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The theme of the 34th annual National Safe Boating Week,celebrated June 2
through June 8, 1991, was"Know Before You Go." The Pennsylvania Fish
Commission is proud to continue its support of this national event. We hope
its message was received by the citizens of this Commonwealth.
In 1980 some 184,000 boats were registered in Pennsylvania. In 1990
some 286,000 boats were registered. This growth has created a need for
additional education efforts to permit the estimated two million Pennsylvania
boaters to enjoy their sport safely. Despite the huge increase in the number
of boats using our waters, the number of fatal boating accidents has been
declining. In 1989, 13 people lost their lives as a result of boating accidents.
Unfortunately, in 1990, 27 people died. This year we've recorded six deaths
through early May.
There are many reasons for boating accidents. Some people don't know
enough about boating safety and others simply ignore the rules. People
forget that it is as dangerous to drink while boating as it is to drink and drive
an automobile. Many boaters have never known why it is dangerous to
overload a boat or even what constitutes an overloaded boat. They speed.
They forget their life preservers or carry only worn-out cushions rather than
one of the new vest models.
Spectacular boat collisions receive the most media attention. More people
who are involved in boating accidents in Pennsylvania, however, are just out
fishing or floating lazily down their favorite streams. Boating accidents
occur because people find themselves in the water unexpectedly. Often, a
little preparation and attention to safety is all that would have been required
to prevent many tragic deaths in the past—and in the future.
In proclaiming National Safe Boating Week,President Bush urged boaters
to accept the responsibility to"Know Before You Go." Every boat operator
should know his craft inside and out. All boaters should know and obey the
rules and courtesies of navigation. They should be aware of the environment
in which they operate and the weather for the day on the water. Boats should
be equipped with proper safety equipment. Equipment should be of sufficient quantity, quality and type to meet the needs of the boaters and the
conditions under which the boat is operating and not just the minimum
needed to comply with the law. Safety should be the primary concern of all
boaters.
In proclaiming safe boating week in Pennsylvania, Governor Casey encouraged all boaters to make use of the many boating safety education courses
that are available. Public awareness of safe boating concepts is the key to
boating safety.
By emphasizing safety first, we can put tragic boating accidents behind us
and enjoy more fully the beauty and excitement of the open water. The
Bureau of Boating joins the President and Governor Casey in encouraging all
boaters to have a safe and enjoyable boating season. It is our hope that
someday we can become the first major state to say that no fatal boating
accidents occurred. With your help this can become a reality. Let's make
every week Safe Boating Week.
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Competitive Water Sports by John M. Cornish II
Many recreational water skiers would be formidable competitors if they entered water ski competitions. But their lack of understanding and fear of the
unknown hold them back. Sail through this explanation of the basic
events and rules. Is there a place for you in competitive water skiing?
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Nine Ways to Enjoy Your Paddling by Cliff Jacobson
Let an expert show you a few heads-up tips on how to increase your
safety and have more fun on the water

8

The Great Delaware Marathon by Frank T Dale
In 1933, Pennsylvania and New Jersey agencies concerned about the
Delaware River sponsored a canoe race. The competition was keener
than anyone expected

KIDS PAGE! by Cheryl Kimerline Hornung
Just imagine
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Replace Your Aluminum Boat's Transom by Gary Diamond
Follow this step-by-step procedure and save yourself a bundle on a
common problem of older aluminum boats
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Courtesy and Efficiency at the Launch Ramp by Art Michaels
If we all used these ideas, we could launch and retrieve more quickly
even at the most crowded accesses

21

Boat Insurance: Your Financial Life Preserver by Dan Owen
Insurance. The word alone scares most boat owners, but the author
guides you through the confusion

Water Skiing in the Keystone State by Heidi Milbrand
Looking for a bunch of good spots to have some fun?

22
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The cover
This issue's front cover,photographed by Tom
King,shows the fun we can have this summer.
Begin your trips using the launch ramp skills
outlined on page 21, and find a few new water
skiing spots in the article on page 26. To enjoy
your paddling more, see page 8, and to protect
your investment adequately, read the article on
insurance on page 22. For a remarkable bit of
history, on page 12 read the account of a canoe
race held in 1933 that surprised a lot of people.
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Almost everyone has seen or knows about the events of competition in traditional water skiing, which include slalom,trick and
jumping. These events are all done with skis. As the world of
water skiing expands, so do the areas of competition.
The early surfboards, aquaplanes, aquasleds and hydroslides
led the way to high-tech kneeboards,one ofthe newest crazes of
the competitive arena. Ski clubs that have traveled around performing great feats on the water now have the opportunity to compete
against other clubs in ski show competitions. Water skiing
competition has also entered the collegiate ranks in several universities
throughout the United States.
Many recreational skiers who take to the water every weekend would be formidable competitors if they traveled to one of
these events. Their lack of understanding and fear of the unknown
hold them back from venturing to one of these tournaments. Take
a look at the structure of some of these competitions that might
interest you. Check out the basic events and rules for barefooting,
lcneeboarding and show skiing,and review traditional three-event
water skiing.

Barefoot skiing
Sanctioned barefoot water skiing competitions consist of three
events: wake slalom,tricks and jumping. Wake slalom, referred
to as slalom, allows the skier to make two 15-second passes to
cross the boat wake as many times as possible. Sounds easy, but
the rules and the increasing level ofcompetition have created some
additional challenges. The skier must start in a designated area
called the box, which is identified by yellow and orange buoys
that are approximately 100 feet apart. The skier can cross the
boat wake on either one or two feet. A one-foot crossing is more
difficult and scores more points.
At regional or national competitions,a skier can get credit only
for one pass in the forward skiing position. To get credit for the
second pass the skier must ski in the backward barefoot position
on either one or two feet. Local tournaments offer the skier making
two forward passes 25 percent of the second pass. The scoring
for a two-foot crossing is .5 for both backward or forward and
any one foot crossing is worth one point. A crossing is considered
to be from the outside to the outside ofthe boat wake on a standard
75-foot tow rope as determined by the boat judges.

Barefoot tricks
Barefoot tricks are also done in two 15-second passes using
the box as a starting point. The skier has a choice ofrope length
and handles. Each pass is begun with a start trick that scores points
and is added to the points tallied by each trick done during the
timed pass. Skiers have a list oftricks to choose from with assigned
point values. The skier has to perform as many tricks as possible
as seen by the judges to score the highest total number of points.

Barefoot jumping
The barefootjumping event is probably the most exciting,and
to the unknowing, probably the most unbelievable and incomprehensible. Barefootjumping can easily be compared to water
skijumping. Both events are based on the distance the skier flies
from the jump to the point of impact. The skiers must also ski
away. Both events have a maximum speed and use a standard
rope length. Thejump ramps appear similar, but the barefoot ramp
is only four by 12 feet with a height of 18 inches at the top. The
barefooter approaches the ramp on bare feet at a maximum speed
of44 mph,lands, maintains barefoot skiing position and skis away.
Most skiers jump distances of 30 to 50 feet.
Summer 1991 Boat Pennsylvania
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Kneeboarding
Kneeboard competitions consist oftwo events with an optional third. The slalom
event is run on a standard water ski slalom course of six skier turn buoys and an
addition ofsix turn buoys 10 feet inside each ofthe standard buoys.The kneeboarders
get a maximum of four passes to make turns around either the inside or the outside
buoys scoring one or two points respectively for complete consecutive turns and
returning to the boat wake. As in water skiing, boat speeds are limited, rope lengths
are shortened and the boarder with the highest total number ofcomputed points wins.

Kneeboard tricks
Tricks in a kneeboard competition are similar to those of the barefooting tricks
event. The tricks are performed in two 20-second passes on a course with a starting
box. Each trick has an established value that is credited with the approval of the
judges. Values for the tricks begin at 20 points for a side slide to 850 points for a
wake,720,front-to-back turn. Tricks can be scored in either direction. Most ofthe
kneeboard tricks are developed from some type of turn to the right or left, on or off
the surface of the water or off of the wake. Several tricks are variations of somersaults, flips or rolls.
An optional event is the "flip-out." This event is won by the competitor who can
flip 10 times in the shortest amount of time.

Age divisions
A common structure within water skiing,barefooting and lcneeboarding is the different
age divisions for both sexes. In all three disciplines the divisions are similar with
junior boys,junior girls, girls, boys and three different age divisions of men and
women along with the open men's and women's groups. Some tournaments also
have novice competitions for each of the divisions except the open division.
Traditional water skiers compete in slalom, tricks and jumping. A slalom skier
must ski through a course of an entry gate, six skier turn buoys and an exit gate.
Shortened rope lengths and restricted speeds are factors that are considered when
determining which skier has made the most number of consecutive turns around the
buoys.
Two 20-second trick passes are performed on a course with a starting box. The
water skiers perform tricks that compile their totals from the slated values. Turns
on one or two skis in either direction are the basis for the tricks event. Variations of
surface turns or wake turns in addition to holding the handle in a regular fashion or
with one foot make the tricks more complex.
Ski jumpers strive for distance. The speed is set along with the rope length and
ramp height. Technique and skill, brought together and performed in the tournament
setting, are the critical elements.

Ski show competitions
Ski clubs can enter in ski show competitions. The competition is head to head,
one ski club against the others, to determine the performance of the best ski show.
Judges evaluate the clubs on the number and types of acts,the skiers' performances
and their presence. The crowd appeal ofeach act is a factor as well as the choreography
of the performances themselves and the transition to the following acts. Costuming,
music background and the announcer are all factors that add to the tabulation. Scoring
begins the instant the introduction starts, and ends when the last act is off the water
and the announcer says,"Thank you and goodbye."
There is a competition for every water skier who has an interest in matching skills
against others. Every competitor has to start somewhere. No one ever starts at the
top. Many skiers attend their first tourney just to watch. This is an understandable
practice, but nothing can compare to the experience of entering a competition.
Any skier who has an interest in competing should first read and understand the
rules ofthe competition. This makes that first experience much more enjoyable and
rewarding. Information and rules can be obtained from the American Water Ski
Association, 799 Overlook Drive, Winter Haven, FL 33884.
You'll never know just how good you are until"you put it out there on the water."
You might be very surprised to discover how much more of an accomplished skier
you are. See you on the water!
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Not everyone thinks that skills are more
important than things. Some paddlers
stubbornly believe that all you need to avoid
disaster is the right equipment. Regrettably,the whitewater rivers ofevery state are
littered with the bones of unfortunate canoeists who agree. Witness the story about
the couple who nearly drowned in a lake
when their expedition canoe sank while
surfing big waves,or the one about the man
whose canoe trip turned sour when he
capsized and lost all his food. Consider
some ways to ensure your safety and intensify your good time. Here in no particular order are some tricks of the trade.

Waterproof your gear
Better waterproof your equipment or
you'll have a mess on your hands if you
capsize. If money is no object, you can buy
all shapes and sizes of watertight bags. But
these units are pricey and their reliability
depends on how carefully you seal them.
Better to use the gear you own and adopt
the sandwich method of waterproofing.This
system is trustworthy, fast and easy to
operate,and it costs almost nothing. Here
is the procedure.
1. Insert the item to be waterproofed into
a fabric sack,which need not be waterproof.
2. Place this sack inside a watertight
plastic bag. Compress(give it a hug)the
plastic bag to exhaust some air, then twist,
roll over and seal the mouth of the bag with
a rubber band or loop of shock cord.
3. Set the unit inside an oversized fabric
sack, which need not be waterproof.
Note that the delicate plastic liner is
protected from abrasion on both sides by
a layer oftough material. Even if you own
expensive PVC-coated packsacks, you'll
want to sandwich-bag important items like
sleeping bag,clothes and first-aid gear.
Think also about waterproofing your
camera. Some paddlers rely on metal ammo
boxes, which are noisy to operate and
frequently unreliable. A better solution is
the World War II amphibias assault gas mask
bag. This canvas-covered rubber bag is
watertight and rugged, and just the right
size to accept a 35nun camera and telephoto
lens. Moreover,it opens and closes easily
simply by releasing three solid brass fasteners. You can strap the bag to your hip
on portages and have your camera available
when you need it.
You'll find gas mask bags on the shelves
ofsome military surplus stores,or get them
by mail(about$8.00)from Thrifty Outfitters,
309 Cedar Ave. South, Minneapolis, MN
55454.

Size a canoe paddle
You can't do good work without the right
tools. A paddle that's too long is awkward,
and one that is too short is plainly inefficient.
You don't determine paddle length by a
nose-to-toes or arm span measurement.
Overall length depends on the heightof your
canoe seat and whether you like to sit or
kneel(or do both) when you paddle. Here
are the rules for paddle selection.
1. Set your canoe in the water and climb
aboard (see figure 1).
2. Measure the distance from your chin
(height oftop grip)to the water. That's the
shaft length. To this add the length of the
blade(20 to 25 inches,depending on paddle
style). That's the correct paddle length for
you.Note that the overall length ofthe paddle
is in part programmed by the blade length.
To determine paddle length without a
canoe, stack up some books to equal the
height of your canoe seat. Now,sit down
and measure from the floor to your chin.
This is the correct shaft length if your canoe
rode on top of the water. Now decrease
the measured shaft length by an amount
equal to the expected draft of your canoe
(usually about three inches for the typical
touring boat). Bent paddles can be an inch
or two shorter; whitewater sticks may be
somewhat longer. Add an inch or two to
this measurement if you prefer to kneel in
your canoe. Sit-down paddlers should start
with the formula measurement.

Choose a comfortable PFD
A comfortable fit is everything! How
the vest feels on your body is every bit as
important as its performance in water. For
these reasons,it's best not to buy a personal
flotation device(PFD)by mail. Sizing,cut,
flexibility and utility vary widely from
manufacturer to manufacturer. Here's how
to test the fit of a PFD that catches your
fancy.
Ride-up: Grasp the jacket by the
shoulders and lift it upward until the fabric
jams under your armpits. This simulates
performance in water. Now turn your head
right and left. You should be looking over
your shoulder,not at fabric-encased foam.
Does the V-neck ofthe vest crunch against
your chin? Ifso,keep shopping. PFDs that
force the chin up may have a more positive
righting moment than do those which don't,
but they hinder maneuverability in water—
exactly what you don't want when you have
to swim a rapid!
Buoyancy: The standard procedure for
floating rapids is to get on your back,feet
held high to prevent somersaulting in the
current. Use your feet and paddle to ward

offrocks. In this attitude,the flotation foam
on your chest is worthless. So reject any
PFD that has a skimpy or skeleton foam
back.
Arm function: Take a seat. This test
won't work while standing or kneeling.
Work your arms vigorously in a paddling
motion. Any vest that chafes under the
armpits will be intolerable to wear over the
long haul.
Flexibility: Hold your arms chest-high
and draw them smartly inward as far as
possible. Does the vest bunch up in front
and cramp arm motion? Ifso,keep looking.

A comfortable yoke
Canoes are most easily carried by one
person with the aid of a padded carrying
yoke (an extra-cost item). Most manufacturers install the yoke in a location
determined by aformula that is often subject
to some error. For example, the yoke on
one of my canoes was misplaced by four
inches, making the craft so tail-heavy that
it was impossible to carry.
The best way to balance a canoe is to try
it on your shoulders. I like just enough
weight in the tail so that the bow rises slowly
when the canoe is overhead. A canoe that
is bow-heavy is impossible to carry!
If you do a lot of portaging, you'll want
a wooden yoke,sized to the dimensions in
figure 2. There's a springiness and warmth
to wood that is matched by no other material.
If you are very broad-shouldered you'll like
the8 1/2-inch spacing(inside measurement)
of factory yoke pads, but if you're of average build,mount padsseven to 71/2inches
apart. Drill some holes in the bottom of
the wooden yoke blocks so that water,which
gets into the foam(when you capsize), will
drain out. Commercial yoke pads don't have
drain holes,so moisture becomes trapped
in the pads and causes the wood blocks to
rot.
Use two bolts per side to secure the yoke
to the canoe gunwales. Single-bolted yokes
(the factory norm)frequently split at the
endsfrom the torque ofcarrying the canoe.

Customize your canoe
Most canoes aren't right as they come
from the factory. You may need to install
a carrying yoke, raise or lower seats to a
comfortable height, and add knee pads or
foot braces. Here's how to fine-tune the
performance of your canoe.
Knee pads. Cut a closed-cell foam trail
mattress into 10-inch squares and glue(I
prefer Weldwood or waterproof contact
cement)two squares together to form each
knee pad. Shape the edges ofthe foam with
Summer 1991 Boat Pennsylvania
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a disk sander and then lightly blow-torch
the edges for a smooth custom look.
Foot braces. Better to fiberglass rails
into the hull as illustrated in figure 3,than
to pop-rivet through and weaken the
sidewalls. A telescoping aluminum channel
provides a wide latitude of adjustment.
Shock cords. The best place to store
maps, wet socks and oddities in your canoe
is under loops ofshock cord strung through
the thwarts. Shock-corded items stay put
in winds and on portages, and usually remain with the canoe in an upset.
Shock-cord the decks,too! Bow and stem
lines should be coiled and stuffed under the
deck cords when they're not in use. Never
leave lines loose in a canoe: They could
wind around your arms or legs if you
overturn in a lively current.
Lining holes. Tosea-faring folk,any rope
used aboard ship is a line. To canoeists,
lines are specialized ropes used for hauling
a canoe around rocks,logs and waterfalls.
In canoe parlance,lining implies downstream
work, whereas tracking indicates the opposite. In either case,the ropes used must
be strong, non-slippery,snag-resistant and
relatively elastic,and they should measure
at least a quarter-inch in diameter for easy
handling.
Deck-mounted rings oreyes are generally
worthless for lining because they place the
pulling force of the lines too high above
the mass ofthe canoe. If you pull hard on
a deck-secured rope while working a canoe
through a tricky current, you'll upset it for
sure. Get the force closer to the waterline
(lower on the mass) and you'll have no
trouble at all.
For this reason,some canoe books insist
that you abandon deck-mounted rings when
lining and instead rig a towing harness
around the hull(to pull right from the keelline). But it's easier simply to install lining
rings,or drill holes, where they belong midway down the stem of the canoe.
You can buy fancy brass lining rings or
simply bore a hole through the stems
(extreme ends)of the canoe a few inches
above cut water. Drill the hole large enough
to accept a length of half-inch-diameter
plastic water pipe. Glue the pipe in place
with quick-setting epoxy,chamfer the edges
with a pipe reamer and then spray paint to
match the hull. The pipe prevents water
from leaking into the canoe when the ends
plunge deep in rough water.
Sponge. Tie a few loops ofshock cord
around the frame of each seat and store a
sponge inside the loops. Now your sponge
is secure if you capsize.
Cut glare on aluminum canoes. Paint
10
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the deck plates ofaluminum canoes flat black
to reduce glare. The paint will stick better if you first prime the aluminum with
vinegar. Allow the vinegar to etch the metal
for several hours before you paint.

Day trip essential gear
It's amazing how many day trips begin
in sunlight and end in rain. This checklist
ofessential gear will keep you out oftrouble
if the day turns sour.
'Life jacket and extra paddle.
'Complete change of clothes in a waterproof bag.
"Warm shirt and wind shell.
'Hat with brim.
'Sunglasses
'Rain gear(even if it doesn'tlook like rain).
'First-aid kit: include aspirin, antacid and
Ace bandage.
'Matches,candle, chemical fire-starters.
'Lines(ropes)for the ends of your canoe.
'Water bottle, soft drinks, snacks.
'Flashlight: It's amazing how many trips
begin in daylight and end in darkness.
•Map of route and compass.
'Sunscreen and insect repellent.
'Toilet paper, Zip-lock bags.
When children are along on the trip, add
these items:
-Air mattress or foam pad on which to sit
and nap while in the canoe.
"Plastic poncho(cut down)and brimmed
plastic hat for rain.
"Favorite toy or stuffed animal.
'Windproofjacket and hooded sweatshirt.
'Miniature canoe paddle (kids love to
paddle!).
"Rubber galoshes (wear over sneakers;
remove in canoe).

The backferry
Every spring the papers feature stories
about canoeists who inadvertently paddled
over a dam or were drowned when their
canoe was trapped in the branches of a
downed tree. In every case, the paddlers
were careful to avoid these dangers. Their
problem was that they didn't know how to
paddle! If I could teach just one thing to
river canoeists, it would be the backferry.
With it you can avoid every danger on the
river.
Scenario: Drifting down a quick-moving
river, you spot a Volkswagen-sized boulder a canoe length ahead. If you try to steer
around the obstacle, you'll turn broadside
and crash into it. Steering is for still water! Right now,you need a maneuver that
will move the canoe sideways without allowing it to slip downstream. You need a
backferry (see figure 4).

Begin the backferry by turning the canoe about30degrees away from the direction
you want to go. For example,to ferry right,
turn the canoe to the left. To ferry left,turn
right. Hold this angle to the current and
bacicpaddle. This moves the canoe sideways
across the river. Use the backferry as a matter
ofcourse when landing in strong currents
and whenever you need to get ashore quickly.

Rough seas
Running downwind on the crest of high
waves is exhilarating but not always safe.
The dangercomes when the sea takes control
and you begin to surf. Fortunately,canoes
don'tsurf very wellfor very long. Invariably,
the wave and the scary ride it produces
quickly pass. It's when a rocky shoreline
looms ahead that you need to act fast. Here's
how to save the day.
First, pour on the coal, which is often
enough to set you free. Failing this, bring
the canoe to full speed and then turn sharply
into the wave(broadside it!). Brace hard
on your paddle as the boat comes around
and lean downwind! Don't be surprised
if you take on some water.
Some authorities suggest that you lighten
the stern in a following sea to prevent waves
from swamping the canoe at the tail. Do
this and you'll lose control in a heavy sea.
It's better to run dead level and keep
paddling.In really high waves,both peddlers
should move closer to the middle of the
canoe. Canoes are designed to run level,
so don't move the stern paddler forward
without moving the bow person back!
Paddling upwind is much safer than going
downwind. To keep the bow from burying
in big waves, lighten both ends. Paddle
straight into the waves. Don't quarter them
at an angle as recommended in most canoeing texts. Fact is,it takes an experienced
team to maintain a quartering angle in a
rough sea. The penalty for broaching is a
capsize!

Paddling alone
Just remember that canoes will weathervane, and move forward or aft until you,
not the wind, are in control. Be aware,
however,that the farther you getfrom the
center of the craft, the less control you'll
enjoy. The best practice is to assume a central
position in the canoe and rely on good
paddling technique.
Never canoe alone from a position on
the stern seat: it's akin to paddling a sevenfoot canoe with a 10-foot overhang. The
slightest puff of wind and over you'll go.
Soloists should always be located within
two feet ofthe geometric center ofthe canoe.

In calm water, it's permissible to sit on the front seat, facing backwards. CD

Figure 1

'W Foam

CHIN LEVEL

\

sZ2:10
0

\
2"

1
•
„

•
2."

SHAFT
LENGTH

ef,

"14

\

Wood clamps for quick removal.., or bolt to gunwale

Figure 2

A

Make the yoke from hardwood. Stretch fabric across the
foam and fasten it with staples to a 4-inch-by-8-inch wood
block. Drill drainage holes in the wood block.
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There are many ways
to build a foot brace.
This one offers a wide
range offorward and aft
movement,and it won't
weaken the hull. This
foot brace can be removed easily.
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Back-ferry to safety.
The small arrows show
the direction of paddle
strokes.
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By 1933, the Delaware River had become a running sewer. It
was a dump for every chemical plant and paper mill on its
banks, a cesspool for every toilet in its valley. Spawning
sturgeon and shad found its polluted waters impenetrable.
Agencies concerned about such things, Pennsylvania's
Department of Forest and Waters, and New Jersey's Fish and
Game Commission,joined forces to call the public's attention
to the sad condition of the river. A well-publicized canoe
marathon,drawing large numbers of spectators, might do the
trick, they decided. The cooperation of local canoe clubs and
the American Canoe Association was sought and enthusiastically given. They scheduled the marathon for Saturday,
October 7, 1933.

Any team that got into trouble and required assistance would
be disqualified.
Canoe clubs rushed to register, anxious to take part in this,
the last competition of the season. The Cacawa Canoe Club of
Philadelphia entered its three top marathon teams: Stanley
Cimokowski and Frank Frick, Albert Bauer and Fletcher
Holland, Fred Wilke and John Haab. The Knickerbocker Club
from New York City entered its big guns: Mr. and Mrs. Leo
Polt, and Bill Gaehler and Mary Griffith. The Poits were fresh
from a marathon victory in the St. Lawrence River. The
Gaehler team had been in the same event and had finished near
the front. John Mulcahy and Ray Pidcock of the Mohawk

Members of
Easton's
Riverside Canoe
Club in the early
1930s. William
Jackson (fifth
from right,
holding white
flag)
participated in
the Great Canoe
Marathon of
1933.

The race was to start at sunrise, 6:01 a.m., at the WeygadtRiverside Canoe Club,just upriver from Easton at an area now
called Eddyside. The event would end at 5:33 p.m., at which
time rockets would be shot into the air. There would be two
categories of teams: all male and mixed gender. The team
from each category that traveled the greatest distance in this
time would be declared the winner.
The rules were simple enough. Canoes would be made of
the usual canvas and could be no more than 18 feet long. Each
canoe would have a team of two. One portage was mandatory:
At New Hope,all canoes would go to the Pennsylvania shore
and enter the canal there. The canoeists would then paddle
downriver on the canal until they bypassed the wing dams and
Wells Falls. Teams could make other portages if they wished.
12
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Canoe Club made up the oldest team in the event with a
combined age of 104.
Closer to home,Easton's Riverside Canoe Club sent several
teams: Clyde Hester and Billy Jackson, Edwin "Stemmy"
Stem and Norm Wolfinger, and Earle McMillan and his wife,
Virginia.
A large number of unaffiliated amateur teams, many put
together at the last minute, also registered for the contest. Joe
McQuillan, an instructor at Haverford College, entered the
race. His partner, a policeman, was Jack Painter. Homer
Hicks and partner Albert Lowe of Warren decided at the
eleventh hour to take a shot at it. Hicks, an iceman, almost
had to work that day. A tall, bespectacled kid from
Frenchtown, Howard Cooley,joined with Richard Bunch to

illustrations. George Lavanish

photofurnished by Virginia Jackson

BY FRANK T. Ma

make up the youngest pair in the rivalry; their combined age
was 35. A Lafayette College student, Dick Stanhope, signed
up with a Jersey friend. The night before the race the friend
backed out and Stanhope, in desperation, took on as a replacement Rita Back,an Easton schoolgirl. They were never in a
canoe together until the day of the race. By marathon morning,94 teams had registered for the event.
—1
Before dawn on Saturday, the canoes were in the water, an
uneven line of them reaching to the far shore. The predawn
weather was chilly but a warm,sunny day was forecast. The
last game of a closely fought World Series between the New
York Giants and the Washington Senators was to be played this
day, also. Hence, the weather gods had good reason to be
kind.
Crowds stood two and three deep on the river bridges at
Easton, and more lined the dark river banks. At the starter's
signal, the canoes were off in a flurry of paddles, converging
almost immediately on the rapids at Getters Island. There
wasn't enough open channel there for all 94 craft at once, and
some got stuck or cut off and had to wait. When they all

Canoeists Fred Wilke and John Haab,Jr., pass
through the inlet lock at New Hope on the long,
sinewy route covered by the racing paddlers.
Wilke and Haabfinished third.
finally got through this bottleneck, the flotilla had stretched
out considerably. Below Scott's Park, a sharp bend in the river
took the contestants from view. Immediately, a second
competition began as people ran for their cars to start the mad
sprint downriver.
For these motorists, the next stop was at Hoffman's Crossing
at Raubsville, where a high bank and straight run of the river
offered good viewing. Almost as quickly as the fans shouldered into position at the river's edge,the first canoe appeared
through the mist. It was boat Number 9, manned by Stanley
Cimokowski and Frank Frick, of Philadelphia's Cacawa Club.
Each was kneeling on one knee in the prescribed marathon
position. They had covered the seven miles from the starting
point in just 52 minutes.
Summer 1991 Boat Pennsylvania
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Fred Wilke and John Haab,another Cacawa team, were in
second place. Behind them in third position was a New York
pair, Ernie Reidell and Les Krupa, but they were contending
desperately with another PhiIly crew, Albert Bauer and
Fletcher Holland.
Back in the pack, another battle was taking place. The two
mixed couples, the Polts, and Gaehler and Griffith, were
struggling with each other for the lead in their category.
Friendly long-time rivals, they were exchanging taunts and
recriminations. Dick Stanhope and Rita Back, still getting
used to each other, were well in the rear. The Riverside Canoe
Club's Hester-Jackson and Stem-Wolfinger were among the
leaders.
In the Raubsville area the first mishaps took place. A large
rock, barely submerged,snared a canoe,crew unidentified, and
held it fast. The paddlers, attempting to free their craft, tore a
big hole in its canvas bottom and could not continue. And just
downriver, a patrol boat operated by Charles Melberger burst
into flames and had to be beached.
The next river bridge, at Upper Black Eddy, was under
repair and workers blew the steam whistle to announce the
arrival of the racers. Carloads of spectators, attempting to
follow the match, were stymied by the closed span. Local
police and state troopers on duty for river rescue got busy
instead, unsnarling the traffic jam.
The bridge at Uhlerstown was packed with pedestrian fans.
A troop of Boy Scouts was here, too, attempting to record the
positions of the canoes. A bevy of local beauties tossed
confetti on their favorites, Cooley and Bunch. Somebody also
tossed them lunch—the teenagers had forgotten to bring any.
The front runners in the marathon as recorded by the Scouts
were Cimokowski and Frick,followed a minute later by Wilke
and Haab. Bauer and Holland had made it to the third spot.
The Cacawa Club had a lock on the lead but they were fighting
the clock. It was only 8 a.m. In the first two hours of the race
they had come 21 miles.
While these hard-driving young pros were forging ahead,
those in the rear were running their own race. The competition
between the Polts and Gaehler-Griffith was still intense, first
one canoe taking the lead, then the other. They were too busy
to notice Dick Stanhope and Rita Back closing in. For a while,
the Hick-Lowe duo paddled side by side with the silver-haired
old-timers, Mulcahy and Pidcock—then the oldsters moved
ahead. McQuillan of Haverford and his mate,Painter, were
still strong.
By now the river's mist had dissipated, revealing the green
and gold hills on either side. As the sun climbed higher, the
temperature rose. It was becoming a typical Indian summer
day. Twenty-one-year-old Edwin "Stemmy" Stem felt the heat
of the sun on his head and before the day ended his scalp
would be badly burned. Within weeks he would be bald. At
Lumberville, a canoe went over the wing dam and capsized, its
occupants grateful for the warmth as they waded ashore. At
the New Hope portage, teams were waiting their turns to put in
to the canal. A Jersey crew carried its craft to the head of the
line and launched it, gaining several places the easy way.
Below New Hope, Homer Hicks finally caught up with
Mulcahy and Pidcock. The seniors were having lunch ashore,
a fire heating water for tea. They waved.
At Scudders Falls, most crews located the chute between the
14
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wing dams and proceeded through, unscathed, but one team
missed the opening and took flight over the concrete obstruction. Their canoe broke in half on impact but they crawled
ashore, embarrassed but unharmed.
Officials had estimated that no one would get below Trenton
in the allotted time. The city was about 60 miles from the
starting point, an outstanding day's canoeing, and there was a
formidable rapids here. At one that afternoon, marathon
judges, relaxing on the Delaware bridge, were astounded to see
a lone canoe threading its way through these rapids. It was
Cimokowski and Frick, their kneeling position unchanged,
paddle strokes deep and regular. They had four more hours of
race time.
Powerboats from the Trenton Yacht Club were commandeered, and excited judges, realizing they had made a colossal
blunder, hurried downriver. Soon,two more canoes appeared;
Holland and Bauer had moved into second place. Wilke and
Haab were hanging on in third. It was the Philadelphian's day,
indeed.
Behind them, however, were many battlers who would not
be counted out. But unfortunately, nature was about to deliver
a cruel blow. As the marathoners passed through the Trenton
rapids, they entered tidewater—and the tide was coming in.
The Philly supermen detected it first, of course, and their
aching bodies rebelled. The three canoes accordioned together
and slowed perceptibly. For some in the group following, this
was the end. Already crippled from exhaustion, they headed
for shore rather than struggle against this unexpected obstacle.
But about 36 of the original crews persevered. Iceman Hicks
and partner suffered yet another shock as Mulcahy and
Pidcock moved past them.
When the Polts and the Gaehler-Griffith teams reached
tidewater, they were already worn out from their personal duel,
and the incoming current was more than they could handle.
The Gaehler craft went dead in the water, the Polts struggled
feebly ahead. But Stanhope and Back pressed forward, fresher
for having maintained a more measured pace, and soon passed
Gaehler-Griffith. As they closed on the Polts, Rita Back could
hear Mary Griffith shouting encouragement to her. They
passed the fading New Yorkers.
When the sunset rockets were fired, the survivors paddled to
the nearest shore. Stanley Cimokowski and Frank Frick made
it to the Philadelphia city limits, 86 miles from the starting
point. They both had to be lifted from their canoe. Bauer and
Holland took second place, Wilke and Haab a close third.
Dick Stanhope and Rita Back took first place in the mixed
category.
Hicks and Lowe finished behind Mulcahy and Pidcock. The
sunburned "Stemmy" and Wolfinger made it to the end, as did
Easton's Clyde Hester and Billy Jackson. The youngsters,
Cooley and Bunch,finished in a respectable 26th spot.
McQuillan and Painter finished 34th, but made it all the way to
Bristol, a distance of 75 miles. They were the last of the
finishers.
At the ceremonies at the Trenton Yacht Club that evening,
all the finishers were given medals by the American Canoe
Association. The Cimokowski team was awarded a silver cup,
as was the Stanhope-Back crew. Rita also won a pair of silk
stockings. Mercifully,for Bill Gaehler, Mary Griffith and the
Polts, the day wasn't a total washout—their New York
Giants won the World Series.

or

II! 1111411111111111111111111111111111111M11111}111111111111111)

Kips

GE!Ilium :

^

Just Imagine

by Cheryl Kimerline Hornung

Now is the time for those summer dreams.
Dreams of rafting down a whitewater river, jet skiing
across rough water, canoeing on a wilderness
stream or water skiing on a calm lake dance through
your head. Which boating adventures are you
looking forward to this summer?
Look at the drawings below and use your imagination and boating knowledge to name the boating
term or phrase illustrated.
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Replace Your Aluminum

Boat's Transom
by Gary Diamond
Most aluminum boats have marine
plywood transoms. The wood has
both the thickness and structural
integrity to support the weight of an
outboard motor with little or no
additional bracing at the transom.
However, because all forms of wood
eventually succumb to the elements,
the transom of your boat will probably need replacement after 15 to 20
years of use.
There is often no exterior sign of
transom deterioration. The wood
usually rots from the inside, as if
termites were eating it away. Therefore, it's a good idea to check the
condition of the wood frequently for
signs of decay. If the transom needs
replacement, you can do so with a
few hand tools, a half sheet of 3/4inch-thick marine plywood and a few
hours of work.
The total cost of replacing the
transom of my 14-foot john boat was
less than $50 and required approximately six hours. The boat's new
transom will likely outlive the owner
of the boat. All I need to do now is
figure a way to restore my 1955
vintage outboard motor for the same
price.

Supplies

1

Remove the transom cap material. Be careful not to damage the sandwiched
aluminum portion ofthe transom.Ifrusted screws must be cut, use a sharp metalcutting chisel, keeping it parallel andfacing awayfrom the aluminum. Thin screws
can be cut with a hacksaw

2 After the wooden portion ofthe
transom has been removed, carefully
straighten any bent areas by gently
tapping with a hammer A larger
hammer can be used as a dolly block.

•one half sheet of4-foot-by-8-foot
3/4-inch-thick marine plywood.
•one quart polyurethane varnish.
•2-inch stainless steel bolts, nuts,
fender washers and lock washers.
•one large tube of clear silicon
rubber cement.
•one six-foot aluminum angle.
• 12 size 8 x 1 stainless steel wood
screws.
The tools you need are a jig saw,
electric drill, drill bits, caulking gun,
hammer, wrench set, small chisel, one
2-inch paint brush and a wood rasp.
16
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3 Lay the old transom on the sheet of
marine plywood and trace an exact
duplicate. Do not drill or cut the new
transom until you double-check all
measurements.

A standard rip saw can be used to make most ofthe cuts, but be sure to use a
fine-toothed blade to prevent excessive splintering.

6 The edges
can then be
smoothed using
a coursefile or
combination
wood rasp.
Heavy leather
work gloves
help prevent
injuryfrom
splinters.

5 A jig saw with a course wood blade makes short work ofthe curved areas.

7 Apply at leastfour coats of
polyurethane varnish to both sides of
the transom,allowing each coat
sufficient drying time before applying
the next. Fast-drying urethane is
usually the best productfor marine use
because it's thin, penetrating deeper
into the wood.

8

When installing the new transom,squirt a
small amount ofsilicon rubber cement into each
bolt hole before inserting the bolt. Not only does
this prevent leakage around the bolt, but the
cement also affords additional protection to the
wood. Tighten all bolts beginning at the center of
the transom, working your way toward the outer
edges. When they're all tightened, repeat the
procedure, making sure all washers arefirmly
seated against the plywood.

9 Be sure to install a sheet
ofI18-inch-thick aluminum on
the inside portion ofthe
transom where the motor
clamps to the hull.

photos by the author

10 A transom cap constructed oftwo strips ofaluminum angle is
held in place with stainless steel wood screws, preventing damage to
the woodfrom the weight and vibration ofthe outboard.
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Award for River Cleanup

in

Bureau of Boating
Public Courses

Kittatinny Canoes was honored for its
river cleanup by Pennsylvania's first lady
Ellen Casey. She presented the first place
award in the"Take Pride in Pennsylvania"
program sponsored by the state Department
ofEnvironmental Resources to Kittatinny
Canoes on December 12, 1990. In addition, Kittatinny's "On and Under the
Delaware River Cleanup" was among the
top 10 finalists in the national Andrew H.
Davison Public Lands Day Award program.
Kittatinny was cited in the business/
corporations category for organizing and
leading volunteer groupsofcanoeists,rafters,
snorkelers,scuba divers, waders, walkers
and swimmers on a 53-mile,three-day,threestate river cleanup in July of last year.
Specifically targeting hard-to-reach underwater litter, 183 volunteers and 30
Kittatinny staffers donated approximately
2,129 hours collecting more than eight tons
ofrefuse. Volunteers were provided all river
equipment; a cleanup, river, and safety
orientation; and camping at no charge.
Plans for a second river cleanup during
the summer of 1991 are currently underway.
Kittatinny actively solicits individuals,
scouts, environmental groups and associations, service clubs and organizations
as well as governmental participation.—
NationalAssociation ofCanoe Liveries and
Ouitters.

Here's a list of Fish Commission boating courses open to the public.
July 6. Pine Grove Furnace State Park,
Boating and Water Safety Awareness.(717)
486-7174.
July 12,13.Francis Slocum State Park,
Boating and Water Safety Awareness.(717)
696-3524.
July 20. Little Buffalo State Park,
Boating and Water Safety Awareness.(717)
567-9255.
July 25. U.S.Army Corps ofEngineers,
Blue Marsh Lake,Boating and Water Safety
Awareness.(215)376-6337.
August 1 or 2. Hills Creek State Park,
Boating and Water Safety Awareness.(717)
724-4246.
August 8. Maurice K. Goddard State
Park,Boating and Water Safety Awareness.
(412)253-4833
August 9,10. Canoe Creek State Park,
Boating and Water Safety Awareness.(814)
695-6807.
August 15. U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Blue Marsh Lake, Boating and
Water Safety Awareness.(215)376-6337.
August 16,17. Towamencin Township
(near Norristown),Boating and Water Safety
Awareness.(215)368-7602.

Free Safety
Inspection Guide

Private Buoys, Markers,
Aids, Structures

Many boat fires caused by electrical
system failure can be prevented, according to Boat Owners Association of The
United States (BOAT/U.S.), a national
organization of more than 380,000 recreational boat owners. The organization's
Damage Avoidance Program has produced
a Self-Inspection Guidefor 12-Volt ElectricalSystems to help boat owners identify
and correct potential trouble spots.
The fact-filled pamphlet contains a
comprehensive checklist on the proper
installation, regular inspection and routine
maintenance of boat electrical systems.
For a free copy, contact: BOAT/U.S.
Marine Insurance,Box 1,880 South Pickett
Street,Alexandria,VA 22304. Phone:(800)
678-6467.

Individuals are placing increasingly more
floats, ski ramps, slalom courses, aids,
markers and other floating objects on
Pennsylvania waters. It's illegal to place
these devices unless the Fish Commission
authorizes their use and placement.
Current boating regulations require that
requests to place private markers or aids
on Commonwealth waters by clubs, individuals,state agencies and other groups be
made in writing to the Fish Commission
on Form PFC-277.
Float permits(Form PFC-277) may be
obtained by writing to: Fred Menke,Aidsto-Navigation Coordinator,P.O.Box 1673,
Harrisburg,PA 17105-1673. Phone:(717)
657-4540.

IMP
Picking Your PFD

River Canoeing Poster

Everyone knows that wearing the proper PFD(personal flotation device)is essential for boating safely. Three out of four drowning victims did not wear their PFDs,
also called lifejackets.
Many people don't bother with a PFD. "It's too hot," "It's too uncomfortable,"
"I'm sure I won't fall overboard,""This is a small boat,""I've been boating for years,
I don't need one now,""I'm not far from shore," etc.
These excusesjust don't hold water. Most drownings occur 10 to 30feetfrom safety,
and almost three out of four victims are from boats less than 17 feet in length. Half
the boats they were in were not moving and 80 percent of all boating fatalities occur
in small waters such as rivers, lakes, creeks and ponds—not in bays or oceans.
Most importantly, a PFD does not have to be uncomfortable. A properly fitting
lifejacket not only can save your life, but can be stylish and pleasant to wear.
A PFD is designed to keep your head above water and to help you remain in a position that permits proper breathing. An average adult needs artificial buoyancy of
only seven to 12 pounds to remain afloat, and virtually all PFDs provide this amount
of flotation.
Of course,the key phrase in "personal flotation device" is the word personal. It's
yours. Your lifejacket should be for you alone, with your fit and comfort in mind. If
your PFD feels good on,and suits the type of boating you'll be doing, you're much
more likely to wear it, and you have a much greater chance to avoid tragic consequences
if you capsize or fall overboard.
So what should you look for in a PFD? When you go to your local sporting goods
store or marine dealer,be sure to wear the type ofclothing that you'll be wearing when
you go boating. This way, you won't have to try to fit your PFD around a bulky jacket
if you bought it in the summer while wearing a sports shirt.
First off, there are several types of PFDs to choose from. Type I offshore jackets
are for extended survival in rough,open water. Type II near-shore life vests are"classic"
PFDs that come in different sizes for calm inland water. Type III flotation aids are
comfortable, with styles and sizes for different boating activities and sports. They
are for use in calm water where there's a good chance offast rescue. Type IV throwable
devices include boat cushions, ring buoys and horseshoe buoys. They aren't meant
to be worn, and should be supplemented with a wearable PFD.Type V special-use
PFDs include work vests, deck suits and hybrid/inflatable vests.
To meet U.S.Coast Guard requirements, you must have the proper type and number
of PFDs aboard. For boats 16 feet and over, you must have one of types I, II, III, or
V for each person aboard, plus one type IV throwable device. For boats under 16
feet, you must have one type of wearable or throwable PFD for each person aboard.
Be sure to look for the U.S. Coast Guard-approved label on the inside ofeach PFD
you consider for purchase. Then try it on. Is it comfortable? Does it feel good as
you stretch your arms up and forward? What kind of boating will you do in it? Will
you participate in any type of water sports?
How about the buckles and straps? Are they in good, workable order, or do you
have to struggle to fasten them? If you are able to put on your PFD quickly and easily,
you'll be a lot more likely to wear it.
And think,too,about styling. If the PFD comes in several colors and models, with
or without graphic designs, will you enjoy wearing a hot-purple vest rather than a
standard orange one? As long as the PFD can do its job, the choice is yours. Many
manufacturers make fashion vests that help make safety fun.
When you've made your decision on which PFD to purchase, be sure that you give
it a chance to air-dry thoroughly after each wearing. Check your lifejacket often for
mildew,leaks,insecure straps,or hardening ofthe flotation material. Don't pile anything
heavy on top of your PFD,or let it come in contact with oil or grease—this can cause
some materials to disintegrate and lose buoyancy.
Remember,it's a personal flotation device. It's yours. And it's your life it can save.
Think safety and wear your PFD. It won't work if you don't wear it!—Susan Stewart

The Fish Commission has produced a 22inch by 34-inch full-color handsomely illustrated poster that addresses the basics
ofriver canoeing. Developed by Dr.Robert
Kauffman, professor of recreation and a
member of the board of directors of the
American Canoe Association, and Virgil
Chambers, chief of Boating Safety Education for the Pennsylvania Fish Commission, the poster gives the reader the
essentials on river canoeing. The poster
is illustrated by Ted Walke, Commission
graphic artist.
The poster is packed with important
information every river paddlershould know.
Topics include self-rescue, equipment
recommendations, proper attire (both for
cold- and warm-weather boating), basics
of running a shuttle, and guidelines in
planning a float trip.
That bare wall in a den, study, shop or
even bedroom can become a vivid pictorial textbook. It announces to all who enter
that "river canoeing" is an interesting,
challenging sport.
This educational poster is available for
$3.50 postpaid from: Publications Section,
Dept. P, Pennsylvania Fish Commission,
P.O.Box 1673,Harrisburg,PA 17105-1673,
or the American Canoe Association,8580
Cinder Bed Road, P.O. Box 1190 (P),
Newington, VA 22122-1190.

File a Float Plan
A float plan serves boatersjust as a flight
plan serves aviators. It should include the
boat's name and registration number,length,
type,color,power,cruising range and speed.
It lists the number of passengers and their
names and addresses. If you trailer a boat,
be sure also to include a description of your
tow vehicle and nailer with license plate
numbers.
The most important information in a float
plan is yourdestination and time ofdeparture,
and the route and time ofyour planned return.
List the phone numbers ofthe nearest rescue
or enforcement agency. Leave your float
plan with a reliable person, park office or
marina from which you depart,and be sure
to cancel the float plan when you return
to the dock.
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Personal Watercraft Safety Tips
Personal watercraft, known as Jet Skis, water scooters, wet cycles,PWC and other
names,are becoming increasingly common,but so are accidents involving these nimble
little boats. It isn't that they are more dangerous than other types of watercraft. It's the
way a few people operate them and a lack ofcommon courtesy that cause many problems.
A personal watercraft is considered a motorboat under the law. That means it must
be registered,and you must abide by all the "rules of the road"that operators offishing
boats, ski boats, cruisers, sailboats and other boats must follow. You are required to
carry safety equipment required on other motorboats,including life preservers and fire
extinguishers.
Although it's simple to operate,a personal watercraft is not a toy—a rule ofthumb is
if you're not old enough to drive a car, you shouldn't operate a personal watercraft.
Here are a few more PWC safety tips.
•Wear the proper safety equipment. Besides a U.S.Coast Guard-approved lifejacket,
wear eye protection to keep water spray from obscuring your vision. Tennis or deck
shoes offer better control on your machine, and gloves and a wet suit offer protection
from the elements. A whistle attached to the zipper of your life jacket is a good idea in
case you need to summon help.
•Take a boating safety course. Your dealer probably knows where they're offered,
and many participate in personal watercraft education programs.
•Respect the rights of others. That includes not following other boats too closely,or
jumping another boat's wake, which is frightening and dangerous. Stay away from anglers
and canoeists.
•Be conscious of the noise your craft makes. If you run it in a small area for a long
time, the noise can be irritating.
•Keep a lookout for other boats,especially other personal watercraft. Collisions are
the most common kind of personal watercraft accident.
• Read the owner's manual so you understand the controls and features of your personal watercraft.
•Never operate your personal watercraft without the safety lanyard attached to you.
The safety lanyard cuts the engine if you fall, thus saving you a long swim home.
• Stay out of swimming areas and away from wildlife. Never operate at night, and
never tow water skiers.
• Don't operate it after you've been drinking, and know the water where you're operating so you can avoid weeds, rocks and sandbars.—Tim Smalley

Steps to Keep Our Waters Clean
Boaters can take easy steps that can add up to cleaner waters, advises Boat Owners
Association ofThe United States(BOAT/U.S.),the nation's largest organization ofrecreational
boaters. Here are a few:
• Floating trash not only looks bad, but it can harm swimmers, birds and animals.
Stow all trash on board your boat in a secure place and dispose in a proper receptacle
on land. Make sure all fishing lines return to port with you.
•Sewage adds to the problem. Install and use a Coast Guard-approved marine sanitation device. Use restrooms on land when at the dock or at anchor.
•Boat wakes cause erosion. Help prevent shoreline erosion by reducing your wake.
Slow down before the marker.
• Oil and gas are toxic. Never discharge gas, oil or antifreeze into the water. Recycle waste oil and use an oil-soaking "pillow" in your bilge. One spilled quart of oil
can cover three football fields of water surface.
• Other products such as solvents, antifoulants, acids, cleansers, paints and thinners
can be harmful. Discard them properly. Never use a drain or waterway.
•Use paper,not plastic or styrofoam.Avoid buying products with excessive packaging.
•Along with the joy of boating comes the responsibility to help keep our waters clean.
Volunteer for a local clean-up day and encourage others to do so.
20
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Guy Bowersox Named
Officer of the Year
WCO Guy Bowersox,currently serving
Union and Snyder counties, is this year's
Officer of the Year,according to Commission Law Enforcement Bureau ChiefEdward
W. Manhart.
Manhart praised Bowersox's extensive
knowledge of the Fish and Boat Code, his
activities in public relations, dedication to
protecting the state's aquatic resources,
reporting accuracy,and excellent working
relationship with his deputy force.
During 1990,Bowersox was recognized
for his work by the Boy Scouts,a state park
superintendent, and the Buffalo Valley
Sportsmen's Club.
Bowersox is a 14-year veteran ofthe Fish
Commission. He and his wife have two
children,Edwardo,9,and Martha Rose,2.
The honor is presented annually to a
Commission WCO at the Northeast Fish and
Wildlife Conference. This year's conference was held last May,in Portland Maine.
The organization includes states from Maine
to Virginia.

Personal Watercraft
Riders Association
The Personal Watercraft Riders Association (PWRA)is dedicated to giving
personal watercraft riders a singular nationwide voice in promoting the safe and
responsible use ofpersonal watercraft. The
association will become the link among
personal watercraft riders, manufacturers,
dealers, legislators, boating law administrators, media and the public.
For more information on PWRA,contact the organization at 925 North Pennsylvania Avenue, Winter Park, Florida
32789. Phone: (407)645-0463.

Courtesy and Efficiency
at the Launch Ramp

by ArtMichaels
Suppose every time you launched your boat,
no one tied up the dock,and each time you
retrieved your boat,the ramp was clear and
you didn't have to wait. Enjoying this ideal
situation is not impossible—itjust takes a
little application of the Golden Rule and
some launch ramp smarts. Here's how we
can make launching and retrieving more
tolerable for everyone.
Get to know your favorite access sites
so you can plan your launching and retrieving
for maximum efficiency. Boaters tie up
launch ramps because they don't realize that
many access sites have specially built areas
for launch preparation and for tie-down after
retrieval. These places are called rigging
and derigging areas. If we used these areas,more boaters could launch and retrieve
and long lines could be shortened.
If a launch site doesn't have these areas,
prepare for launching in a parking space,

and assoon as you get your boat on the trailer.
attach the bow hook and make your way
to the parking area. There,away from others
trying to launch and retrieve their boats,
you can work with your equipment and get
ready to leave as leisurely as you want.
If access areas have docks or beaches
where you can wait forfriends or complete
your boating preparations, use them instead
of sitting at the launch ramp. Remember
that the idea is to get your boat in and out
of the water quickly and safely, and then
either get your car and trailer parked or get
your trailered boat out of the way so that
others can launch and retrieve their boats.
When you head in to retrieve your boat,
store equipment and secure your gear during
the trip to the ramp,not at the ramp. When
I head in after a fishing jaunt or cruise,the
tackle is completely put away, lines are
wrapped and tied, and everything that's
coming out of the boat is ready to be stored
in the can I don't tie up the ramp this way,

and I get home faster. In addition, when I
launch for the next trip, I get under way
faster.
Develop a routine for launching and
retrieving, as a pilot repeats a checklist for
taking off and landing. This procedure
increases your efficiency by getting your
gear ready for use or by getting it put away
quickly. It lets you spend the least amount
of time at the ramp.
Before you launch your boat at an unfamiliar access, look the place over and
decide how you're going to launch and
retrieve for maximum efficiency. Is there
a dock at which you can get your gear ready
immediately after launching and where you
can secure your equipment before retrieving?
Will maneuvering your rig for launching
and retrieving be a problem?
Answering these questions before you
launch can give you more time on the water
and can let other boaters enjoy the c
i
sport more.
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BOAT INSURANCE,: YOUR
Insurance. The very word numbs the brain. We think of page
after page offine print full ofterms we don't understand,describing
events that make us shudder. And in these days ofa tight-money
economy,many Pennsylvania boaters don't relish the added yearly
expense for a service they hope they'll never need.However,when
you compare the cost of what you're protecting with the annual
premium you pay,insurance is the best bargain in boating.
Pennsylvania ranks 12th ofthe 50states in the number ofregistered
boats. In 1990the Commonwealth registered almost 300,000 boats,
up from 279,000 in 1989 and 266,000 in 1988. Yet,the amount
of water available for boating has remained the same. From Lake
Erie to the Delaware River,from the Cowanesque Reservoir to
the Conowingo Pool, our waters are crowded by an increasing
numberofboats,and Commission and Coast Guard statistics indicate
that there's a lot happening out there.
We're swamping, we're capsizing and we're sinking. We're
falling down inside our boats and we're falling overboard. Boats
are burning partially,totally or they'rejust plain exploding. We're
tangling with some 2,000 low-head dams. We're bumping into
the land,and we're bumping into docks and bridges. And if that
isn't bad enough, we're bumping into one another!
This is often followed by the phrase,"You'll be hearing from
my lawyer," or the ever-popular,"so sue me!" Face it. We live
in a litigious society. Even minor personal injuries can lead to
court settlements. Why? The general public and many public
officials think all boat owners are rich. Plenty of people would
love to dig into what they believe are deep pockets. Furthermore,if you borrowed money to buy your boat,the lender requires
insurance to protect its property, its collateral. If you neglect or
refuse to buy insurance, they'll initiate their own. This can be
very expensive.

The basics
When comparison shopping for insurance, remember that to
be competitive and flexible,companies offer policies with a wide
variety of clauses and coverage.
"There's so many companies in the marine insurance business
that nothing is standardized. There's no standard insurance form
policy asin auto or homeowner'sinsurance,"advises Matt Spaulding
of Avemco Insurance Company.
"I can't overemphasize the importance of reading the policy
before you buy,"states Captain Joel Eve,ofthe Capitol Insurance
Agency. "Ask for a sample policy, take your time with it, and
don't be afraid to ask questions."
This isn't as hard or as boring as it once was. In recent years
mostcarriers haveeliminated legal lingo and contractjargon. Today's
policies are written in clearer, simpler terms most 12-year-olds
can understand.
"Be sure you're getting quotesfrom five or six different carriers,"
adds Captain Eve,"and keep in mind that many independent agents
and brokers deal with the same companies."
There are only two primary types of policies, and a few kinds
ofsupplementary coverage. It's important to have at least a basic
idea of what each has.
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• Type 1,agreed hull value and/or all-risk policies. These
provide coverage on an all-risk basis with full replacement for
partial or total losses, except for the policy's specifically stated
exclusions. This is the preferred policy for most boats because
it provides the most comprehensive coverage.
For new or used trailerable boats,"agreed value"is determined
by your purchase price checked against information contained in
the BUC and National Fire Protection Association guides along
with the insurance industry's extensive data banks. Used boats
larger than 26 feet usually require an out-of-water inspection by
a licensed marine surveyor to obtain this coverage.
These policies usually include protection and indemnity(P&I)
insurance and longshoreman & harbor worker's compensation.
Protection & indemnity coverage is more all-encompassing than
normal liability protection. It's an outgrowth of maritime law,
which views a boat as a separate legal entity.
P&I provides liability coverage for both the owner and his boat.
If a claim is entered against either, the insurance company will
pay or defend the suit,at least to the limits ofthe owner's coverage.
Longshoreman and harbor worker's compensation covers service
and maintenance people or marina employees who may be injured
while working on your boat. This coverage would be a good idea
for those owners who keep boats in marina slips or dry rack storage,
or who have their boats professionally serviced.

:INANCIAL LIFE PRESERVER
BY DAN OWEN
If you do use a marina or dry storage yard, even just during
the summer months, ask if that facility's agreement contains a
"hold-harmless clause." This means that the boat yard can't be
held responsible for any damage to your boat while in its facility.
This conflicts directly with basic insurance practice, which states
that you won't do anything to interfere with the company's right
to recover damages on your behalf. Signing an agreement with
a"hold-harmless clause" may void your policy. Even though your
local agent may tell you everything's OK,get written confirmation
from your insurance company.
• Type 2, actual cash value(ACV) policies. This kind of
insurance is similar to automobile insurance. These policies are
based on the idea of depreciation in the value of your boat over
time. If a partial or total loss occurs,the boat's original value is
subject to reductions based on its age.
This depreciation is an accounting and statistical function that
may or may not accurately reflect the current market value of your
boat or its equipment. For a five-year-old boat the depreciated
amount may not cover the outstanding balance on your boat loan.
Before buying this type ofpolicy,ask your representative to crunch
some numbers.
Furthermore, unless you work closely with your agent, with
each passing year the annual premium for ACV coverage remains
the same while the value of your boat steadily decreases.
If you run over asubmerged log and damage your prop or outboard,
for instance, the insurance company pays a depreciated amount
at the time of loss. For an extra fee some companies add a provision that major parts and equipment will be replaced at full value
or with new equipment.
•Homeowner's policy extension or rider. Boats under 26feet
long can be covered under your homeowner's policy. This coverage is usually the least expensive and least comprehensive of
the three. Careful consideration,especially of liability limits, is
recommended.

Extended warranties are a form of insurance first introduced
in the automotive and appliance industries. There's wide variety
here. Some policies cover only the boat's hull; others coverjust
engine and drive components or accessories.

Details
Property damage. This part of the policy covers damage to
your boat, trailer and related equipment. If nothing else, at least
check the"exclusions" paragraph. Determine what isn't covered.
It may contain a"consequential loss exclusion." Insurance doesn't
cover normal wear and tear, and frequently, losses that are a
consequence of wear and tear aren't covered, either. If a wornthrough hull fitting sinks your boat, the insurance company, using this clause as a defense, won't pay. If it's wear and tear that
a responsible boat owner should see during routine maintenance,
they may deny the claim. Ifit'ssomething normal servicing wouldn't
reveal, they'll probably pay.
Not all companies treat this clause alike. Some companies are
very strict, and others ignore damage that may have been caused
by a fatigued part—they'll pay your claim regardless. Ifcorroded
fittings cause damage to your outdrive,for example,some companies
will pay to fix the drive, but not the corroded fittings.
The "latent defect exclusion" is similar, but latent defects are
those that occur during the building of your boat or its equipment.
Many carriers cover the cost of damage resulting from a latent
defect, but not the defective part itself.
What about your policy's salvage provisions? Make sure you
understand them before accepting help from a salvage crew. Also,
some policies don't cover personal property aboard your boat.
The idea is that your homeowner's policy should protect these
small personal items.
Liability coverage. This is the part of the policy that protects
you if you damage somebody's boat, somebody's property, or
somebody, period. It's the single biggest bargain in marine in-
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WHEN YOU COMPARE THE COST
OF WHAT YOU'RE PROTECTING
WITH THE ANNUAL PREMIUM
YOU PAY, INSURANCE IS THE
BEST BARGAIN IN BOATING.
INSURING PERSONAL WATERCRAFT

surance and the most important—are you sure you have enough?
It's crucial that your liability coverage protects your"total net worth."
That is,the total valuation ofyour boat,home,autos,income property,
stock portfolios and investments and so forth.
Umbrella policies. These policies are also known as additional
liability coverage. They apply to all aspects of your life and activities, notjust boating. Umbrella policies begin where your boat,
auto or homeowner's policies stop(typically $300,000)and can
cover you up to $1 million or more. Premiums average $300for
coverage up to $1 million.
That's a lot ofcoverage. However,in these days ofexpensive
real estate and automobiles,it's possible that many boaters'"total
net worth"exceedsthe usual $300,000liability limit oftheir individual
boat and auto policies.

The marketplace
• Direct writers. These companies,such as Safeco,Allstate
and Avemco,write the largest volume ofsmall-boat policies. You
deal directly with company representatives who are proud oftheir
competitive rates and quick response time in handling claims and
other problems.
• Independent agents and/or brokers. There's a narrow
distinction between an insurance agent and an insurance broker,
but both are appointed by or handle two or more companies. They
can survey the market,finding the best policy for you.
• Industry, owner groups and associations. BOAT/U.S. is
an example of a marine consumer group that offers a variety of
money-saving benefits in addition to its marine insurance. Some
builders and dealers of high-performance boats, such as Donzi
Marine, work with specific carriers to provide insurance for their
customers. Historically,"muscle boats" have been hard to insure.
As a concerned consumer you can check out various insurance
companies quite easily. Your local library will have a copy of
the A.M. Best Company's"Best's Insurance Reports." Carriers
are listed alphabetically and Best's rating system runs from A+
to C-. Each listing is crammed with statistical and financial data,
butfocus your attention on the closing summary paragraph in boldface
type titled, "Best's Rating." Stay with companies that have an
"A"or"A+"rating. Then you know they'll be around when you
need to file a claim.
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Personal watercraft are the "new wave" in boating. With
comparatively low purchase prices and maintenance-free
operation, they offer lots of fun for the dollar. But there's a
problem. Their "fun toy" image has fostered a casual
attitude toward one of the most important aspects of responsible boating—insurance. A telephone survey of several
Pennsylvania dealers reveals that approximately 50 percent
of personal watercraft buyers "don't bother" with insurance.
Ironically, the ultra-conservative insurance industry views
personal watercraft with some fear and loathing.
"They're perceived as the 'motorcycles' of the marine
industry," says Chuck Parker, of Alexander & Alexander
Insurance in Costa Mesa,CA. "The emphasis is on speed,
thrills and spills, youthful riders, lots of competitive activity
and minimal unit size for rider protection. Also, a minority
of irresponsible riders is giving the rest of the sport a bad
reputation."
"We don't insure personal watercraft in any way. Personal
watercraft are an emerging problem for most major carriers,"
says Matt Spaulding, of Avemco Insurance Company.
"Because racing and wake-jumping are major activities,
exposure to personal injury is quite substantial. It's a timeconsuming process. We can't just jump in and explore a
potential market and then back out if it isn't profitable."
However,insurance for personal watercraft is available.
The International Jet Ski Boating Association(USBA)has
developed a program offering liability plus hull coverage or
liability only. A $25 membership in IJSBA is required. That
also buys a year's subscription to the group's monthly
magazine and other benefits.
Contact: International Jet Ski Boating Association, Inc.,
1239 E. Warner Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92705.
McGraw Insurance Services and Northland Insurance of
Minneapolis(an A+ rated carrier) offer a nationwide program with rates based on engine size(cc displacement).
Hull coverage is the actual cash value(ACV)type. Theft,
rather than collision or damage, is the major problem with
personal watercraft, so hull coverage is a particularly good
idea if you've financed the unit. Liability coverage is usually
$300,000"combined single limit." Most policies forbid
engine modifications or sanctioned racing events.
Talk with your local personal watercraft dealer. The dealer
is interested in promoting growth and safety in the sport and
is usually well-informed about the financial, legal and
operational aspects of the products he sells.—DO

Art Michaels

COOS
There are so many permutations and combinations of coverage that cost alone should be the least consideration. The quality and amount ofprotection,not minor price differences,are what's
important. Don't make the serious mistake of shopping for price
alone.
Consider the factors that affect cost. There's more involved
than what happens on the water. Your auto driving record or motor
vehicle report is a key element when a carrier determines your
annual rate. Not all companies consider this, nor do they consider
this with equal weight. However, with trailerable boats, every
time you go out, you're driving the boat back and forth to the water.
Many companies also believe,and statistics indicate,that the way
you drive your car is the way you'll drive your boat.
"Two years ago my husband was arrested for DUI(driving under
the influence)," confessed one unhappy Pittsburgh boating wife.
"We bought our first boat last April and the premium was $850
instead of a normal $250!"
'Unfortunately for this couple,the DUI will affect their annual
premium for a total of seven years from the date of arrest.
The speed potential of your boat is another factor. In recent
years insurance companies have raised these limits, realizing that
many family cruisers reach40mph. When speed potential approaches
45 to 50 mph and beyond, insurers get nervous.
"If it's a quality boat and the owner is experienced and has a
clean record, we have no problem in writing the policy,"says Ann
Hutchins, Vice President of BOAT/U.S.,"though they do pay a
somewhat higher premium."
A manufacturer's reputation for quality is important. There
are certain builders whose longevity in the business and reputation
for excellent construction make their boats easier to insure.

In addition,raise the level ofthe deductible. Most policies are
written with a one percent(of agreed valuation) deductible, but
if you can afford two percent or more of this valuation, you'll
save significantly. Your lending institution, however, will place
limits on the dollar amount ofdeductible it believes you can handle
on their collateral.
If your policy is the actual cash value type, have the current
market value of your boat reassessed after the first year if it's a
new boat, and every two years thereafter.
Carbon dioxide or halon fire extinguisher systems and security equipment,including locks for outdrives and outboards,can
also help lower premium rates.
You can also save money with a restricted area policy covering only the area in which you normally boat. For very little money
you can then get a temporary extension for those rare excursions
outside this normal area.
Completion ofa Coast Guard or U.S.Power Squadrons boating
education course can help reduce premium costs.
VHF radio, radar, depthsounders, loran and other electronic
navigation aids might also earn a percentage deduction in your
annual premium.
Your previous boating loss/claim history is important,too. "If
you're an experienced boat owner," Captain Eve advises,"make
sure your agent or broker is aware of your previous safe boating
record for however many years."
Most insurance companies maximize discounts at 25 percent,
though BOAT/U.S. takes off as much as 50 percent of the base
rate.
An insurance policy is a contract between you and the carrier.
To keep the contract valid,each party has obligations. The owner's
responsibilities are to maintain the boat in a sound and seaworthy
condition,report losses or accidents promptly,and keep the insurance
company informed ofany changes or additions in equipment,area
ofuse and other changes. Never misrepresent facts and information
you submit to a carrier. Insurance companies don't pay claims
frivolously. If an accident occurs and your company can prove
that you misrepresented the facts, your deception is cause to void
the policy.
"Understand your policy thoroughly," advises Captain Eve,
"maintain your vessel carefully, and know your insurance company well."
In this decade of the 1990s, when everything promises to become more expensive,insurance is still one of the best bargains
around. Think not? Consider your alternatives.

Lower your annual premium
Before you talk to your company or agency,inventory all onboard equipment—electronics,tools,spare items,ground tackle
and so forth. This gives a more realistic valuation for your boat.
Carrying less coverage than fmancially necessary is not a way 8
to save money. This is "penny-wise and pound-foolish."
Summer 1991 Boat Pennsylvania
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he long, cold winter is over. and the spring thaw came and
WOO. And now, the hot, humid,school-out days of summer are
upon us—finally! You're digging the boat out of winter storage
and starting to do a pre-season check, making sure the lights work,
the wheels of the trailer roll smoothly and all your equipment and
gear is where it should be.
Your favorite water ski area, wherever it may be, is also gearing
up for these busy' summer months—checking ramps,filling the
concessions with food and drinks, and marking the proper areas
with the white-and-orange control buoys. Also getting ready are
your favorite stores that outfit you for skiing. They are getting in
new skis, maybe some brightly colored PFDs,or just stocking up
on the basics.
So you have your boat ready and in prime condition, all your
gear is bought and stowed properly in the boat, and you have the
food and munchies packed away.
Let's hit the water! Here are some Pennsylvania water ski
haunts to try.
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Bald Eagle State Park
Also known as Foster Joseph Sayers Dam,this waterway is a U.
S. Army Corps of Engineers project surrounded by a state park
that offers year-round activities. Located in Centre County off
Route ISO, nine miles north of Exit 23 of 1-80, this 1,730-acre lake
has unlimited horsepower and recreation. It has six paved launch
ramps, a marina,a swimming beach and concessions. There are
speed and water skiing restrictions in effect at the waterwa's
Hunter's Run area. The park phone number is (814)625-2447.

•?,

Neshaminv State Park
Located in Bucks County on the Delaware River, this area offers
unlimited space for water skiing. The park provides extensive
swimming areas,a swimming pool, hiking trails and fishing in the
Delaware River. The park also provides a marina with 191 boat
slips. Near the marina is a public launch ramp operated b) the
Department of Environmental Resources and the Fish Commission. List" of this ramp is on a first-come, first-served basis, and you
launch directly into the river. Sometimes during low tide. deepdraft boats ha v e trouble using the ramp, but the marina ramp is
then made available.
'1'o get there, take the Thrnpike to Interstate 95 and take the
Street Road exit. The day use area can be reached from there.
The park phone number is (215)639-4538.

Lake Erie
Pennsylv ania's portion of this (;reat Lake offers the pleasure
boater over 1.000 square miles of boating in Penns:slvania with
facilities, mooring and dock space provided by the city of Erie.
Bureau of State Parks at Presque Isle State Park, at (814)8714251. Penns Iv zmia Fish Commission and privately owned marinas. The state park pro ides camping, picnic areas, hiking and
swimming and has three large ramps and four smaller ones on the
hay side and one on the lake side. There is no charge for launching
at these facilities. The main marina on West Fisher Drive has two
hoists and seasonal boat dockage. as well as overnight dockage (a
Fee is require(l).
Eish Commission has Iwo accesses. The Walnut Creek
Access is the most popular. It offers o ernight mooring and
24-hour sectiri0 during the boating season. The Northeast Access
should b completed soon, boasting a lull marina and launch
ramp. it) get to Lake Erie, take I-80 to Route 79 north
'

A

to Erie. If you are coming from the
southern section of Pennsylvania, take
the Turnpike to 1-79(Turnpike exit 3).

Beltzville State Park
Beltzville Lake, in Beltzville State
Park, is located off Route 209 east of
Lehighton, in Carbon County. It's easily
accessible from Exit 34 of the
Turnpike's Northeast Extension. The
lake is a U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
flood control project administered by
the Bureau of State Parks. The lake
encompasses 947 acres and is a water
skier's dream. The water skiing area is
located at the western end of the lake
across from the swimming area. The
park provides two launch ramps—a
three-lane concrete access at Pine Run
East on the north shore, and a two-lane
concrete ramp at Preacher's Camp on
the south shore.
Beltzville is a popular park with all
kinds of boats and both of these accesses fill to capacity quickly, so if you
are going on a warm day, get there early.
There is no mooring available, but a
boat rental concession offers a variety of
watercraft. Park facilities include a
swimming area, picnic areas,fishing
and hiking. Horsepower on Beltzville is
unlimited, but the upper reaches of the
lake are zoned "no wake" because of the
narrow setting. Beltzville State Park's
phone number is(215)377-0045.

most popular outdoor recreation areas in
the northeastern United States. The
reservoir is on the Allegheny River in
northwest Pennsylvania and New York,
and has 91 miles of shoreline. The
Allegheny Reservoir provides some of
the finest year-round recreation with
fishing, boating and camping. There are

Curwensville Lake
This lake is another U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers flood control project. It is
located in Clearfield County, about 10
miles southwest of Clearfield, and has
790 acres for water skiers. Some 14
miles long, it gives you plenty of room
to practice your sport. One surfaced

Youghiogheny Lake
"The Yough" is most famous for its
whitewater river that dam releases
provide, but the Youghiogheny River
Lake offers 2,800 acres of boating in
Pennsylvania and Maryland. The lake
marks the border between Somerset and
Fayette counties at the Maryland state
line.
This waterway is another U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers flood control
reservoir. There are two hard-surface
ramps and one beach-type ramp, both of
which offer parking. The lake provides
recreational boating and fishing. There
is a Corps campground at the base of the
dam, which can be reached at(814)3953166,and nearby Ohiopyle State Park
also offers camping. Ohiopyle State
Park's phone number is(412)329-8591.

Kinzua Dam,Allegheny Reservoir
This 12,000-acre Army Corps
impoundment is surrounded by the
Allegheny National Forest. It's located
in the heart of one of the largest and
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seven surfaced ramps with parking
available at each one, and two marinas
with a variety of services.
To get there from south, central and
eastern Pennsylvania, take 1-80 to Route
219 to either routes 6 or 59. The Corps
office phone number for the Allegheny
Reservoir and Kinzua Dam is(814)7260164.

ramp with parking is available. Swimming is also allowed, and there are
several picnic areas. If you are interested in camping there, nearby is Parker
Dam State Park, at(814)765-5082, and
Black Moshannon State Park, at(814)
342-1101.
To get there from 1-80, get off at Exit
19 and follow Route 879 south. If
you're traveling from the Turnpike, take
Turnpike exit 10 to Route 219.

Raystown Lake

WJINN1,10 INOUIDA

One of Pennsylvania's most popular
recreation spots, over a million visitors a
year visit Raystown Lake. Probably the
most popular among water skiing spots,
Raystown is 30 miles long and has over
8,300 acres, which makes it the largest
manmade lake completely in the

Commonwealth. There are two major
recreation areas with surfaced ramps
and eight other public use areas with
launch ramps. The lake is open to all
types of boating, but watch for several
controlled areas. The lake is located off
Route 26,south of Huntingdon, in
Huntingdon County. Take the Turnpike
(exit 11 or 12)or Route 22. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers phone number
for Raystown Lake is(814)658-3405.

Elk State Park
This park surrounds another Army
Corps impoundment known as the East
Branch Lake in Elk County, about 15
miles northeast of Ridgway. The lake's
1,370 acres and surrounding parkland
offer boating, water skiing, picnicking

and camping. Parking facilities are
available at the north and south ends of
the reservoir. A paved launch ramp is
provided at the north end of the lake,
near the campground, along with
extensive shoreline mooring.
From 1-80, take Route 219 north and
follow the signs. The state park's phone
number is(814)965-2646.

Susquehanna River
• Harrisburg area. The most popular
water skiing spot here is just above York
Haven Dam (Lake Frederic, Goldsboro),
where there are six ramps with parking.
The customary class of boat used here
runs from moderate-draft fishing boats
to recreational runabouts. Because this
area is popular, most water skiers prefer
the eastern side of Three Mile Island
because there are fewer boaters and TMI
often acts as a windbreak.
Shallow places in this part of the river
can be hazardous during periods of low
flow. Call the Mid-Atlantic River
Forecast Center to learn the river depth
at Harrisburg in a recorded message. A
reading of 4.0 or lower requires more
caution than usual. The phone number
is(717)234-6812.
Another popular spot to ski in the
Harrisburg area is right above the Dock
Street Dam in the shadow of the
capital's skyline. One boat ramp,on the
southern end of City Island, can be used
with parking available.
•Sunbury area. Some 3,000
waterway acres, known as Lake Augusta, at the confluence of the North and
West branches of the Susquehanna River
at Sunbury, provide water skiing.
Unlimited horsepower reigns on Lake
Augusta's five-mile length,from the
dam northward. Access to Lake
Augusta is on Packer's Island located in
Shikellamy State Park with parking
available. The state park phone number
is(717)286-7880.
A paved ramp is located at the east
end of the park with extensive parking
and a 100-boat marina is located on the
west side and can accommodate boats
up to 28 feet. There are two unique
overlooks,one on the tip of Packers
Island and the other in the Blue Hill area
of the park on the west side of the river.
The park is located off Route 11, north
of Sunbury.
Three other accesses are located in the
borough of Northumberland at Hanover
Street off Route 11, at Northumberland
Point at the Route 11 bridge, and in
Sunbury off Route 147 on Chestnut
Street.
• Williamsport area. Susquehanna
State Park is located on the Williamsport
side of the West Branch of the
Susquehanna River, near the Arch Street
bridge and routes 11 and 15. The park is
administered by the Department of
Environmental Resources for
Summer 1991 Boat Pennsylvania
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From Wrightsville, turn south on
Route 624 and go approximately five
miles, where Route 624 bears right. Do
not turn, but continue straight for a halfmile.
On the Lancaster County side, there is
only the Marietta Access to reach the
river. This access is located at the south
end of the borough of Marietta.
Lake Aldred is also accessible from
both sides of the river. On the York
County side, PP&L access areas include
the York Furnace access at the mouth of

Williamsport, and it also houses the
paddleboat Hiawatha. Susquehanna
State Park's phone number is(717) 3261971.
There is a paved launch ramp at the
east end of the park, along with plenty
of parking. This unlimited horsepower
impoundment was created by the
Hepburn Street Dam. The park also
provides picnic facilities and scenic
views of the river.
• York, Lancaster areas. Two dams
divide the lower river into two pleasure

side of Pequea Creek across the river
from the PP&L area. It has a hoist and a
surfaced ramp along with groceries, boat
rentals and a snack bar.
The Peach Bottom Marina offers
mooring over the summer months with a
hoist available at the boat house. This
access has groceries, fishing supplies
and bait.

Lake Wallenpaupack
Located in the center of the
Commonwealth's Pocono Mountains

Cowanesque Lake
Allegheny Reservoir

Presque Isle Bay

Tioga-Hammond Lakes

0

East Branch Lake
Lake Wallenpaupack
Susquehanna River,
Williamsport

Curwensville Lake
Foster Joseph Sayers Dam

Raystown Lake

0

Susquehanna River,
Sunbury

Susquehanna River,
Harrisburg

Beitzville Lake
Blue Marsh Lake

Three Rivers
0

0

Youghiogheny River Lake

puir Susquehanna River,
Delaware River
Lake Frederic
Susquehanna River,
Lakes Clarke, Aldred

01

boating areas. They are Lake Aldred
and Lake Clarke. Launching sites from
the York County side for Lake Clarke
include the Susquehanna Boat Works
Marina off Route 624; Lake Clarke
Marina, which is south of the
Susquehanna Boat Works Marina; Long
Level Marina, also located off Route
624; and the Safe Harbor Water and
Power Company access, which has
picnic tables and sanitary facilities.
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Otter Creek, on Route 425, which has
picnic tables and sanitary facilities. and
PP&L's access near York Furnace at
Indian Steps.
On the Lancaster County side, there is
a PP&L access at the mouth of Pequea
Creek just off Route 324, which has a
surfaced ramp, a picnic area and a
playground. Observe caution at low
water levels here.
Arrowhead Marina is on the opposite

bordering Pike and Wayne counties, this
waterway offers 5,700 acres of water
skiing fun and 52 miles of shoreline.
The lake is very big and draws huge
crowds, so be careful.
The Fish Commission maintains one
access,just off Route 590, with launch
ramps and parking. PP&L has established and maintains four lakeshore
campsites, each with its own launching
area, parking and sanitary facilities.

map graphic- Rose Boegli

Wherever you live in Pennsylvania, you can find good
places to water ski within reasonable driving distances.
This summer, why not try a few new spots?

Cowanesque Lake

Three of these campsites are located off
Route 507 in Pike County. They include
Ledgedale, at the extreme south end of
the lake; Wilsonville, at the northeast
end; and Ironwood Point, northeast of
Ledgedale. The fourth area is located in
Wayne County,off Route 590 in Caffrey
Park.
In addition to the PP&L sites,
commercial public launching areas
include Mountain Bay, White Beauty
View,Pep's, Lake Wallenpaupack Yacht
Club(members only), Seely's and
Walt's Landing.

Located just 15 miles northwest of the
Tioga-Hammond lakes, this Corps of
Engineers project is 410 acres, but it is
scheduled to be increased in size to
approximately 1,100 acres this year.
You'll find unlimited horsepower here,
but check for zoning regulations.
Camping can be found here as well as
swimming and picnicking. There are
several overlooks in the area. Take a
few days off and hit all three lakes. The
Corps phone number for all three
waterways is(717)835-5230.

'Bop-Hammond lakes

Blue Marsh Lake

These two Army Corps lakes are
located in northcentral Pennsylvania,off
Route 15 in Tioga County. The first lake
you encounter traveling north on Route
15 is Tioga Lake,approximately 470
acres with unlimited horsepower and
water skiing. There is a surfaced ramp
and plenty of parking. No camping is
available.
The next lake north off Route 15 is
Hammond Lake, with 680 acres for
boating and water skiing. This waterway
also has ramps and parking. Both areas
offer swimming,fishing and hiking with
camping at Hammond Lake. The phone
number is(717)835-5230.

Located off Route 183 north of
Reading in Berks County, this Army
Corps project has 1,150 acres. The
Corps provides two launches and the
Fish Commission provides one. The
Corps also provides sanitary facilities,
picnic areas, a swimming beach and
boat beaching areas. The lake accommodates unlimited size and horsepower
and is a haven for water skiers, but slow,
no-wake restrictions apply throughout
much of the lake. The Corps phone
number for Blue Marsh Lake is(215)
376-6337.
For more information on Pennsylvania State Parks, write for DER's

Recreation Guide by contacting the
Bureau of State Parks, P.O. Box 1467,
Harrisburg,PA 17120. Or call for state
park information at 1-800-63-PARKS.

Three Rivers, Pittsburgh
In this area the Allegheny,
Monongahela and Ohio rivers join at
Point State Park, in Pittsburgh. The
state park's phone number is(412)4710235. In Allegheny County alone,just
for these three rivers, there are 22 access
areas available for unlimited-sized
boats, and you can check adjacent
counties for additional access areas on
these three rivers.
Write for the Commission's Guide To
Public Fishing Waters and Boating
Access for more details on the water
skiing opportunities at Three Rivers and
throughout the Commonwealth. It is
available postpaid for $2. Contact:
Publications Section, Dept. P.P.O. Box
1673, Harrisburg,PA 17105. Payment
must accompany orders, and checks
should be made payable to Pennsylvania
Fish Commission.
Maps are available for the Three
Rivers. For more information, contact:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1000
Liberty Avenue,Pittsburgh,PA
15222.
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Pews lvania Fish

BUREAU OF FISHERIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Executive Director,Edward R. Miller,P.E
Executive Assistant, Lawrence W.Hoffman
Aquatic esources Planning Coordinator,
C.Blake Weirich
Legislative Liaison,Joseph A.Greene
Executive Secretary,Lois J. Telep
Office of Chief Counsel & Environmental Review,
Dennis T. Guise
Division of Environmental Services,
John A. Arway,Chief
Fishery Resources Biologist, Robert B. Hesser

717-657-4515
717-657-4546
717-657-4394
717-657-4517
717-657-4515
717-657-4525
814-359-5140
814-359-5158

BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Director, Allison J. Mayhew 717-657-4522
Personnel,Rafael A.Perez-Bravo
Budget, Donna J. Grey
Procurement & Warehousing,Chris E. Warehime
Fishing Licenses, Mary C.Stine
Federal Aid,Glen C.Reed
Office Services, Jay M.Osman
Automotive/Telecommunications, Brian P. Bamer

717-657-4528
717-657-4532
717-657-4524
717-657-4534
717-6574531
717-657-4527
717-657-4537

BUREAU OF BOATING
Director,John F. Simmons 717-657-4538
Boating Safety and Education Division,
717-657-4540
Virgil H.Chambers,Chief
Boat Registration Division, Andrew R. Mutch,Chief 717-657-4551
Information Systems Division,Tom Thomas,Chief 717-6574369

BUREAU OF EDUCATION AND INFORMATION
Director, Cheryl K. Riley 717-657-4518
Education,Stephen B. Ulsh
K.A.R.E.Program,Kimberly S. Mumper
Special Publications and Broadcasting,
Larry L.Shaffer
Media Relations, David A. Wolf
PA Angler,BoatPA Editor, Arthur J. Michaels
PA Angler,Boat PA Circulation, Eleanor Mutch
Graphic Services,Ted R. Walke

717-657-4518
717-657-4518
717-6574518
717-657-4518
717-657-4518
717-657-4521
717-564-6846

BUREAU OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
Director, Edward W. Manhart 717-657-4542
Assistant to the Director,Perry D.Heath
Assistant to the Director,James R.Smith

717-657-4542
717-657-4542

REGIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICES
814-437-5774
Northwest,J. Gary Moore,Manager
P.O. Box 349,Franklin,PA 16323
Mailing address
1281 Otter St., Franklin,PA
Location
814-445-8974
Southwest,Thomas F. Qualters, Manager
RD 2,Box 39,Somerset,PA 15501
Mailing address
On Lake Somerset,Somerset,PA
Location
717-477-5717
Northeast, Kerry L. Messerle,Manager
P.O. Box 88,Sweet Valley,PA 18656
Mailing address
On Harris Pond,Sweet Valley,PA
Location
717-626-0228
Southeast, Barry J. Pollock, Manager
P.O. Box 8,Elm,PA 17521
Mailing address
On Speedwell Forge Lake
Location
717-726-6056
Northcentral, Paul F. Swanson,Manager
P.O. Box 187, Lamar,PA 16848
Mailing address
Fishing Creek Road,Lamar,PA
Location
717-486-7087
Southcentral, Frank Schilling, Manager
1704Pine Road,Newville,PA 17241
Mailing address
On Pine Road, Huntsdale,PA
Location

State headquarters:
Mailing address:

Ill nission Director

3532 Walnut Street,Harrisburg,PA 17109
P.O.Box 1673,Harrisburg,PA 17105-1673

Director, Delano R. Graff 814-359-5154
814-359-5100
Administrative Officer, William H.Beck
Data Processing Section, William M.Frazier,Chief 814-359-5156
814-355-4837
Division of Research, Vincent A. Mudrak,Chief
1225 Shiloh Road,State College, PA 16801-8495
Division ofTrout Production,Dennis C.Ricker,Chief 814-359-5141
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte, PA 16823-9616
814-359-5172
Cooperative Nursery Unit,Cecil Houser,Chief
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte,PA 16823-9616
Division of Warmwater/Coolwater Fish Production,
814-683-4451
Shyd E. Hood,Chief
Linesville Fish Culture Station, Box 127, Linesville, PA 16424
Division of Fisheries Management.
814-359-5110
Richard A. Snyder,Chief
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte. PA 16823-9616

AREA FISHERIES MANAGERS
Area 1: Craig W.Billingsley
Box 127, Linesville, PA 16424-0127
Area 2: Ronald D.Lee
Star Route 1, Box 1, Tionesta,PA 16353
Area 3: Bruce A. Hollender
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte, PA 16823-9616
Area 4: Robert E. Moase
Box 88,Sweet Valley,PA 18656
Area 5: David A. Arnold
PA Fish Commission, Bushkill, PA 18324
Area 6: Michael L. Kaufmann
Box 556, Revere,PA 18953
Area 7: Lawrence L. Jackson
195 Lebo Road,Carlisle,PA 17013
Area 8: Richard D.Lorson
RD 2,Box 39,Somerset,PA 15501-9311

814-683-4451
814-755-3890
814-359-5118
717-477-5717
717-588-6388
215-847-2442
717-486-3710
814-445-8974

FISH CULTURE STATIONS
814-355-3371
Bellefonte, William B. Hoover,Manager
1150 Spring Creek Road, Bellefonte,PA 16823-9998
814-3554837
Benner Spring, William C. Kennedy,Manager
1225 Shiloh Road,State, College,PA 16801-8495
717-776-3170
Big Spring,Terry Famer,Acting Manager
844 Big Spring Road, Newville,PA 17241
814-664-2122
Corry-Union City, Thomas L. Clark. Manager
13363 West Smith Street Ext., Cony,PA 16407-8915
814-474-1514
Fairview, Neil W.Shea,Manager
P.O. Box 531,2000 Lohrer Road, Fairview,PA 16415-0531
717-486-3419
Huntsdale,Kenneth C. Martin,Manager
195 Lebo Road, Carlisle,PA 17013
814-683-4451
Linesville. James E. Harvey,Manager
Box 127, Linesville,PA 16424
814-698-2102
Oswayo,D.Ray Merriman Manager
RD 2, Box 84, Coudersport,PA 16915
814-359-5132
Pleasant Gap-Tylersville,John A.Bair,Manager
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte,PA 16823-9616
717-448-2101
Pleasant Mount, Eugene J. Rozaieski,Manager
P.O. Box 3, Pleasant Mount,PA 18453
814-839-2211
Reynoldsdale,David R.Bierly,Manager
R.D. 1, Box 50, New Paris,PA 15544-9401
814-755-3524
Tionesta, Charles R. Mann,Manager
Box 1, Star Route 2,Tionesta,PA 16353

BUREAU OFPROPERTY
AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
450 Robinson Lane, Bellefonte,PA 16823-9616
Director, James A. Young 814-359-5152
Administrative Officer,Jane E. Seyler
Division of Engineering and Technical Services,
K.Ronald Weis,Chief
Division of Construction and Maintenance Services,
James!. Waite,Chief
Division of Property Services,
Eugene 0.Banker,Jr.,Chief

814-359-5166
814-359-5127
814-359-5128
814-359-5181

