Your wake may not seem large to your 25-foot
boat, but to a 12-foot flat-bottomed boat, it may look like a
tidal wave.
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At the last moment, powerboaters may spot a small
nonpowered boat and respectfully back their power down. Next
time you do that, turn around and look at that large wave
thrown when you slow up and plow through the water. That
small-boat operator, who you thought you were being nice too,
is now wide-eyed in terror as your boat's wake approaches.
Slow up before you get immediately beside a small boat, or
turn away at a 90-degree angle so your wake doesn't swamp the
boat. Pass behind small boats instead of in front of them.

Anglers
Some fishermen say they get no respect. In some cases, this is
certainly true. Boats anchored or drift-fishing have a 100-foot
no-wake zone around them that must be respected. Recreational
boats that are trolling (motoring) and fishing no longer have that
no-wake zone. However, be cautious of the fishing lines trailing
behind boats. Too often, boats cross close behind them and cut
off their fishing lines.
Shore fishermen complain that paddlers get tangled in their
lines or scare rising trout that they've worked so hard to get.
Stay clear of fishermen and their fishing lines. Remember that
you don't have to paddle up to every angler and ask how the
fishing is going. Give them the privacy they deserve.
On the other hand, shore fishermen need to give the river
paddler some respect. I've been shouted at and had things
thrown at me just because I was paddling down a river when
they were fishing. Rivers are for everyone.

Sailboats
Remember that sailboats generally have the right of way over
powerboaters because they operate using the wind for energy.
Give them plenty of space. Sailboats occasionally get in trouble
when the wind changes direction or becomes gusty. The breeze
they need to tack may not be there. The sailboat may be "in
irons" and not moving. I've operated a sailboat when the winds
died and had powerboats swoop by in what seemed like inches.
I've had boats slowly cross right in front of me, gawking at my

colored sails, not realizing I was moving at a very fast clip,
forcing me to turn sharply at the last moment to avoid running
into them.
Give sailboats and wind surfers some extra room to maneuver.
Sailboaters, in turn, must realize they don't own the lake. I've
operated powerboats where I felt like I couldn't operate my boat
anywhere because I was being used for target practice. By
respecting the rights of others, we should be able to avoid most
of these problems.

Water skiers
Water skiers and other boats occasionally have "family"
disagreements. All water skiers are not showoffs trying to spray
water on fishermen and other boaters. Not all of them try to
pass within inches of your boat.
On the other hand, not all boaters aim at water skiers. This
situation seems similar to reported cases of joggers and cyclists
run off the road by automobiles. Our waterways are for
everyone.
Litter is a growing problem in the outdoors. Take your trash
with you. Shore fishermen complain that they see empty beer
cans and lunch leftovers float downstream from paddlers.
Paddlers complain that shore fishermen leave styrofoam bait
containers, empty beer bottles and smoldering fires from the
night before. Everyone needs to protect the environment.

Conflict control
Our waterways need to be controlled to protect everyone's
interests. When you are having fun on the water, consider the
other people out there. The days when common sense and
courtesy ruled have been long forgotten. Although we hate being
over-regulated, this overcrowding and abuse warrants some type
of action. Boaters no longer seem able to regulate themselves.
What type of action is needed? Is it zoning areas, restricting
lake use or time schedules?
What's often forgotten is that once we start restricting one

Courtesy cannot be regulated, so we must learn to respect the
rights of others. Through peer pressure, safety education, tighter
restrictions and enforcement measures, we can make boating
more enjoyablefor everyone.
type of boater, it will put limits on everyone. Tighter controls
and enforcement seem to be the alternative.
So much emphasis is placed on our "right to use" our
waterways that we tend to forget our responsibilities. Those
responsibilities are to make sure our actions do not interfere with
others or create a danger to someone else.
Solutions to all problems cannot be found without
participation from users. They know what areas are best for
activities and they must be able to accept a fair compromise to
accommodate that activity.
Many boating clubs are already trying to regulate their sports.
Some clubs strictly impose safety regulations such as requiring
PFDs to be worn and prohibiting alcohol. During fishing
tournaments, some clubs disqualify members who violate
the law.
Voices of clubs speak louder than individual boaters. Peer
pressure on those who are abusing our system could help correct
the problem.
Courtesy cannot be regulated, so we must start respecting the
rights of others. Remember that only a small percentage of
boaters shows a lack of courtesy that ruins the opportunities for
all. Through peer pressure, safety education, tighter restrictions
and enforcement measures, we can make boating more enjoyable
for everyone.
Let's not give up hope on those "good old days" when
boating was a peaceful, enjoyable experience. Let's start
respecting one another's rights and putting pressure on those few
people who ruin boating for everyone. Boating is an enjoyable
adventure. Let's work together and keep it that way!
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